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Art. I. Jnftitutes, Political and Military. Written originally in 
the Mogul Language, by the Great Timour, improperly called 
Tamerlane ; firft tranflated into Perfian by Abu Taulib Al- 
huffeini ; and thence into Englith with Marginal Notes, by Ma- 
jor Davy, Perfian Secretary to the Chainandes in Chief of the 
Bengal Forces from the vear 1770 to 1773. And now Perfian 
Secretary to the Governor General of Bengal. The original 
Perfian tranfcribed from a M. S. in the Poffeffion of Dr. William 
Hunter, Phyfician Extraordinary to the Queen, F.R.and A.S, and 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences of Paris ; andthe whole Work 

ublifhed with a Preface, Indexes, Geographical Notes, &c. 
&c. By Jofeph White, B. D. Fellow of Wadham College, and 
Laudian Profeffor of Arabic in the Univerfity of Oxford. 4to. 
il. 11s. 6, Boards. London, Murray. Oxford, Prince, 


HE exploits and reputation of Timour, are~ known 

from different quarters. The glory of his conquefts 
was not his only praife. He was an illuftrious and pene- 
trating ftlatefman. He was refolute in the hour of diftrefs, 
and temperate in the ardour of victory. At the head of a 
vaftempire he diftinguifhed himfelf by his humanity, and 
preferred the eftablifhment of the rights of his people to the 
tnjoyments of voluptuoufnefs and eafe. He feemed born 
forcommand ; and while his ambition was foaring and im- 
moderate, it was dire€ted and tempered by the a winning 
moderation. 

A prince fo cultivated excites curiofity, and is fure to 
gratify it. He compofed a hiftory of his own aétions, which 
is mentioned with the higheft commendation by thofe who 
have perufed it. Unfortuately, however, it has not yet 
been imported into Europe. There is reafon, neverthelefs, 
to expect from the teftimony of Major Davy, that it may 
Enc. Rev. Vol, II. Dec. 1783. Cec eafily 
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eafily be found in the Eaft, and that it is one day to ap- 
pear in an Englifh drefs. Inthe mean time, it is with plea- 
fure we announce the publication ofthe defigns and inftitutes 
of Timour, which were connected with his hiftorical work, 
and formed, perhaps, the moit curious part_of it. . They 
are prefented to the public in the volume now before us. 

It is a fplendid fpectacle to behold a mighty conqueror re- 
pie his own life with impartiality ; and tranf{mitting to 
his pofterity, not only his power, but the knowledge of the 
methods by which he attained it, and by which it might be 
preferved. 

The firft book of Timour is allotted to his ‘ Defigns and 
Enterprizes.” It is a circumftantial detail of the meafures 
and fchemes which he planned..for the reduction of king- 
doms, for the obtainment of empire, for defeating armics, 
for circumventing enemies, for making friends of foes, and 
* for going out, and for coming in, amongft friends and ene- 
mies.’ From defcriptions of this kind, it ‘is obvious, that 
a very clear idea is to be formed of the genius, the refour- 
ces, and the ability of this extraordinary man. Nor are 
they objects of curiofity or inftru&ion nierely upon this ac- 
count. They give openings into the arts of politics and 
war, and illuftrate the condition of the eaftern nations with 
regard to refinement and manners. New lights are thrown 
upon the hiftory of fociety and mankind; and by a com- 
parifon of the management of eaftern armies, and of in- 
trigues of ftates, improvements may be made which may 
affift the invention and the talents of individuals in Europe 
who are called by their ftations to a& upon great occafions, 
and in the condué of difficult and hazardous affairs. 

As a politician it appears that Timour was cautious and 
vigilant to an extreme degree. It was his wifh to proceed 
to action, after meditating intenfely and long on his fituati- 
on. He was careful to fupprefs and regulate his paffions; 
and to look conftantly to the end he had in view. To 2- 
mufe his enemies, to bribe them, to keep them in ful- 
pence, were his common arts. To gain a friend, he was 
ready to perform the moft brilliant and the moft fhining 
aét of generofity and difintereftednefs. An aé& of hoftility 
did not feem to awaken his refentment, if it was necel- 
fary for him to fecure the favour of the perfon who did It. 

He feemed to be ignorant of his anger or treachery. He 
granted him a ready pardon, and excited his hopes by footh- 
ing his confufion. ‘Thefe arts and this addrefs were gent- 
rally fuccefsful ; but, if they are to-be examined by the 
= of a rigid morality they will not always obtain appro 
ation. 
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In war he was refolute to give battle, when he was certain 
that the blow he was to firike was to be favourable to his 
intereft, or decifive. In order to command his troops with 
the greateft advantage, he conciliated by every poffible me- 
thod, their affe@tion and admiration. He alfo employed re- 
ligion as an engine to govern them. He knew that prayers, 
omens, and the Koran, wouldinflame and governthe ignorant 
and the fuperftitious. To the armies which oppofed him, he 
was impenctrable in his operations. He was eager to mag- 
nify his ftrength, to come upon them by furprize, to deceive 
and to circumvent them. He was dark, inflexible, and active. 

As afpecimen of the manner in which Timour details 
his projects, we fhall lay before our Readers the follow- 
ing extract. 


* Tue pesiGn which I formed for the reduction of Miffur and 
of Shaum, was this. 

* Wuen the news of my power and my ftrength reached the ears 
of Keefur,* that I had conquered the caftles of Seewaus and Mul- 
luteah, and the dependencies thereof, and that. I had difperfed and 
defeated all his foldiers, who were in thofe caftles, he was ver 
wreth. And at the inttigation of Kurrau Eufoof, the Toorkuma- 
un (who had fled from the fhock of my army, and had fought fhel- 
ter with Keefur) he refolved on war. 

‘ Anp, behold, the ruin and overthrow of Keefur was at hand ; 
and Kurrau Eufoof urged him that he fhould draw an army up- 
ome. And Keefur, at the inftigation of Kurrau Eufoof, came 
down with a mighty army ; and he called the forces of Miffur and 
of Shaum to his aid. ! 

* Anp I reflected, that if I alfo divided my people into three 
armies, it would be better. But, behold, viétory and defeat are 
hidden by the curtain of fate : and I demanded counfel of my A- 
meers. And they gave foldier-like counfel, faying, “* Thou mutt 
“ vo down to battle with fpeed.” 

Ano when I reflected by myfelf, thus I found it was good, that 
I thould extinguifh the fire of Keefur by policy. And I wrote a 
letter to Keefur ; and the fubftance of it was this, 

“ Pratse is due to the God of the univerfe, that he hath brought 
“under my authority many of the kingdoms of the feven regions 
“of the world : and that the princes and rulers of the earth have 
“fubmitted unto me. May God be merciful to that fervant who 
“ knoweth his own limits, and who placeth not the foot of temerity 
: op his proper bounds. 

“ Wuere thy race and lineage endeth, is known to all men.} 
“It is therefore worthy of thy condition, that thou advance not 
. forward the foot of prefumption, and that thou throw not thy- 
‘elf into the aby{s of affliftion and calamity ; and that thou open 





* Cefar: the title given by the Afiatic nations to the Turkith 
mperors, 


t Alluding to the defcent of Bajazet, which was fuppofed to 
“ve been from a Toorkumaun failor. 
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** not the door of difcord and defolation on thy empire at thc in- 
** ftigation of the evil-minded, who have fled unto thee for their 
** own ends, and have awakened the flecping deftruction ; but that 
** thou fend bound unto me Kurrau Eufoof, the Toorkumaun : o. 
** therwife, that which is concealed by the curtain of fate, ,after our 
** armies meet, will be known unto thee.” 

* Wuen I had fent the letter to Keefur by the hands of ex. 
erienced ambaffadors, I found my advantage in this, that I fhould 
e toward the chief city of Shaum. And I fet out by the way of 

ums and Hullub. And when I came to Hullub, I heard that 
Mullik Furruj, the fon of Mullik Burkook, on hearing the news of 
my coming from Miffur, had gone to Dummifhk*. 

* Anv I marched with fpeed, that I might not permit the forces 
of Miffur, and the armies of Shaum to join themfelves together ; 
but Mullik Furruj was quicker than I, and gotto Dummifhk. And 
I arrived after him at Dummifhk, and reduced that city. 

‘ Tue pesicn which I formed for fubduing the citics of Room, 
and for defeating the armies of Keefur, was this : 

‘ Wien I had conquered the cities of Shaum, and Mullik 
Furruj (the king of Miifur and Shaum) had fled from my battle; 
my ambaffador returned from Room, and brought the defiance of 
Y-idurvem Bauezzeed,}+ and fet forth that when the news of 
the defeat of the armies of Miffur and of Shaum came to Keefur, 
that he was amazed and counfounded, and prepared for war. 

* Havinc conquered Dummifhk and the cities of Shaum, I went 
towards Bughdaud by the way of Mooful. And I refolved I would 
turn toward Azzurbauejaun, that if Keefur fhould perfitt in his in- 
tentions, it might beknown. 

* Anp when I fet out toward Tubburaze, I fent down certain of 
the princes, with a mighty army upon Bughdaud. And Sooltaun 
Ahmud Jullauir had left one of his fervants, whofe name was Fur 
rukh, with numerous forces, and the neceflaries andthe implements 
of defence, to guard the city and the caftle of Bughdaud, 

~ © Awnp the princes arrived at Bughdaud, and they furrounded t: 
city ; and the people in the city oppofed them ; and they informed 
me thereof, 

* Anp I found it was good that I myfelf flould go and reduc 
the city and the caftle of Bughdaud. And I turned back by the 
way of Tubburaze, and I marched with fpeed, and came to Bug! 
daud. And] betieged Bughdaud ; and when the fiege had cor 
tinued for two months and fome days, the caftle and city of Bugi 
daud were conquered and fubdued. 

* Anp Furrukh, the governor, was drowned in the waters of i 
Tigris. And ] entered into Bughdaud, and I commanded that the 
fhould flay the feditious inhabitants of that city ; and that thy 
fhould throw down the caille and the buildings thereof, and mit 
them level with the carth, 

__Awnp from Bughdaud I turned the reins of my intention tow# 
Azzurbauejaun ; aud I fojourned in that kingdom for fome time. 
* Anp when it reached my ears that Keefur had fent down 








* Damaicus. + Bajazet. 
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mies on Hullub and on Hums, and on Daur-a-bukker ; and that 
Kurrau Eufoof, the Toorkaumaun (who had fled from béfore me 
and fought protection with Keefur) was employed in affaulting and 
molefting the Kauruvvaun which went to the facred cities : (and at 
this time the people came and demanded protection from his. cruel- 
ty and oppreflion) it became my duty that I fhould chaftife Kur- 
rau Eufoof, and awaken Keefur from the fleep of forgetfulnefs. 
* Anv in this matter I found it was good, that I fhould call 
out the forces of every city and of every tribe, and colleét them to- 
ether and go down upon Keefur. And when my forces were cols 
fefted together, in the month of Rujjub, in the year of the Hijreh 
804, I fet out from Azzurbauejaun to wage war with Keefur. 

“* Ano I fent an army before me to ravage the kingdom of 
Room ; and I fent another army to examine the ftages, and the 
water, and the forage; and I went by the way of Angooreah. 
And Keefur with four hundred thoufand men, horfe-men and foot- 
men, advanced with fpeed to oppofe and to expel me. And I affault- 
ed him and obtained the victory; and my foldiers feized upon Keefur, 
and brought him into my prefence. And after a war of feven 
years, I returned victorious and triumphant to Summurkund.’ 


It isin this fimple yet magnificent. ftrain that Timour 
exhibits all the defigns in which he engaged in order to 
arrive at dominion and to retain it. Nor can it efcape ob- 
fervation that the manner of the prefent performance is an 
internal and clear evidence of its authenticity. It is alfoa 
proof of its genuinenefs that Timour unveils in it the 
moft fecret {prings and motives which actuated him. He 
even makes an honeft confeffion of his weakneffes ; and 
it would be eafy to point to many particulars which no 
other perfon could have known, and which_ no hiftorian 
would have infifted upon. The teftimony of eaftern fages, it 
is obfervable, is likewife a confirmation of the authenti- 
city of the work. For no doubt or fufpicion of it 
has ever been entertained by the learned men in India, 
either natives or Perfians ; and, it is known, that the pre- 
fent Mogul Shaah Aulum has a beautiful copy both of the 
hiftory and inftitutes of Timour, which he values fo 
much, that he will not truft it for a moment out of his 
pofleffion. 

In the profecution of our criticifm, we fhould now di- 
re& our attention to the fecond book of the inftitutes of 
this illuftrious conqueror. But as this article is already 
of confiderable length, we fhall defer till our next number 
the additional obfervations which we wifh to fubmit to 
our readers. 
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Aart. II. The Modllakdt ; or Seven Arabian Poems, which were 
fufpended on the Temple at Mecea ; with a Tratlation and Ay. 
guments. By William Jones, Efq; 4to. 10s. 6d. boards. Elmifley. 

if was the intention of Mr. Jones to have given an in- 

troductory difcourfe to his tranflation of the feven Ara- 
bian poems, which he has prefented to the public in this 
volume. Of this difcourfe it was the obje& to hold out 

‘ obfervations on the antiquity of the Arabian language 

anid letters; on the dialeéts and charafters of Himyar and 

Koraifh, with accounts of fome Himyarick poets ; on the 

manners of the 4raés, in the age immediately preceding 

that of Mahomed; on the temple of Mecca, and the 

Moiillakét, or pieces of poetry fuipended on its walls or 

gate ; laitly, on the lives of the feven poets, with a critical 

* hiftory of their works, and the various copies or editions 

* of them preferved in Europe, Affa, and Africa.’ 

At the ine time, it 1s to be obferved, that Mr. Jones 
intended alfo to have enriched his tranflation with notes, in 
which he meant to explain controverted paffages, to eluci- 
date ob{cure couplets, to direct the atterition of his reader 
to particular beauties, or remarkable dcfects, and to ‘ throw 
‘ light on the images, figures, and allufions of the radian 
‘ poets, by citations either from writers of their own coun- 
‘ try, or from fuch of our European travellers as beft illuf- 
‘ trate the ideas and cuftoms of eaftern nations.’ 

That Mr. Jones did not execute thefe intentions is an 
objeé& of regret; becaufe the poems he has taken the trouble to 
tranflate would thence have béen better underftood. In their 
prefent form they are often obfoure ; and this fault detracts 
infinitely from their intereft. Like other eaftern poems, 
they are not deficient in fancy ; but'they want correctnefs. 
They abound in flathes of imagination, and exhibit flrokes 
of a daring enthufiafm. But they conftitute not a totality 
ora whole: they are without any fymmetry or proportion 
of parts ; and the pleafure of confequence which they ex- 
cite.is not folid and permanent. They fill the ear without 
always touching the heart. ‘They are often fonorous with- 
out.force, and bold without being fublime. They may be 
read over for once ; but no curiofity to return to them will 
be felt by cultivated readers. 

It is, however, by a fpecimen that an opinion is moft 
completely to be formed of them ; and the laft poem being 
afhort one, we are tempted to exhibit it at full length. 

The Porem-of HARE T H. 

‘ + DOTH faigy asoma give us notice of her departure ? Oh, 
why are fojourners fo frequently weary of their fojourning ! 

© 2 Sheis refolved to depart after our mutual vows among the 


a iy hillocks of sHam™a, and in the nearer flation of KHA age 3 
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‘ 3 Vows, repeated im MOHAYAT, SIFAH, and AGLAI, in DHU 
FITAK, ADHIB and wAFA, 

‘ 4 Vows, renewed in the bowers of KATHA, and the dales of 
sHOREIB, in the Two Valleys, and in the plains of ayia. 

‘ 5 I fee no remains of the troth which fhe plighted in thofe 
ftations ; and I wafte the day in tears, frantick with grief: but oh! 
what part of my happinefs will tears reftore ? 

‘6 Yet, O HARETH, @ new pafion invites thee; for HINDA is be- 
fore thy eyes, and the fire, which fhe kindles at night in the hills, 
will direct thee to her abode : 

‘ 7 She kindles it with abundance of wood between the hilly 
ftations of AKEIK and sHAKHSEIN, and it blazes liké the fplendour 
of the fun. 

‘8 I have been contemplating her fire from a diftance on the 
hill, whence our excurfions are made; but oh! the feorching 
heat, and the calamities of war, prevent me from approaching her, 

‘9 But I feek affiftance in difpelling my care, when the fo- 
journer of the tent haftily leaves his abode through fear of fome ime 
pending calamity, 

‘ 10 On a camel fwift as an oftrich, the mother of many young 
ones, the long-necked inhabitant of the defert, 

* 11 Who hears a foft found, and dreads the approach of the 
hunter, in the afternoon jutt before the dufk of evening : 

‘ 12 Then mayft thou fee behind her, from the quick motion of 
her legs, and the force with which fhe {trikes the earth, a cloud of 
duft thin as the goffamer ; 

* 13 And the traces of her hoofs, which are fuch as to be foon 


effaced by the winds blowing over the fandy plain. 


* 14 With her I difport myfelf in the fultry noon, whilft every 
fon of valour is like a blind camel devoted to death. 

* 15 Yet misfortunes and evil tidings have-brought on-us affairs, 
which give us affliction and anguih ; 

* 16 Forour brethren, the family of ARAKEM, the dragon-eyed, 
have tranfgreffed the bounds of juitice againft us, and have been ve- 
hement in their invectives : 

‘ 17 They have confounded the blamelefs among us with the 
guilty, and the moft perfeét innocence hae not efcaped their cenfure. 

‘ 18 They have infifted, that all, who pitch their tents in the 


defert, are our affociates, and that we are involved in their of- . 


fences. 

** 19 They affembled their forces at night, and, as foon as the 
dawn appeared, there was nothing heard among them but a tumul- 
tuous noife 7 . 

_ § 20 OF thofe who called, and thofe who anfwered ; the neigh- 
ing of horfes, and, among the reft, the lowing of camels. 

* 21 Othou, who adorneft thy flowery fpeeches concerning us 
before amrv, can this falfhood be long undeteéted ? 

* 22 Imagine not that thy inftigation will animate him againft us, 
or humilitate us; fince long before thee our enemies have openly 
caluminated us. 

* 23 Yet we continued advancing ourfelves in defiance of their 
hate, with laudable felf-fuificiency and exalted reputation. 

3 C4 ‘ 24 Bee 
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* 24 Before this day, the eyes of nations have been dazzled by 
our glory, and have been moved with envious indignation and ob- 
ftinate refentment. 

* 25 Fortune feemed to raife for us a dark rock, with a pointed 
fummit, difpelling the clouds, 

* 26 Thick and firm, fecured from calamity, not to be weakened 
by any difafter however grievous and violent. 

* 27 *Intruft to our wifdom every momentous affair, from which 
you defire to be extricated, and by which the affemblies of chiefs 
are made unhappy. 

* 28 * If you inquire concerning our wars between MILAHA and 
DHAKIB, you will find on their plains many an unavenged, and 
many an avenged, corfe : 

* 29 * Or, if you examine diligently the queftions, in which all 
tribes are deeply interefted, you will fee the difference between your 
offences and our innocence ; 

‘ 30 * But if youdecline this fair difcufion, we fhall turn from 
you with refentment, concealing hatred in our bofoms as the mote 
is concealed in the clofed Me . 

‘31 * Reje@, if you pleafe, the terms which we offer; but of 
whom have you heard, that furpafles us in glory ? 

‘ 32 * You have perfectly known us on the days, when the war- 
riours have affailed one another with rapacious violence, when e- 
very tribe has raifed a tumultuous din ; 

* 33 * When we brought up our camels from the palmgroves of 
BaureIN, and drove them by rapid marches, till we reached the 
plain of Hisa. 

‘ 34 Then we advanced againft the fons of Tameim, and, when 
the facred month required a cefiation of our war, we carried away 
the daughters of their tribe for our handmaids. 

35 Jn oppofition to us, neither could the valiant man keep his 
ground on the level field, nor did precipitate flight avail the faint- 
hearted. : 

‘ 36 No; the coward, who ran haftily from the plain, was 
not faved by the fummit of rocks or the roughnefs of craggy 

aths. 

a 37 By thefe exertions we maintained our pre-eminence over 
the tribes, until Monpir, fon of the beautiful Maisema, obtained 
the dominion : 

‘ 38 He was a prince, who bore witnefs to our valour on the 
day of HAYARAIN, when the calamity of war was, in truth, a ca- 
lamity : 

* 39 ee who fubjeéted nations ; whofe equal in magnani- 
mity could not be found among them. 

* 40 Defift then from vaunting and from hoftility : you have, in- 
deed, pretended ignorance of our claims, but from that pretended 
ignorance will proceed your wo. 

- $ ar Remember well the oaths taken in pxau*LMEJAAz, the 
covenants and vows of amity, which were made there of old. 

‘ 42 Beware of injultice and violence ; nor let your intem- 


fare paffions impel you to violate your contracts written on 
picts. | 
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‘ 43 Know, that we and you, on the day when we made our 
treaty, were equally bound by our refpective engagements. ; 

* 44 Are we refponfible for the crimes of CANDA f Shall their 
conquering chief have the fpoils, and fha!l reprifals be made upon us? 

‘45 Are we refponfible for the excefles of HANEIFA, and for 
all the conflicts, which the dutty plain has feen accumulated ? 

¢ 46 Mutt we anfwer for the offences of the fons of areik ? 
No: whoever has broken his covenant, we are innocent of 
their war. 

‘ 47 Doth the guilt of r8aap hang on our heads, as the burden 
is fuipended on the centre of the camel’s girths ? 

‘ 48 Has the blame due to kopHaa fallen upon us ? or rather are 
we not fecure from a fingle drop of their faults ? 

‘ 49 Are we refpontible for the crimes of tyaAp, as it was faid 
to the tribe of tHasm, “* Your brethren are rebels ?” 

* 50 Thofe, who raifed the diffention, belong not to us, neither 
RAIS, NOT JONDAL, nor HADDA. 

‘st Vain pretexts! Unjuft afperfions! That we Jhould fuffer for 
others, as the roe is facrified in the place of the fheep! 

* 52 Fourfcore warriours, indeed advanced from tTAMEIM, and 
their hands carried lancets, whofe points were fate ; 

* 53 Yet, they profaned not the hallowed places of the fons 
of RIZAAH on the hills of nrraa, when they called on them 
for mercy : 

* 54 They left them, however, wounded on the plain, and re- 
turned with captive herds and flocks fo numerous, that the drivers 
ofthem were deafened with their cries. 

* 55 The vanquifhed tribe came afterwards to implore reftitution, 
but not a fingle beaft, either black or of bright hue, was reftored 
to them : 

y e So they retired with heart-breaking afflictions, nor could 
any itream of water quench their ardent rage :— iar 

* 57 After this, a troop of horfemen, led by the impetuous GHAL- 
LAAK, affailed them withour remorfe or pity : 

* 58 Full many a fon of taGctes has been fmitten, whofe 
blood has flowed unrevenged, while the black duft covered his corfe. 

*'s9 Are your cares comparable to thofe of our tribe, when Mon- 
pin waged war again{t them ? Are we, dike you, become fubject to 
the fon of HINDA ? 

* 60 When he fixed his abode in the lofty turrets of MaisuNA, 
and fojourned in the nearer ftation of KHALTHA, 

* 61 From every tribe there flocked around him a company of 
robbers, impetuous as eagles : 

* 62 He led them on, and fupplied them with dates and with 
water: fo the will of Gop was accomplifhcd, and afflicted men 
doomed to affliction. 

* 63 Then you invited them to attack you by your want of cir- 
cumfpection, and the vain fecurity of your intemperate joy impel- 
led them to be hoftile. 

* 64 They furprifed you not, indeed, by a fudden affault ; but 
thy advanced, gnd the fultry vapour of noon, through which you 
faw them, increafed thcir magnitude. 
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* 65 Othou inveterate and glozing calumniator, who inveighet 
againit us before king aMru, will there be noend of thy unjug 
invectives ? 

* 66 Between amrv and us many ats of amity have paffed, and 
from all of them, no doubt, has benefit arifen. 

* 67 He isa juft prince, and the moft accomplifhed that walks 
the earth : all praife is below his-merit : 

* 68 A prince defcended from iem! A warriour, like him, 
oughtever to be encircled with troops of genii, for he protects his 
domain, and refufes to punifh even his opponents: 

‘ 69 A monarch, who knows us by three infallible figns, by each 
of which our excellence is decided : 

© 70 The firft is the confpicuous token of our valour, when all 
ARABIA come forth inthe rocky vales, each tribe of MAAD under 
their banner, * 

© 71 Andaffembled, incomplete armour, round the warlike xars 
that valiant prince of YEMEN, who flood frm and brilliant \ike a 
white cliff. 

* 72 Then came a legion of high born youths, whom nothing 
could reftrain but our long and glittering {pears ; 

* 73 But we repelled them with ftrokes, which made their blood 
gulb from their fides, as the water ftreams from the mouth of a bottle 
which contains it. 

‘ 74 We drove them for refuge to the craggy hillsof THAHLAAN ; 
we thruft them before us, till the mufeles of their thighs were 
breeched in gore. 

‘ 75. We didwith them a deed, the name of which cop only 
knows ; and no revenge could be taken for the blood of men who 
fought their own fate. 

‘ 76 Next advanced nojar, fon of OMMI KATHAAM, with an 
army of persIANs, clad in difeoloured brafs, 

‘77 A lion in the conflict, of a ruddy bue, trampling on his 
prey ; but a vernal feafon of beneficence in every barren year: 

‘ “8 Yét we {mote them on the forebeads with the edges of our 
cymeters, which quivered in their flefh like buckets drawn from a 
deep well encircled with ftone. 

© 79 Secondly, we broke the chains of AMRIOLKAIs, after his long 
imprifonment and anguifh. 

* 80 We forcibly revenged the death of monp1R on the king of 
GASSAAN, that his blood might not flow in vain. 

‘ $1 Weredeemed our captives with nine kingsof illuftrious race, 
whofe {poils were exceedingly precious. 

¢ 82 With the horfes, with the dark horfes, of the fons of avs 
came whole fquadrons, fierce as eagles with crooked beaks : 

. We {fcarce had pafled through the cloud of duft, when they 
enttied their backs ; and then how dreadfully blazed the fire of our 
Vengeance ! 

‘84 Lafly, we gave birth to amrvu the fonof omm ayaas, fof 
not long ago were the bridal gifts prefented to us as kinfmen: 

‘85 May our faithful admonition reach all our kindred tribes, 
extended as wide as our confanguinity, in plains beyond 
plains !’ 
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It becomes us to obferve that the originals are publifhed 
by themfelves, in the lait divifion of the volume ; and that 
the work is ornamented with a very elegant engraving of 
Mr. Jones, by Mr. Hall, from a portrait painted by Sir 
Jothua Reynolds. 





Arr. II, Letters from an American Farmer ; describing certain 
Provincial Situations, Manners, and Cuftoms, not generally 
known; and conveying fome Idea of the late and prefent interior 
Circumitances of the Britifh Colonies in North America. Writ- 
ten, for the Information of a Friend in England. By J. Heétor 
St. John, a Farmerin Penfylvania. Anew Edition with an ac- 
curateIndex. Svo. 53. Davis. 


HE American farmers know better than many poli- 
ticians and princes that the value of land is not to be 
eitimated by its extent, but by its population. Hence the 
various arts that are ufed to promote emigration to the new 
world, which they defcribe in all the raptures with which 
poets {peak of the golden age. Thefe letters we are affured, in 
an advertifement prefixed to them, are the genuine produ@i- 
on of the American farmer whofe name they bear. But, be- 
fides, the dire& evidence of this affurance, the anonymous 
Editor endeavours to convince the reader of their authenticity, 
by means of that internal evidence which arifes from the ftile 
and manner in which they are conceived ; ‘‘ for though plain 
aad familiar, and fome times animated, he fays, they are by 
homeans exempt from fuch inaccuracies as muft unavoidably 
occur in the rapid effufions of a confefiedly inexperienced 
writer.” And the Author, attempts to imprefs the idea of 
his being a plain, uniettered American farmer, by a pre- 
liminary dialogue, in which his wife, the minifter, and 
himielf are the fpeakers. His wife diffuades him from writ- 
ing, the minifter encourages neighbour Fames, who is re- 
prefented as aman of great fimplicity of mannezs, but al- 
fo as a man of natural eloquence and good fenfe, to gratify 
the requeft of his friend in London that he would write 
to him, in a feries of letters, an account of a great variety 
of important particulars refpe€ting America. Writing let- 
ters he told him, was nothing more than talking on paper, 
which Fames (i e. the Author) was conftrained to confefs 
Was guite a new thought. “James was perfuaded to com- 
mence a correfpondence with his friend in London : and 
an account of the means by which he was perfuaded to do 
fo forms the fubje& of his firft letter. The dialogue, and 
indeed, the whole of this letter is evidently fi€titious, and 
inftead of proving, ferves to deftroy the authenticity of the 
pubh- 
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publication in the ftrongeft manner. Neighbour Fame 
throughout the whole appears to be a very enlightened per: 
fon : deeply verfant in hiftory, politicks, and even philofo. 
phy. And notwithftanding his dedication to Abbé Ray. 
NAL, 1s dated from Carlifle in Pennfylvania, and that in an 
advertifement to this new edition of the letters, we are in- 
formed that Mr. St. John has accepted a public employ. 
ment (not fpecified) at New York, we are nota little fuf. 
picious that the letters before us are no more the compofiti- 
ons of an American Heéor St. Fobn, than they are the com- 
pofitions of the Trojan Heétor fon to K. Priam. 

There are two difadvantages which arife from this con- 
du& in our Author. Firft, it is an offence againft that 
fundamental law of good writing which requires an uni- 
formity not only of defign but of character. 

Secondly, Thefe appearances of fiétion, the fportful ex- 
periments which the Author praétifes on the credulity or on 
the imagination of his readers, detra&t much from the cre- 
dibility of the fplendid things he fays concerning America: 
and we are apt to imagine that as there areno fuch farmers 
in America as this writer, fo neither is there perfect truth 
in the defcriptions, and the accounts, he gives of that coun- 
try. He is, however, an agreeable, and in fome particu- 
lars a well informed writer. He is evidently well acquaint- 
ed with the geography, agriculture, arts, manufactures, and 
trade of America: and alfo with the condition, manners, 
and cuftoms of its inhabitants. The following extraé& from 
his fecond letter, in which he defcribes the fituation, the 
feelings, and the pleafures of an American farmer, will af- 
ford a fpecimen of our Author’s manner, and of thofe ideas 
of liberty, plenty, and a happy, but fomewhat wild and 
romantic independence, which reign through the whole of 
this publication. 


* As you, fays he to his friend in London, are the firft enlighten- 
ed European | had ever the pleafure of being acquainted with, you 
will not be furprifed that I fhould, according to your earneft defire 
and my promife, appear anxious of preferving your friendfhip 
and correfpondence. By your accounts, I obferve a material dit- 
ference fubfifis between your hufbandry, modes, and cuftoms, and 
ours. Every thing is local. Could we enjoy the advantages ot 
the Englifh tarmer, we fhould be much happier, indeed ; but this 
wifh, hke many others, implies a contradiction ; and, could the 
Englifh farmer have fome of thofe privileges we poffefs, they would 


be the firft of their clafs in the world. Good and evil, I fee, are 
to be found in all focieties, and it is in vain to feek for any {pot 
where thofe ingredients are not mixed. I therefore reft fatisfied, 
and thank God that my lot is to be an American farmer, inftead of 
a Ruffian boor, or a Hungarian peafant. I thank you kindly for 
the idga, however dreadtul, which you have given me of their ee 
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andcondition. Your obfervations have confirmed me in the juftnefs 
of my ideas, and I am happier now than I thought mytelf be- 
fore. It is ftrange that mifery, when viewed in others, fhould 
become to us a fort of real good; though I am far from rejoic- 
ing to hear that there are in the world men fo throughly wretch- 
ed. They are no doubt as harmlcis, induftrious, and willing to 
work, as we are. Hard istheir fate to be thus condemned to a 
flavery worfe than that of our negroes. Yet, when young, I en- 
tertained fome thoughts of felling my farm. I thought it aflurded 
but a-dull repetition of the fame labours and pleafures. I thought 
the former tedious and heavy : the latter few and infipid. But, 
when I came to confider myfelf as divefted of my farm, I then 
found the world fo wide, and every place fo full, that I began to 
fear left there would be no room for me. My farm, my houfe, 
my barn, prefented, to my imagination, objets from which I 
adduced quite new ideas; they were more forcible than before. 
Why fhould not I find myfelf happy, faid I, where my father 
was before ? He left me no good books it is true; he gave me 
no other education than the art of reading and writing : but he 
left me a good farm and his experience: he left me free from 
debts, and no kind of difficulties to flruggle’ with. I married ; 
and this perfectly reconciled me to my fituation. My wife ren- 
dered my houfe all at once cheerful and pleafing: it no longer 
appeared gloomy and folitary as before. When I went to work 
in my fields, [ worked with more alacrity and fprightlinefs. I felt 
that I did not work for myfelf alone, and this encouraged me much. 
My wife would often come with her knitting in her hand, and 
fit under the fhady tree, praifing the ftraightnels of my’ furrows 
and the docility of my horfes. This fwelled my heart and made 
every thing light and pleafant, and I regretted that I had not 
married before. I felt myfelf happy in my new fituation, and 
where is that ftation which can conier a more fubftantial fyftem 
of felicity than that of an American farmer, poffefling freedom of 
action, freedom of thoughts, ruled by a mode of government 
which requires but little from us ? I owe nothing but a pepper- 
corn to my country, a fmall tribute to my king, with loyalty and 
due refpect. I know no other landlord than the Lord of all land, 
to whom I owe the moft fincere gratitude. My father left me 
three hundred and feventy-one acres of land, forty-feven of which 
are good timothy meadow, an excelient orchard, a good houfe, 
and afubitantial barn. It is my duty to think how happy I am 
that he lived to build and to pay for all thefe improvements. What 
are the labours which I have to undergo ? What are my fatigues 
when compared to his, who had every thing to do, from the frit 
tree he felled to the finifhing of his houfe ? Every year I kill from 
1500 to 2000 weight of pork, 1200 of beef, half a dozen of good 
wethers in harveft; of fowls my wife has always a great ftock : 
what can I wifh more? My negroes are tolerably taithful and 
healthy By a long feries of induitry and honeft dealings, my ta- 
ther left behind him the name of a good man. I have burt to 
tread his paths to be happy and a good man like him. I know 
enough of the law to regulate my little concerns with propriety, 
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nor do I dread its power. Thefe are the grand outlines of my 
fituation ; but as I can feel much more than I am able to exprefs, 
I hardly know how to proceed. When my firft fon was born, the 
whole train of my ideas were fuddedly altered. Never was there 
a charm that a¢ted fo quickly and powerfully. I ceafed to ramble 

in imagination through the wide world. My excurfions, finee, 
have not exceeded the bounds of my farm; and all my principal 
pleafures are now centered within its feanty limits ; but, at the 
fame time, there is not an operation belonging to it in which I 
do not find fome food for ufetul reflections. This is the reafon, | 
fuppofe, that, when you were here, you ufed, in your refined ftyle 
to denominate me the farmer of feelings. How rude mutt thofe 

feelings be in him who daily holds the ax or the plough ! How 
much more refined, on the contrary, thofe of the European, whofe 
mind is improved by education, example, books, and by every. 
acquired advantage! Thofe feelings, hawever, 1 will delineate as 
well as I can, agreeably to your earneft requeft. When I con- 
template my wife, by my fire-fide, while fhe either fpins, knits, 

darns, or fuckles our child, I cannot defcribe the various emotions 
of love, of gratitude, of eonfcious pride, which thrill in my 

heart, and often overtlow 1m involuntary tears, 1 feel the neceffity 

the {weet pleafure, of acting my part, the part of a hufband ; nd 
father, with an attention and propriety which may entitle me to 
my good fortune. It is truce, thefe pleafing images vanifh with 
the imoke of mv pipe, but, though they difappear from my mind, 

the impreffion they have made on my heart 1s indelible. W hen I 
play with the infant, my warm imagination runs forward, and 
eagerly anticipates his future temper and conftitution. I would 
willingly epen the book of fate, and know in which page his def- 

tiny is deiimeated. Alas! where is the father, who, in thofe mo- 
ments of paternal extacy, can delineate one half of the thoughts 
which dilate his heart? 1 am fure I cannot. Then again I 
fear tor the health of thofe who are become fo dear to me: and, 

in their ficknefles, I feverely pay for the joys I experienced whi le 
they were well. Whenever I go abroad it is always involuntary. I 
never return home without feeling fome pleafing emotion, which | 
often fupprefs as ufelefs and foolith. The inftant I enter on my own 
land, the bright idea of property, of exclufive right, of indepen- 
dence, exalt my mind. Precious foil,I fay to myfelf, by what fingular 
cuftom of law is it that thou waft made to conititute the riches of 
the freeholder ? What fhould we American farmers be without the 
diftinct poffeffion of that foil ? It feeds, it clothes us: from it we 
draw even a great exuberancy, our beft meat, our richeit drink ; 

the very honey of our bees comes from this privileged {pot. No 
wonder we fhould thus cherith its poffetfion : no wonder that fo 
many Europeans, who have never been able to fay that fuch porti- 
on of land was theirs, erofs the Atlantic to realize that happinefs ! 

This formerly rude foil has been converted by my father into a 
pleafant farm, and, in return, it has eftablifhed all our rights. 
On it is founded odr rank, our freedom, our power, as citizens ; 
our importance, as inhabitants of fuch a diftri€&t. Thefe images, I 
muit confeis, 1 always behold with pleafure, and extend them as 
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far as My imagination can reach ; for this is what may be called 
the true and the only philofophy of an American farmer.’ 

The farmer proceeds to defcribe the various ideas, emo- 
tions, and paflions, which are raifed in his mind by his fi- 
tuation, and which difcover no fmall fhare of feeling, tatte, 
and knowledge. His children, the fimple modifications of 
his life, his chickens, his bees, the birds that frequent his, 
dwelling place, thefe form the delightful fubje& of a confi- 
derable portion of his letter. From thefe topics he pafles on 
to the woods, 

‘ AfterI have done fowing, by way of recreation, I prepare 
for a week’s jaunt in the woods, not to hunt either the deer or the 
bears, as my neighbours do, but to catch the more harmiefs bees, 
I cannot boat that this chace is fo noble or fo famous among 
men, but I find it lefs fatiguing, and full as profirable ; and the 
laft confideration is the only one that moves me. F take with me my 
dog, as acompanion, for he is ufelefs as to this game. My gun, tor no 
man you know ought to enter the woods without one, my blan- 
ket, fome provifions, fome wax, vermilion, honey, and a fmall 
pocket-compafs. With thefe implements I proceed to fuch woods 
as are at a confiderable diftance trom any fettlements, I carefully 
examine whether they abound with large trees; if fo, I make a 
fmall fire, on fome flat ftones, in a convenient place. On the fire 
I put fome wax ; clofe by this fire, on another ftone, I drop 
honey in diftinct drops, which I furround with imall quantities of 
vermilion, laid on the ftone ; and then I retire carefully to watch 
whether any bees appear. If there are any in that neighbour- 
hood, I reft affured that the fmell of the burnt wax will unavoid- 
ably attract them. They will foon find out the honey, for they are 
fond of preying on that which is not their own ; and, in their ap- 
proach, they will neceflarily tinge themfelves with fome particles 
of vermillion, which will adhere long-to theirbodies: I next fix 
my compafs, to find out their courfe, which they keep invariably 
ftrait, when they are returning home loaded. By the affiftance of 
my watch, I obferve how long thofe are returning which are mark- 
ed with vermilion. ‘Thus, poffeffed of the courfe, and, in fome 
meafure, of the diftance, which I can eafily guefs at, I follow 
the firft, and feldom fail of coming to the tree where thofe republics 
are lodged. I then mark it ; and thus with patience, I have found 
out fometimes eleven fwarms in a feafon; and it is inconceivable 
what a quantity of honey thefe trees will fometimes afford. It en- 
tirely depends on the fize of the hollow, as the bees never reft nor 
{warm till it is all replenifhed ; for, like men, it is only the want 
of room that induces them to quit the maternal hive. Next I pro- 
ceed to fome of the neareft fettlements, where I procure proper 

afiftance to cut down the trees, get all my prey fecured, and then 
return home with my prize. The firfi bees I ever procured were 
thus found in the woods by mere accident; for, at that time, I 
had no kind of fkill in this method of tracing them. The body of 
the tree being perfectly found, they had lodged themfelves in the 
hollow of one of its principal limbs, which I carefully fawed off, 
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and, with a good deal of labour and indutftry, brought it home, 
where I fixed it up in the fame pofition in which I found it grow.- 
ing. This wasin April. Ihad five fwarms that year, and they 
have beemever fince very profperous. This bufinefs generally 
takes up a week of my timeevery tall, and to me it is a week of {o- 
litary eafe and relaxation.’ 

Having defcribed the manner in which he treated his 
home bees ; the method pratifed in America of catching 
pigeons, the numbers of which, he fays, are fometimes 
fo aflonifhing, asto obfcure the fun in their flight; the 
pleafure received from the warbling of birds and from con- 
templating the ceeconomy of thofe animals; a republic of 
hornets ; and the architeéture and civil and domeftic ceco- 
nomy of wafps, which appear little lefs wonderful than thofe 
of the ant called thermites, he concludes his letter thus : 

‘ 1 never fhouid have dene, were I to recount the many obje¢ts 
which involuntarily ftrike my imagination in the midft of my 
work, and fpontaneoutly afforded me the moft pleafing relief. Thee 
may appear infignificant trifles to a perfon who has travelled through 
Europe and America, and is acquainted with books and with 
many fciences. But fuch fimple objects of’ contemplation fuilice 
me, who have no time to beitow on more extenfive obfervations. 
Happily thefe require no ftudy : they are obvious: they gild the 
moments I] dedicate to them, and enliven the fevere labours which 
I perform. At home my happinefs fprings from very differcnt ob- 
jects. The gradual unfolding of my children’s reafon, the ftudy 
of their dawning tempers, attract all my paternal attention. | 
have to contrive little punifhments for their little faults, fmall en- 
couragements for their good aétions, and a variety of other expe- 
cients dictated by various occafions. But thefe are themes un- 
worthy your perufal, and which ought not to be carried‘ beyond the 
walls of my houfe, being domeftic myfteries, adapted only to the 
locality of the fmall fanétuary wherein my family refides. Sometimes 
I delight in inventing and executing machines, which fimplify my 
wife’s labour. 1 have been tolerably fuccefsful that way. And 
thefe, Sir, are the narrow circles within which I conflantly re- 
volve ; and what can I with for beyond them ? I blets God tor 
all the good he has given me. I envy no man’s prefperity, and wifh no 
other portion of happinefs than that I may liveto teach the fame 
philofophy to my children, and give each of them a farm, fliew 
them how to cultivate it, and be, like their father, good fubftantial 
independant American farmers. An appellstion which will be 
the moft fortunate one a man of my clafs can poffefs, fo long as our 
civil government continues to fhed bleffings on our bufbandry. 
Adieu. 

The ground which our Author traverfes is extenfive, and 
full of fcenes, beautiful, grand, and wild. Society is view- 
ed in its rudeft commencements, andin that happy ftate 
in which induftry takes place of favage liftleffnefs, when thc 
heart is expanded by focial affe€tion, but not ah Al by 
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juxury and refinement. The pi&ure is noble and affeéting, 
but it is not drawn wholly from life. The happy circum+ 
{tances in the condition of. an American farmer are brought 
forward with too much warmth : but the miferies incident 
to his fituation are concealed. 
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Art. IV. A plain Letter to the common People of England and Wales, 
giving fome fair Warning againit tran{porting themlelves to A- 
merica. 12mo. Printed by Cocking, Brittol. 


HIS letter is calculated to counteract the allurements 

to emigration, that are held forth to the people by Hec- 
tor ee the American farmer, and other perfons, who 
are defirous of conferring a value on their wafte lands in 
America by cultivation. But if thefe perfons reprefent 
America as a perfect elyfium, in which the rural like may 
be enjoyed in its utmoft innocence, affluence, peace, and 
comfort, the writer of this letter reprefents it as an hell 
upon earth. ‘This is no exaggeration on our part: for he 
quotes a faying of old Dr. Cotton Mather’s, himfelf an A- 
merican, who thought to difgrace the Devil by ftyling him 
** The landlord of America.” 

Shipmafters, he fays, continue to decoy whole cargoes of 
men to America, who find themfelves obliged to indenture 
themfelves for a certain number of years, for the amount 
of their paflage. Thefe innocent tranfports are dragged 
away by the planters into wild and woody regions, far 
diftant from all former connections, where they are-treated 
in every refpeét like negroes, and wear out a mournful life 
without the hope of ever returning to their native 
country. 

Nor is it to fuch poor and unfortunate people as thefe, 
alone, that America proves, according to this writer, an ac- 
curfed country. To the planter himfelf it yields few of the 
comforts, but is productive of numerous fcourges of human 
life. The fudden tranfitions from violent heat to violent 
cold, the damps in the morning and evening, with all 
their train of fevers, agues, dyfenteries, rheumatifms, prée- 
mature old age, &c. &c. are exhibited in ftrong and affec- 
ting colours. In that unhappy country, we are told that 
vegetables, animals, and even the human race greatly de- 
generate from the ftate in which they were when imported 
thither from Europe. | 

Although the miferies of America, are, in this fmall 
publication greatly exaggerated, yet does the picttre it ex- 
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hibits bear a nearer refemblance to truth and nature, than 
the flattering portraits of the American farmer. 





Art. V. Effays on Suicide, and the Immortality of the Soul, afcribed 
to the late David Hume. Efq;-never betore publifhed. With 
Remarks intended as an Antidote to the Poifon contained jn 
thefe Performances, by the Editor. ‘To which is added, two Le:- 
ters on Suicide ; from Rouffeau’s Eloifa. London. Sold by the 
Bookfellers in Piccadilly, Fleet-ftreet, and Pater-nofter-row, 12mo, 


38. 6d. fewed. 


HE predominant paffion of Mr. Hume, as he himfelf 

acknowleged, was literary fame. Hence that love of 
paradox, and affectation of fingularity which appear in his 
writings. ‘To illuftrate and confirm opinions already re- 
ceived, entitles a writer only to fecondary praife, and is 
the humble tafk of plodding commentators. But to de- 
{troy the moft inveterate prejudices of mankind, and in 
their room to fubftitute doétrines which excite pleafure by 
their novelty, and aftonifhment by their boldnefs : this 
gives atitle to no vulgar praife, and feems an object worthy 
of ambition. Iffuch innovations can be made to appear 
conducive to the interefts of fociety { if the efforts of dar- 
ing and inventive genius are fanctified by a tendency to pro- 
mote the good of mankind, their praife 1s compleat, and they 
reach the fummit of glory. 

This is the glory of which Mr. Hume is ambitious. The 
fpirit and genius of the greater part of his philofophical, 
and indeed, of a great part of his hiftarical writings is an at- 
tempt to raife mankind above the terrors of fuperttition by 
fubtle and profound reafoning. Accordingly, in his lait 
illnefs, he remarked with fatisfaétion and triumph to his 
intimate friends, that he faw the clouds of religious fears 
vanifhing before the funfhine of his writings. Serenity of 
mind is the moft precious fruit of philofophy. This fruit 
Mr. Hume reaped himfelf, and he was defirous of extend- 
ing it to others. Virgil’s defcription of the fage, who by 
the knowledge of caufe and effect conquers the apprelienfi- 
‘ons of futurity, if ever it was applicable to any perion, 
was applicable to our philofopher. 

Riz, qui potuit rerum cognofcere caufas, 
Atque metus omnes et inexorabile fatum 
Subjecit — firepitumqui Acherontis avari. 

The grand praétical inference to be drawn from the whole 
of Mr. Hume’s philofophy, he appears to have been {oli- 
citous to leave, !as a legacy to his readers, in thefe two ¢'- 
fays on fuicide, and the immortality of the foul : for the con- 
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clufion to which they point is ‘* enjoy the prefent life whil® 
you can, without indulging the vain Br of immor- 
tality : but if life becomes infupportable, feek, by the cafieft 
means, for repofe in the grave, where the weary are at 
reft.”” 

That thefe Effays are in reality the productions of the 
Author, to whom they are afcribed, is a matter which might 
certainly be proved by internal, were it not fufficiently au- 
thenticated by external evidence. Whoever is verfant in 
the writings of Mr. Hume, will here plainly difcover his 
{tile and manner, and his turn of thinking. Nota little of 
what appears in thefe Effays is to be found in his other writ- 
ings. Neverthelefs they contain fome things new: and 
even doétrines which had been publifhed before, affume a 
new appearance when urged in fupport of other doétrines. 

In the Effay on Suicide Mr. Hume fets out with magni- 
fying the merits of philofophy, as an antidote againft the 
miferies of fuperftition, which he deferibes in a lively:man- 
ner. "He then endeavours to reftore men to their native li- 
berty, by examining all the common arguments againft 
Suicide, and fhewing that that action may be free from 
every imputation of guilt or blame, according to the fenti- 
ments of all the antient pliilofophers. If Suicide be criminal, 
fays he, it muft be a tranfgreflion of our duty either to God, 
our Neighbour, or ourlelves.—To prove that Suicide is no 
tranfgreifion of our duty to God, he urges the following 
confiderations. 

_* Inorderto govern the material world, the almighty Creator 
has eftablifhed general andimmutable laws, by which all bodies, 
from the greateft planet to the fmalleft particle of matter, are main- 
tained in their proper fphere and function. To govern the animal 
world, he has endowed all living creatures with bodily and mental 
powers; with fenfes, paffions, appetites, memory, and judzment, 
by which they are impelled or regulated in that courfe of life to 
which they are deflined. Thefe two diftiné principles of the mate- 
rial and animal world, continuaily encroach upon each other, and 
mutually retard or forward each others operation. ‘The powers of 
men we | of all other animals are reftrained and directed by the na- 
tureand qualities of the furrounding bodies, and the modifications 
and a¢tions of thefe bodies are inceflantly altered by the operation 
of all animals. Man is ftopt by rivers in his paffage over the fur- 
face of the earth; arid rivers, when properly directed, lend their 
force to the motion of fnachines, which ferve te the ufe of man. 
But tho’ the provinces of the niatecrial and animal powers are not 
kept entirely feparate, there refults from thence no difcord or dit- 
order in the creation: on the contrary, from the m xture, union, 
and contraft of all the various powers of inanimate bodies and living 
creatures, arifes that fympathy, harmony, and proportion, which 
aflords the fureit argument of fu — wifdom. ‘Lhe ois 
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of the Deity appears not ifnmediately in any operation, but governs 
every thing by thofe general and immutable laws, which have been 
eftablifhed from the beginning of time. All events, in one fenfe, 
may be pronounced the aétion of the Almighty, they all proceed 
from thofe powers with which he has endowed his creatures. A 
houfe which falls by its own weight, is not brought to ruin by his 
providence, more that one deftroyed by the hands of men; nor are 
the human faculties lefs his workmanfhip, than the laws of motion 
and gravitation. When the paffions play, when the judgment dic- 
tates, when the limbs obey; this is all the operation of God, and 
upon thefe animate principles, as well as upon the inanimate, has he 
eltablifhed the government of the univerfe. Every event is alike 
important in the eyes of that infinite being, who takes in at one 
glance the moft diftant regions of fpace, and remoteft periods of 
time. There is no event, Rowever important to us, which he has 
exempted from the general laws that govern the univerfe, or which 
he has peculiarly referved for his own immediate ation and opera- 
tion. The revolution of {tates and empires depends upon the fmall- 
eft caprice or paflion of fingle men; and the lives of men are fhort- 
ened or extended by the fmalleft accident of air or diet, funfhine or 
tempeft. Nature itill continues her progrefs'and operation; and 
if general laws be ever broke by particular volitions of the Deity, 
*tis after a manner which entirely efcapes human obfervation. As 
on the one hand, the elements and other inanimate parts of the cre- 
ation carry on their action without regard to the particular intereft 
and fituation of men; fo men are entrufted to their own judgment 
and difcretion in the various fhocks of matter, and may employ 
every faculty with which they are endowed, in order to provide for 
their cafe, happinefs, or prefervation. What is the meaning then 
of that principle, that a man who tired of life, and hunted by pain 
and mifery, bravely overcomes all the natural terrors of death, 
and makes his efcape from this cruel fcene: that fuch a man I fay, 
has incurred the indignation of his Creator by encroaching on the 
office of divine providence, and difturbing the order of the uni- 
verfe ? fhall we affert that the Almighty has referved to himfelf in 
any peculiar manner the difpofal of the lives of men, and has not 
fubmitted that event, in common with others, to the general laws 
by which the univerfe is governed? This is plainly falfe; the lives 
of men depend upon the fame laws as the lives of all other animals; 
and thefe are fubjeéted to the general laws of matter and motion. 
The fall of a tower, or the infufion of a poifon, will deftroy a man 
equally with the meaneft creature; and inundation fweeps away 
every thing without diftincétion that comes within the reach of its 
fury. Since therefore the lives of men are for ever dependent on 
the general laws of matter and motion, is a man’s difpofing of his 
life criminal, becaufe in every cafe it is criminal to encroach upon 
thefe laws, or difturb their operation? But this feems abfurd ; all 
animals are entrufted to their own prudence and {kill for their cous 
duét in the world, have full authority as far as their power ¢x- 
tends, to alter all the operations of nature. Without the exercife ot 
this authority they could not fubfift a moment ; every action, every 


motion of a man, innovates on the order of fome parts of matte, 
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and diverts from their ordinary courfe the general laws of motion. 
Putting together, therefore, thefe conclufions, we find that human 
life depends upon the general laws of matter and motion, and that 
itis no encroachment on the office of providence todifturb or alter 
thefe general laws: Has not every one, of confequence, the free 
difpofal of his own life? And may he not lawfully employ that 
power with which nature has endowed him? In order to deftro 
the evidence of this conclufion, we muft fhew a reafon why this 
articular cafe is excepted ; is it becaufe human life is of fuch great 
importance, that ’tis a prefumption for human prudence to difpofe 
of it? Butthe life of a man is of no greater importance to the 
univerfe than that of an oyfter. And were it of ever fo great im- 
portance, the order of human nature has actually fubmitted it to 
human prudence, and reduced us toa necefliy, in every incident, 
of deterinining concerning it.—Were the difpofal of human life fo 
much referved as the peculiar province of the Almighty, that it 
were ar encroachment an his right, for men to difpofe of their own 
lives ; it would be equally criminal to aét for the prefervation of life 
as for its deftruction. If I turn afide a ftone which is falling 
upon my head, I diiturb the courfe of nature, and I invade the 
culiar province of the Almighty, by lengthening out my life be- 


yond the period which by the general laws of matter and motion he 
had affigned it.’ 


On thefe arguments of Mr. Hume we obferve, that a 
man’s difpofing of his life is not certainly criminal, becaufe 
in every cafe it is criminal to encroach upon the laws of 
matter and motion, or to difturb their operation. But we 
cannot fo readily affent to that reafoning, whereby he en- 
deavours to evince that every one has the free difpofal of his 
own life. ‘* The order of nature, he fays, has actually 
{fubmitted /ife to human pradence, and reduced us to a ne- 
ceflity, in every incident, of determining concerning it.” 
The inference he means to draw is that prudence may direct 
us to putan end to it. But, firft, ifwe are entrufted with 
the government of any machine, animate, or inanimate, 
re or moral, does it follow that we are at liberty to 
deftroy that machine at pleafure? The phyfician has na 
tight to kill his patient, nor the prince to facrifice the lives 
of iis fubje&ts, nor the mafter of a fhipto run her, volun- 
tarily on rocks and fhoals.. Since then it is not true that in 
all cafes the charge of any machine conveys a right to de- 
ftroy it, Mr. Hume ought in his own words, in order to 
deftroy the evidence of this argument ‘‘ to fhew a reafon 
why this particular cafe (of the government cf human life) 
1s excepted.” 

Secondly, in this argument of Mr. Hume’s, the word 
prudence is ufed in an equivocal fenfe. ‘That human life is 
aétually fubmitted to human prudence, that is, that in all 
the conduét of life we ought to confult the diétates of prx- 
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dence,is true. Prudence is the guide that points out the 
means of attaining an end: and was, by the antient philo- 
fophers juftly ranked among the cardinal virtues. But it is 
confiftent with the Epicurean philofophy only, to confider 
prudence as the only virtue. ‘Fujffice, temperance, and for- 
titude have their claims as well as prudence. If pleafure be 
the chief and only good, and if every thing is to be facri- 
ficed to the enjoyment of pleafing fenfations, or at leaft to the 
abfence of pain, prudence is to be accounted the fovereign 
virtue, and numberlefs cafes may exift in which it may be 
Jawful, becaufe it may be prudent, to put an end to exiil- 
ence. But, according to the philofophy of the Stoic, the 
Platonift, and the Chriitian, there is a propriety, a grace, 
a dignity, a fubmiffion to the divine will, an obedience to 
the duties of life, which, in the order of providence and 
truth are fuperior to life itfelf with all its enjoyments. The 
great author of the univerfe has placed man amidit tempta- 
tions, trials, and fufferings as the fchool and theatre of vir- 
tue. Where there is no itruggle there is ho virtue, as where 
there is no enemy to combat there is no victory. Refigna- 
tion to the will of Ged, in every fortune, 1s the confumma- 
tion of virtue. Hence the noble propriety of Rrcutus, 
not making his efcape from life by his own hands, but vo- 
luntarily furrendering himfelf to certain torment. Hence 
the dignity of Socrates in fubmitting to the laws of his 
country: and hence too the tranfcendent merit of Jesus 
performing the will of God on the crofs, and teaching a di- 
vine leffon of patience and fortitude to the world. In_ fhort, 
the objection we make to Mr. Hume’s argument, and it 1: 
an objeétion we have often occafion to make to his reafon- 
ing, 1s, that he fets moral obligation entirely afide; confiders 
not man as an accountable creature, and reafons concerning 
his conduét only on the principles of materiali/m. 

But fays Mr. Hume, ‘* were the difpofal of human life fo 
much referved as the peculiar province of the Almighty, 
that it were an encroachment on his right for men to dil- 
pofe of their own lives, it would be equally criminal to act 
for the prefervation of life as for its deftruction.”” ‘The an- 
{wer to this argument is extremely obvious. Self-preferva- 
tion is the ftrongeit inftinG, the firft law of nature: but an- 
nihilation is a natural obje&t of averfion and horror. 

Mr. Hume, according to the method he propofed, pro- 
ceeds to enquire whether Suicide be of that kind of actions, 
which imply aybreach of our duty ta ourneighbour, “ 2! 
our obligations to do good to fociety; fays he, feem to 1m- 
ply fomething reciprocal. I receive the benefits of focicty, 


and therefore ought to promote its interefts; but when ! 
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withdraw myfelf altogether from fociety, can I be bound 
any longer?” But the queftion is not concerning the moral 
obligations of a man after he ceafes to exiff, but when he is 
living. Would the obligation of a parent to train up, and 
to provide a number of helplefs children be cancelled the 
moment he fhould take a refolution to go into another king- 
dom, or into the land, to borrow a phrafe from the fcrip- 
tures, of forgetfulnefs? This isevidently a fophifm unwor- 
thy of the genius of Hume. It puts us in mind of the ar- 
gument by which an antient philofopher attempted to over- 
come the terrors of death. When death is, faid he, we 
are not; and when we are, death is not; therefore, death 
is nothing to us. 

That cafes may exift when, to human views, it may 
feem excufable to prevent or to end extreme and lingering 
torture, muft be acknowledged. And our merciful Creator, 
who knows our frame, in commiferation of our weaknefs, 
may pardon our infirmity. But, reafoning on the princi- 
ples of PERFECT VIRTUE, a dependent and accountable 
creature, ought to fubmit to the order of providence, and, 
like a centinelon his ftation, to wait for the orders of his 
commander. 

The Effay on the Immortality of the Soul abounds with 
the moft fubtle and ingenious reafoning: and we {fcruple 
not toagree with our Author, that it is difficult to prove 
the Immortality of the Soul by the mere light of reafon. The 
arguments for it are commonly derived either from meta- 
phyfical topics, or moral, or phyfical. — 

I, *‘ Merapnysricat topics fuppofe that the foul is immaterial, 
and that "tis impoffible for thought to belong to a material fub- 
ftance. (1) But juft metaphyfics teach us that the notion of fub- 
ffance is wholly confufed and imperfect, and that we have no other 
idea of any fubftance, than as an aggregate of particular qualities, 
luhering in an unknown fomething. Matter, therefore, and fpirit, 
are at bottom equally unknown, and we cannot determine what 
qualities inhere in the one or in the other. (2) They likewife teach 
us that nothing can be decided @ priori concerning any caufe or 
efe&, and that experience being the only fource of our judgmente 
of this nature, we cannot know from any other. principle, whether 
matter, by its ftrycture or arrangement, may not be the caufe of 
thought. Abftraé reafonings cannot decide any queftion of fact 
or exiftence.—But admitting a fpiritual fubitance to be difperfed 
throughout the univerfe, like the etherial fire of the Stoics, and to 
be the only inherent fubjeét of thought, we have reafon to con- 
clude from analogy that nature ufes it after the manner fhe does the 
other fubftance, ma‘ter. She employs it as a kind of ne or clay ; 


modifies it into a variety of forms and exiftencies; diffolves after 4 





time each modification, and from its fubftance ere¢ts a new form. 
As the fame material fubftance — fucceflively compofe the re 
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of all animals, the fame fpiritual fubftance may compofe their 
minds: ‘Their confcioufnefs, or that fyitem of thought which they 
formed during life, may be continually diflolved by death. And 
nothing interefis them in the new modification. The moft pofitive 
aflerters of the mortality of the foul, never denied the immortality 
of its fubftance.. And that an jmmaterial fubftance, as well asa 
material, may lofe its memory or confcioufnefs, appears in part 
from experience, if the foul be immaterial—Reafoning from the 
common courfe of nature, and without fuppofing any new inter- 
sean of the fupreme caufe, which ought always- to be excluded 
rom philofophy, what is incorruptible muft alfo be ingenerable. 
The Soul therefore if immortal, exifted before our birth; and if the 
former exiftence no ways concerned us, neither will the latter.— 
Animals undoubtedly feel, think, love, hate, will, and even rea- 
fon, tho’ in a more imperfect manner than men; are their fouls 
alfo immaterial and immortal ?’ | 

This reafoning muft doubtlefs, to all who contend for the 
immortality of the foul, on the mere principles of reafon, 
appear not a little puzzling. , 

Mr. Hume goes on to confider the motal arguments, 
chiefly thofe derived from the juftice of God, which is 
{uppofed to be interefted in the farther punifhment of 
the vicious, and reward of the virtuous.—*‘* but thefe ar- 
guments are grounded on the fuppofition that Gad has at- 
tributes beyond what he has excrted in this univerfe with 
which alone we are acquainted.” ‘The foundation of this 
reafoning is illuftrated by Mr. Hume, and _ preffed upon the 
mind ina very forcible manner, in his Effay on Providence 
and a future State. The fubftance of his reafoning, is, 
‘* when we infer any particular caufe from an effeé&t, we mutt 
proportion the one to the other, and can never be allowed to 
afcribe to the caufe any qualities, but what are exaétly fuf- 
ficient to produce the effeét.”” This argument, however 
fpecious, is not, as far as it is applicd to invalidate the evi- 
date of a future ftate, invincible. It has been occafionally 
refuted in the writings of divines, and formally and with 

reat ability in a dilcourfe preached on a public occafion, in 
Ecotland, if our memory does not fail us, by the Rev. 
Dr. Leechman, principal of the Univerfity of Glafgow. 

In farther coniidering the moral arguments for the foul’s 
immortality, Mr. Hume obferves, that the whole fcope and 
‘* intention of man’s creation, fo far as we can soe by 


natural reafon, is limited tothe prefent life. With how 
weak a concern from the original inherent fliucture of the 
mind and_paffions,,does he ever look farther?” To this 
argument it has been well obferved by chriftian divines, that 
did the grand and ineffable concerns of a future life prets 
wpon the mind with their native weight, they would ar 
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the will and all the powers of the mind, as if by violence, 
and leave no room for voluntary choice. Diftance fo di- 
minifhes their force, that there is an opportunity for ex- 
ercifing that calm judgment and volition in which con- 
fifts the effence and the improvement of moral virtue. 

On the theory of the foul’s mortality, fays Mr. Hume, 
“ the inferiority of women’s capacity is eafily accounted for: 
—but on the religious theory (the one fex ‘having an equal 
talk to perform as the other,) their powers of reafon and 
refolution ought alfo to have been equal,” this may juftly 
be called a flimfy argument. It is evident that men, with 
all their fuperiority of reafon and refolution, which by the 
way is not perhaps fo great as Mr. Hume feems to fuppofe, 
are not fuperior to women in the duties of life: and it is 
not the poffeffion, but the right u/fe of talents that recommends 
his moral creatures to the favour of God, through fefus 
Chrift. 

Mr. Hume reafons againft the immortality of the Soul, 
from the iniquity and cruelty of eternal punifhments. 
But thofe who hope for immortality, are not obliged to 
maintain the eternity of future punifhments. He is puzzled 
too, how ‘* to difpofe of the infinite number of pofthumous 
exiftences, that muft be provided with manfions, on the 
fuppofition of pc: pt This difficulty arifes from the 
notion that the world is eternal: a notion reprobated by 
chriftianity : and indeed not very confiftent with found phi- 
lofophy. 

hat the ‘* phy/cal arguments from the analogy of nature 
areftrong for the mortality of the foul’’ we readily allow. And 
on the whole we believe /ncerely, what Mr. Hume exprefies 
ironically, that ** nothing could fet in a fuller light the in- 
finite obligations which mankind have to divine revelation, 
fince we find that no other medium could afcertain this great 
and important truth.” 

The Editor of thefe Effays obferves in a preface, that a 
** few copies have been clandeftinely circulated, at a large 
price, for fome time, but without anycomment. The very 
myftery attending this mode of felling them, made them 
more an obje&t of requeft than they would otherwife have 
been; the inference we are to draw from this reafoning, is, 
that they are now publifhed, to prevent people from reading 
them,” Yet the Editor obferves, in another paragraph, 
that they are now publifhed that they may be * refcued 
from oblivion.” He alfo informs us that ‘‘ the notes an- 
nexed are intended to expofe the fophiftry contained in the 
original Effays.”? ‘Thus he thinks he does the public good 
fervice by adminiftering, at once, the poifon and the anti- 

| dote. 
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dote. Of thefe notes we affirm that they are defultorv, decla. 
matory, compiled from former publications, and difplay no- 
thing of that metaphyfical acumen which was neceflary, we 
do not fay to expofe, but even toenter into, and fully ‘com. 
prehend the profound arguments of Mr. Hume. The 
truth is, Mr. Hume’s Effays are very fhort, and might well 
be comprifed in a fhilling pamphlet. But the Bookfeller, 
as a pretext for a higher price, has fwelled the fize of this 
volume with unneceflary additions, though even now it con- 


tains little more than one hundred pages. 





Art. VI. Tranfacions of the Socie/y infiituted at London for the En. 
couragements of Arts, Manufadures, and Commerce; with the Pre- 
miums offered in the Year 1783. London. Dodliley. 


HE Society, in a fhort addrefs, obferve, that they have 

found it expedient to vary, in fome refpe&t, the mode 
of conveying to the public their proceedings in future; and 
for that purpofe have come to the refolution to publifh an- 
nually their Tranfa€tions, which wil! include an extenfive 
feries of valuable information, communicated to them from 
time to time, on a variety of fubjeéts of great national im- 
portance. We are alfo informed in the introduttion, 
that the Society have refolved to change the mode in which 
their annual bock of premiums has been hitherto printed, 
and inftead of publifhing only a number of advertifements, 
to add to the end of each clais a few fele& papers conneéted 
with~it, and thus every year produce to the public, 
fome of the difcoveries which have come to their know- 
ledge, refpecting inventions or improvements in_ the 
various matters, which have been objects of their attention 
and confideraticn. As this work was more immediately 
intended for the ufe of the members, it has been judged 
proper to lay before the public at large the fummary ab- 
itraéts of the feveral rewards given in its different clafles, 
adding the honorary and pecuniary rewards which have been 
beftowed by the Society; thereby fhewing at one view, thie 
fums of money Peneiubed, and the honours conferred, with 
a defign of promoting the arts, manufactures, and com- 
merce of this country. 

The claffes under which the rewards beftowed by the So- 
ciety are arranged, are; agriculture, chemiftry, polite arts, 
manufaétures,, mechanicks, colonies, trade, and mif- 

ellancous articles. And the happy effects of thofe rewards 
are copioufly difplayed. , 

This is certainly a work of confiderable utility, as it cir- 

culates 
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cujates the difcoveries in the arts and {ciences over the king- 
dom, unites, as it were, allingenious men in one great academy 
for the promotion of tafte and knowledge, and, what is of 
infinite confequence in a manufacturing country, promotes 
the abridgement of labour. Itis by the circulation of know- 
ledge, and not by little honorary or pecuniary premiums that 
the Society contributes to the advancement of fcience. It 
is the profit they bring, it is the univerfal fame they beftow, 
that {umulate improvement in all the arts. The Society la- 
bours to fhew the great advantages of their premiums: and, 
in their vanity or zeal, account upon that ground for various 
effeéts which, in our judgment naturally flow from the pro- 
grefs of luxury, of refinement, and of -kadaladge a pro- 
erefs which, without the aid of focieties for the encourage- 
ment of arts, and without .the incentive of filver pallets, 
takes place in all political focieties. It is proper that we 
confirm what we have advanced concerning the vanity or the 
mifiake of fo refpectable a Society, by fome proofs or ex- 
amples. The Society affirm that, at a confiderable expence 
they endeavoured, and not wholly without fuccefs, to efta- 
blifh an effectual method of procuring, for the London 
market, a conftant fupply of fifh from feveral of our diftant 
coafts, by land carriage. ‘They add, however, that in this 
they had the concurrence of the legiflature, who not only 
granted afum of two thoufand pounds for the fame purpofe, 
but alfo paffed an aét, by which the legal obftructions to the 
execution, then fubfifting, were entirely removed.” ‘The 
abolition of the obftruéting laws, and the fum of two thou- 
fand pounds would, in our humble opinion have produced 
all the effects in queftion, even without the co-operation of 
the Society. Another benefit the Socicty affirm, arofe to 
the public from the mode of bringing fifh to London by 
land: and of this benefit they claim the fole merit. ‘* As 
fifth they fay was very liable to be injured by being brought 
many miles by land, it became neceflary to provide, if pof- 
fible, fome means of conveyance which fhould obviate that 
evil. The Society therefore offered premiums for inventing 
carriages adapted to that purpofe.—nd fome machines were 
produced to which the premiums were adjudged. The 
connective particle and in this laft fentence, clearly afcribes 
the produétion of the machines to the premiums of the 
fociety. But is it not evident that the neceffity of bringing 
the fifh to market with the utmoft poffible expedition, would 
of itfelf, and without the interference of the fociety, have 
led to every contrivance which might tend to facilitate that 
obje& ? Neceflity, felf intereft, imitation, the love of uni- 
verfal and pofthumous fame: thefe are the great incen- 
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tives to ingenuity of every kind. The premiums of focie. 
ties are of little avail, and ufually follow, rather than pre- 
cede the career of improvement. In England agriculture 
had advanced to a very high ftate of cultivation, before jt 
was encouraged by honorary or pecuniary rewards. France, 
that abounds fo much in Societies for the promotion of 
egriculture, compared with England, is an uncultivated coun- 
try. The vanity of Bishop Burnet, which is fo finely ridi- 
‘culed in the ** Memoirs of P. P. Clerk of this parifh,” at- 
‘tributed the moft memorable tranfaétions in this country, 
gn his own times, very much to himfel/f. There is indeed 
2 di:pofition in human nature that often deceives men into 
an opinion that their counfels and co-operation are the 
chief, when in reality they are fecondary and fubordinate 
canfes, and fometimes only collateral effeéts. 

It may be juitly affirmed that in no period of the hiftory 
of the world have mankind ever difcovered a greater ardour 
for knowledge, or fo fuccefsfully purfued it, in the fure 
paths of experiment, as inthe prefent. “Phe regions of air 
aid water, in particular are more fuccefsfully explored, and 
sendeted more fubfervient ‘than evér, to the purpofes of 
tife. 

If there be any material advantages in public Societies for 
the promotion of arts, it is ‘certainly a very wife meafure to 

ublith the names of the fubferibers. For in this manner 
they call to their fupport the powerful principle of vanity. 

The prefent Society is indebted to this principle in an 
eminent degree, tor in a long lift of contributors we 
obferve many names which are certainly not remarkable for 
anv extraordinary zeal for the promotion ‘of arts, manu- 
factures, or commerce: we fhall only ‘add, that this Society 
has indeed done fome good, but not fo much as ¢ither they 
or their Secretary imagine. 


— 





——- —_—— 


Art. VII. Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica, No. VIET, Con- 
taining Collections towards the Hiftory of Antiquities of Bed- 
a viz. Puddington, Luton, and Dunitaple.  4to. 

ichols. 


as the defign and fpirit of this undertaking, we pro- 
fefs ourfelves to be friendly in the gréateft degree. 
To revive old traéts of real value, and which are in danger 
of perifhing hy the wreck of time, is a highly meritorious 
occupation. Itis alfo an important férvice to the public 
to lay before it from time to time, original difquifitions by 
men of information and ingenuity. Thefe are the acknow- 


ledged objeés of the work of which the eight number 's 
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now under our review. But while we applaud the inten- 
tions of the Editor, we are compelled to remark that his 
execution is moft lame and eotiehdiory. it appears to 
be his opinion, that every thing which is old is invaluable ; 
and that every thing which has been written ought to be 
printed. It thus has happened that the greateft proportion of 
his colle€&tions ought to have been devoured by time and the 
cheefemonger. 

The prefent number of the Bibliotheca Topographica 
Britannica is dull and imperfeé& in no common degree. The 
notices concerning Puddington are fhort, defultory, and fri- 
yolous. The fame defcription will apply to, the collections 
concerning Luton. The particulars prefented concerning 
the town and abbey of Dunftable are of greater weight and 
confideration. But it is obfervable that they are taken froma 
the Annales de Dunftaple publifhed by Hearne. 

The following extra& is a favourable fpecimen of the en- 
tertainment and inftru€tion to be met with in this volume. 

“ I 288. 

‘ Beginning of this year prior Breton died at Rokefhoe, where 
he had lived feven years, and was honoyrably buried in our chap- 
terhoufe as prior. 

* About Eafter the prior appealed to the quo warranto at the ex 
chequer, and it was put off till next year. p. 551. 

* Sued Milefent de Montalt in the king’s bench before the juttices, 
by writ of trefpafs for feizing our hogs at Totternho, but both 
judges favoured her fo that we got nothing, but were at great 
expence. PPM OB a 

* The executors of Nicholas dean of Lincoln finifhed Leton*® 
church out of his effects. 

* A general chapter of our order here, the abbot of Cirencefter 
and prior of Kenelworth prefidents ; but only the obfervance of the 
old itatutes injoined. 

* A duel here on the goal-delivery between two robbers ; and the 
defendant was overcome, and the other carried to London, having 
appealed to foreign jurifdi@ion. p. 552. . 

* Buffedene church void by refignation of Robert Scardbure, and 
his nephew John admitted on our prefentation. 

* Ralph fon of Robert Pyke came into full court at Segenho, ac- 
knowledged himfelf nait of the. prior, and taxable at his pleafure, 
and paid a fine of 205. for keeping offfo long. p. 5 53. | 

* Oliver bithop of Lincoln vitited us. 

* Built a new hall and room over it at Pullokfhull, and were at 
great expence in materials, provilions, and waves. 

* Refuted to let Walter Serville profefs, becaufe he was not a 
good fcholar, nor grave in his behaviour, and very troublefome. 
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Walter de Badlefden, Richard St. Albans, and Roger Derby, who 
were probationers with him, were admitted. 
1289. 

* Proceedings againft Milefent i Montalt, and others, in the 
king’s bench, for feizing forty-four of our hogs at Herthen Deane 
in Toternho, and driving them to William Inge’s houfe there, till 
they were difcharged by the king’s writ, to 100s, damages ; flic al- 
lowed they belonged to us, but that Dunftaple had nothing w 
do with Toternho by right of any tenure there, and that fhe 
found them grouting in her manor. The prior replied, he had 
lands, &c. in Toternho before her or her anceftors ; and the 
jury found we had right of commonage there ever fince the 
foundation of our houfe, and gave the prior 25. damages. p. 553 


< 


557° 

* Milefent, &c. were charged before the juftices at Bicklefwade, 
with having turned the prior out of his right of commonage at 
Houghton, pretending he had no right to it as depending on 
Dunitaple; the towns being in different baronies, and the for- 
mer royal demefne, where no writ has force but the little writ 
of right* The prior faid that Henry I. gaye us the town-clo% 
of Dunftaple with all its appurtenances, by which we ever had a 
right of turning our cattle of Dunftaple at Houghton, and on 
the common there : a hearing was appointed to enquire by affife. 
The prior faid that after the king. gave up that manor ef Hough- 
ton the tenants fued by common writs, the foccage being changed to 
freehold. She faid, this fignified nothing, becaufe the whole; of 
the faid manor ftill belonged to the king, and the prior could not 
few proofs of the change afurefaid. She was appointed to pro- 
duce the record of Doomfday, which fhe did, and which fhewed 
that Houghton is antient royal demefne ; but the prior pleading 
as before, and the two towns being in different baronies, and Mile- 
fent claiming to hold of the king by barony, and the prior the 
faid common in frank almoigne, it was referred to parliament. 
They appointed two other juftices to fit with the former at Bicklei- 
wade, where the parties appealed. Milefent excepted againtt the 
writ appointing thefe two others, as the former fat under it, but 
this exception was not allowed. Then fhe pleaded an agreement 
between them at London, and her grant of common to the prior 
at Houghton and Toternho for all his cattle except goats, anda con- 
firmation of it afterwards before the bifhop of Bath and Wells, 
chancellor. The prior alledged, that fuch anagreement had been in 
treaty, but came to nothing, and that after the faid meeting before 
the bifhop they both appealed before the council, where he con 
plained of the long delay of taking that affize, the record of whch 
was then read, and the council ordered the affize to proceed, as Mr 
lefent alledged nothing about the agreement then ; nor could tle 
prove that it had beenregiftered. She faid, it was clear agains 
the prior’s right, that when one George Castalupe, to whom Ive 
is heir, was under age, and in ward to the king for twelve years, 
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the king’s officers let the common to the prior’s predeceffor for tos. 


or 1 marc, as they could agree. The jury found that the priors 
of Dunftaple were feifed of the commonage as part of their free- 
hold till the and others difpofictfed him, and therefore he may re- 
cover it by recognizance of the neighbourhood, and 4os. damages ; 
and the fheriff iffued a precept to the bailiff of Manthead hundred 
to put him in poffelfion of the faid commonage in two hundred 
acres of pafture at Houghton, after the corn is carried off the 
firit year, andthe next for the whole year for all his beafts. p. 
§53—579- , a: 

* Alexander le Bantere of Dunftaple was killed in Kenefworth 
field, and being brought within the town liberty died. John Em, 
John Garland, and Jobn Elyoth fled upon it, and the prior had their 
effects. ‘The two firtt were difcharged in Hertford flhire by juftices ap- 
pointed to try them, .and recovered the lands and tenements, but not 
their chattels, becaufe they fled. The third furrended himfelf at 
Colchefter, and was putin gaol there. p. 71. 


‘ We engaged to maintain John Baddlefden clerk, and had of him 
20 marcs. 

* John Cook of Newbotle, jun. entered on thefee which his father 
held of us, and let to Richard Etherington in 1284, on which we 
had great arrears. 

* A tournament here in Odtober, and ended * in January. 

‘ The prior was fummoned to the king’s bench to anfwer for 
a yearly penfion of 4 marcs on the church of Meritonto the prior 
of the Hofpitalers, and fitty years arrears ; but the latter dropped 
his fuit. 

* Some burgefles of Berkhampftead fued our bailiffs for taking toil 
in our market, contrary to their liberties, and alfo the bailiffs of Leu- 
ton and Aylefbury, but it cameto nothing. p.-s73. > 

* The king this year heard complaints againit his judges, and 
ours againft Roger Boyland in Milefent’s caufe, and appointed us 
two new ones, John de Metingham and Elias Bekingham, For 
that fuit we gave Roger Hotham, Henry Spigurnel, and Walter 
Aylefbury, each 20s. a year, to look after our affairs; we granted 
Spigurnel our manor of Stoke, faving to Robert and Wal- 
ter, clerks, their term in it, which they afterwards gave up. 
p $78. 

* The parifh built two pinacles on the north front of our 
Ghurch, and repaired the ruinous ftone roof of the porch, John 
Durant fenior paying half the coft: his wife died this year, and 
he buried her ma more fumptuous manner than ever was’ known 
here, P+ $79. 

1290. 

‘ Milefenta fummoned the prior again before the king about 
the right of common in Houghton ; he appealed before the judges 
in London, and the caufe was heard, all but fentence ; which be- 
ing likely to prove favourable to the prior, fhe got it put off rill 
Michaelmas, when he compounded by his attorney at Clifton by 
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Nottingham, and the fuit was put off at their joint requcft till after 
next Eafter. p. 580. 

* The towniman of Berkhamfted, who fued the priors of Dun- 
Sept and Grave, and lord of Aylefbusy for toll, dropped his fuir, 
P Poe. December, died queen Eleanor. Her corpfe paffed by 
here, and recited with us one night, and two precious cloths or 
baudekyns were given to us, and above r12o0lb. of wax, When 
it paft through Dunftaple the bier ftopped in the middle of the 
market-place till the chancellor and nobility marked out a 
proper {pot ; where afterwards, at the king’s charge, a lofty crofs 
was erected, our prior affifting, and fprinkling it with holy water, 
P> 535+ 

‘ Two friars preachers of Dunfiaple celebrated Chriftmas-day 
in Hertford caftle with William Valence, and going to bed in 
good health and fpirits on St. Stephen’s day, were found dead in 
their beds, fuppofed to have died fuddenly, and were buried at Dun- 
flaple p. 586.’ . 

Tt is a real pain to us to confider that fo much la- 
bour and expence fhould be thrown away by the mifcon- 
dué& of an undertaking which might contribute to do an 
honour to any age. Antient and unpublifhed monuments 
of real-importance and illuftrative of our hiftory exiit in dif- 
ferent places, and might be brought forth by a diligent in- 
quiry. Inconfequence of a proper attention to the cuf- 
toms and ufages of many towns and counties large additi- 
ons might be made to the gloflary of Spelman. ‘There are 
few places in which there are not many old and curious 
deeds explanatory of property and refinement ; and by an 
attention to particular {pots and buildings, it is even poffi- 
ble to folve many problematical points in our hiftory. But 
inftead of entertaining us with what has a reference to hu- 
man conduét and defign there are a fpecies of antiquaries 
whofe activity is indefatigble in hunting out abfurdity and 
littlenefs. They negle& what is great and noble, pore with 
a ftupid admiration over urns or hatchets, and gather toge- 


ther all the garbifh of antient times. : 
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Art. VIII. Some Account of the late F. Fothergill, M.D. By J.C. 
Lettfom. 8vo. 3s. fewed. Dilly. | 


HIS account is written with a degree of zeal, which 
however laudable in the friend, it were to be wifhed 

the biographer could have laid afide at leaft during the time 
he was preparing it. He has been led by his connection 
with the fubjeét of his narrative to deal too much in general 
encomiums; he does not enter into a fufficient detail of the 


occurrences. of Dr. Fothergill’s life, and in his account 
66 every 
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ac rap 2 thing is feen enlarged and confuled through the 


inift of panegyric.”’ 4S 6 

Dr. Lettfont has ftudioufly adorned his Effay with reflec- 
tioris and quotations. We are miftaken if he 1s not largely 
indebted for both to the Author whornt we have juft cited. 
Many of the quotations we remember to have feem prefixed 
to the papers in the Rambler, but in the work before us they 
are not always more happily applied than the proverbs 
Sancho Pancho. | 

Many of thofe obfetvations which the Author has not bor- 
rowed, are fuperficial, and fuch as muft caufe every Reader 
tofmile. After quoting fome proteflions of. difinterefted- 
nefs, which in Dr. Fothergill were no doubt fincere, he ob- 
ferves, ‘‘ that fuch language is foreign to the man of the 
world,” but 2 child might have taught Dr..Lettfom that 
profeffions of benevolence are the current coin of men of the 
world, which they never fail to’ diftribute with a liberality 
bordering on profufion. | 

He afferts ‘‘ that a phyfician cafiriot fepport reputation 
without real fkill” ; but it is true even to a proverb, that 
accident almoft entirely governs the fortune of phyficiarts. In- 
deed it can fcarcely, be otherwife, fincé fo, few have.thé means 
of deciding. juftly concerning «medical. knowledge. Never- 
thelefs,, however ardently we may with for a: better hiftory 
of Dr. Fothergill, thofe who want information concerning 
that humane and-generous: phyficiam May confult the ac- 
count béfore us. “hey will’ find: in it veftiges of a chae 
racter- mote dignified than the heroes ‘of romance, of one 
animated with’ zeal’ for promoting the happinefs of man- 
kind, fuch as could neither be wearied by exertion, nor re& 
prefied by difappointment, — | 7 
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Art. 1X. Poems, on Subjects arifing in England, and the Wef-ludigs. 
By a Native of the Weft-Indies. 4to.' 3s.: Faulders - : 
pose is one of the happieft imitations of Sternhold’s 
manner ,we, have ever feen, and yet we believe the 
Author hdd no intention of reviving the. memory of that 
lublime fpecies of poetry with \which. Sternhold, and. Hop- 
kins have adorned the.pialms of. David. . But it, is, fair that 
our Author fhould fpeak for himfeif.; >: oe 
* Say, lovely purfe, what thoughts compel, 
Thy Poet’s partial fire Ge | 
To found, uncouth, th’ Indjan fhell ; 
Or frike the favage lyre ? ie 
Eng. Rev. Deg. 1783. 2k From 
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From your own Jov’d Parnaflus fmile, 
Ye mufes, on my ftrain, 
J Tis vou that paint a diftant ifle; 
Bevond th’ Atlantic main. 
And though no laurels there /ucceer/, 
To grace a poet’s bier, 
My hands perhaps fhall cull a meed ; 
Prom off the prickly pear. 
High on nry brows this fhrub fhall ftand, 
My humble mufe to fuit, 
: And keep at once ‘the critics hand ; 
Erom poetry and fruit.’ 

We_.areivery fure no critic ever withes to lay his hands on 
fuch poetry and fruit.—But to change the meafure 4 in. his de- 
are of, adrought. 

* rp The rats, the mice, that haunt our Racatie canes, 
he, worms and yery reptiles.of the plains, 
aN o drops of water. im our ponds remain ; : 
“And the long camel ftoops his neck in vain. 
No buriting clouds o’er fultry azure fails, 
~ "TG fill our houthold j jars an nd ready pails’; 
‘Nogentle fhowers gnfounding thingles wel 
“To bring the downy god of Fifties flee 
| + oom While moffy jars alternate fecm to moan, 
: ve © Tathe foft aufick of cach dripping iftone,’ 
_-So.much. ‘for = Ore and pat pathetic jars! Now. for the 
s there.uo dei in the fkies above ? 
. low there no drops froma mercy.and from love? 
From. yonder fheep }} oh! hark the mournful, bleat | 
| a o o OA hark! thefe goats.the thirfty cries repeat. 
nm. Oh! give us water, a oA the day, they Ty ; 
| Wages h! give us water quickly, or we die, 
Beneath yon boiling houfe, no fres appear.—* 

This {eems to contradift the common-proverb of ‘* no 
fmoke without fire ;” the following line is a fine fpecimen of 
| were in poetry. 

4 * And all is huth’dy is ftill, ana quier thiere?? _ 
| “Yet boil: ing | boufes can ‘fcarcely be deemed very ftill. , But 
now ‘for the'hog fheads }** *°' y ' 
“Forlorn our a ftand beneath thé fhade, 
- And blame the’ iffy ba nd‘that madé.? ~ 


¢ 


Ui teful, bafe beefs? This’ goes’ againft -anothe: 
‘well known faying, that** the pottet-has“power over the 
clay.” Fine times indeed,’ when bog heads rebel -againf 
their creators. The following fimile is abundantly delicate, 
although a little too much fo for us; 
* While earth, in cracks, both darren and uneven, 
Opes her dry bofom to a niggard heayen,” 
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The Qde on Admiral Rodney's viftory begins thus, 


Gallia once more, in fair array, 

Attempts her long tried naval way ; 
O’er ocean’s hoary tides: 

But ah! too foon the Britith arm, 
Shall Gallia’s naval force di/arm 3 Ad 
Of ali her fplendid pride.’ a 
Without taking notice of thefe mellitluous rhimes arm A 
and difarm, we may remark that the ah/ too /oom is not a i! 
very loyal expreffion for a poet about to celebrate the vic- 

tory gained by Lord Rodney. The laft verfe is curious. 


on ‘ Lift, lift, O! mufe, thy numbers high’r, 
le- And ftrike aloud, yet louder lyre ; 


Then try all nature’s fecret {prings, 
With gentle foft and pleafing rings; 
To heal the failor’s wounds.’ 

Healing wounds by means of /prings atid frings depends 
much on the nature of the wound. ‘lhere is. a pretty con- 
fufion in thefe lines, 

* Here ma/is and men together fall, 4 
Here bufile, Lurry, bull, and all, 
Profoundly founder deep.’ 





f 
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In wars tumult’ous founds, a: 
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But let us efcape from this confufion ; and yet perhaps it Hi, 

the i will only be to fall into greater, iW 
‘ Up, fame, upon thy fplendid throne, i 

With burnith’d helm and dazzling fun ; k 

From yon high fortrefs * bold, } 

Pace ‘all St. Roch’s bloody fhore, ae 

Symphonious to the billows roar ; i 


And blow thy trumpof gold. —- 
Blow, blow of Elliot’s high renown, 
The royal navy, and the crown, 
sno Of Britain’s bieft domain ; 
on of Of weapons dipt in Spanith gore, 
Of floating bulwarks now no more ; 
And thoufands idly flain. 
But Go, take Parnaffus in thy way, 
_ ~ Or in the realms of upper day, 
¢ Proclaim to future years ; 
With thy deep tongue, and brazen voice, 
bi Bid the whole proftrate world rejoice ; 
porn And fhake the giddy {pheres.’ 
phi This is too much for the pacific blood of us Reviewers ; 
pains Bae are feldom ufed to thrones with de/ms, nor do we com- 
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This pamphlet confifts of 108 pages (in quarto) of -lines, 
many of which are worfe, but few more reliable than thefe 
we have quoted, and we fincerely hope the Author ha; 
in the Wett-Indies acquired as much wealth as may rende; 
him independent of writing verfes ; a tafk-to which we aflure 
him he is very incompetent. 





Art. X. Flora Dietetica: or, Hittory of Efculent Plants, both 
Domeftic and Foreign, in which they are accurately deferibed 
and reduced to their Linnzan generic and fpecific Names. By 
Charles Bryant, of Norwich. 8vo. 6s. boards. White. 1783. — 


HIS work may be confidered under two points of 
view, Viz. as a nomenclature, and as containing dizte- 
tical and medical obfervations. 

With whatever acrimony namenclators may have been 
cenfured of late by fafhionable writers, fuch as Bonnet and 
Buffon, the impartial naturalift muft confider accurate de- 
nominations es precife definitions as avery important de- 
partment of natural hiftory; and as the firft ftep towards 
the knowledge of the properties of the objeéts of his en- 
quiries. But this tafk has been already executed with fuch 
ikill, that we can expect only petty improvements in a few 
particular inflances. ‘The modern writer has therefore only 
the labour of tranfcription. Yet the Author whofe work 
lies before us, has, indeed, in this refpe&t, expofed him- 
felf to cenfure as far as he was left at liberty. In the En- 
glifh names it was evidently his duty to follow the method 
employed by Mr. Hudfon, in the laft edition of the Flora 
Anglica, who has, only imitated Linneus in affigning to 
every genus a diftin& generic name, and to every {pecies 4 
diftin&t {pecific name. Inftead of this, Mr. Bryant, has 
beftowed upon plants belonging to different genera the 
fame generic title, and to thofe which come under the fame 
genus, different generic appellations. Thus he entitles the 
Rubus Areticus fhrubby ftrawberry, the Rubus Fruticofv: 
common bramble. With equal impropriety Cucubulu 
Behen is denominated {patling poppy. But the whole work 
abounds wirh inftances of the ikeie kind, which are th 
more reprehenfible, fince the Author profeffes to reform the 
language of botany. The Reader will however eafily pardon 
fach defeéts, if it fhall be found that the dietetical obfervs 
tions are entitled to the praife of originality and juftnels: 
but this cannot be dllowed. Much of what we read confils 


of the hundredth repetition of unimportant and vulgar ™ 
marks. 


With the moft curious modern experiments the wm" 
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appears to be unacquainted, as with thofe of Beccaria, Kef- 
ielmeyer, Parmentier and others on flour and potatoes. Mr. 
Bryant’s reading feems indeed to have been very confined, 
for we find inhis book the names of fcarcely any authors but 
Linneus, Haffelquitt, and Boerhaave, except in the fyno- 
nimes, and thefe were already colleéted to his hand. ‘This 
want of information has led him to copy miftakes, as when 
he tells his readers that fago is a production of the cycas 
cucinalis. Bergius quotes no leis than four eye witnefles 
in oppofition to this, which is the vulgar opinion. He him- 
felf examined a trunk of the tree which affords the materials 
for this preparation, and concludes that it did not belong to 
the genus of Cycas. What is faid of the difference be- 
tween thofe potatoes which break into a watery meal in 
boiling and thofe that cut firm, bears a very doubtful 
alpect. The author confiders the latter as more nutritive 
becaufe the former ‘‘ prove very diuretic and greatly in- 
creafe the quantity of urine.” But if we miftake not, Par- 
mentier obtained more ftarch from thefe; and this feeims a 
better reafon for preferring them than that which the author 
affigns in fupport of the contrary opinion. 

The medical obfervations that occur here and there are 
trite and uncertain. They refer chiefly to the humoral 
pathology. . 

The remark by which we are reminded of the clofe con- 
nection between the different branches of fcience is fo juft 
and ufeful, that an author acquainted only with one branch, 
however diligently he may have itudied it, may juftly fear 
left-he fhould fall into abfurdities, and hold forth opinions 
which the light refleéted from another f{hews to be erroneow. 
If Mr. Brvant had been pofleffed of a general knowledze of 
the late difcoveries concerning elaftic fluids, he never could 
have written fuch a paragraph as the following. ‘* The 
growth of thefe trees (the juniper,) ought to be encouraged 
near dwellings, as the perfpirable matter that. flows from 
them is certainly a means of purifying the air, rendering it 
balfamic, and confequently falubrious.” 

We will not affert that there may not be in this work a 
few ufeful obfervations among thofe that recommend wild 
plants forculinary purpofes. But in order to communicate 
them, was it nece ary to write an octavo volume? If what he 
afferts of clary wine be true, viz. that it is not to be equal- 
led by any other home made wine, many houfewives will 
thank him for the following dire&tion how to prepare it. 

* To five gallons of cold water, put four pounds of Lifbon fu- 
gar, and the whites of three eggs well beaten; boil thefe together 


gently about an hour, then fkim the liquor, and when it is almott 
2 E 3 cold, 
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cold, add of the fmall Clary leaves and the tops in bloffom, one 
peck, and alfo halfa pint of ale yeaft. This done, put the whole 
into a veflel, and ftir it twice a day till it has done working, then 
flop it clofe for eight weeks, After the expiration of this time draw 
it intoa clean veffel, adding to it a pint and half of good brandy, 
In two months it will be fit to bottle.’ 


In 1769, Dr. Zuckart publifhed at Berlin a work under 
the title of Materia Alimentaria in Genera Claffes & Species 
difpofita ; which, though it has many faults we would re- 
commend to our readers in preference to that under confi- 
fideration. It has the advantage of comprehending a greater 
variety of matter. It is far more learned, and contains more 
pertinent and modern obtervations. But the truth 1s that 
the fubje&t of diztetics wants to be treated in a far more ac- 
curate manner than it has yet been, as far as we know. 
Books contain either filly remarks, and tranfmitted errors, or 
at beft opinions not confirmed by exact experiments. He 
who would properly illuftrate this important fubje&, may 
therefore confider it as yet untouched. Among the means of 
acquiring information, none will be found more effectual 
than a feries of experiments like thofe made, in order to 
throw light upon the funétion of digeftion, by Reaumur, 
and above all, like thofe lately publifhed by the great Italian 
naturalift, the famous Spallanzani. 


ati. 





Art. XI. Objfervations on the Paffage to India, through Egypt, and 
acrofs the Great Defert. By James Capper, Efq. Colonel in the 
Service of the Eaft India Company. 4to. 7s. 6d. Faden. 


FT “HE defign of this work is to point out a more eafy 
and expeditious method of fending difpatches by jand 
to the Eaft Indies, than has hitherto been adopted. The 
fatal confequences attending delay in cafes of emergency, 
muit, we fhould fuppofe, excite the attention of govern- 
ment to a plan, whofe objeé is the removal of difficulties 
fo weighty and important. When the fpeculator medi- 
tates in hrs clofet plans for paffing deferts and navigating 
feas, he may juftly expe& that his fchemes will be treated 
with coolnefs, inattention, and negle&. But, in the pre- 
fent inftance, no chimerical, ideal plan, is offered to the pub- 
lic. The ingenious Author of this volume, has_himielf 
tried the different paflages to Afia, and upon a computati- 
on of the delay, difficulty, and danger, with which each 
is attended, he propofes what his own judgment and expe- 
rience have east ham to be the beft. 
The way which he recommends as moft expeditious 
and convenient is from Marfeilles, Leghorn, or per to 
flere 
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Alexandria, from thence to Suez. down the Red Sea to An- 
jengo, Bombay, Madras, and Bengal. The time in which 
this expedition may be performed Colonel Capper. calcu- 
lates, at a medium, will be fixty-eight days and a half. 
Lett he fhould be futpected of computing too minutely, he 
obierves, that a great part of the voyage is performed with- 
in the tropic, where the winds and weather are uniform 
and regular, and that even in the Mediterranean where only 
the winds are liable to change, they are never known in 
fummer to blow long between the fouth and eat, which is 
the only point of the compafs unfavourable to veffels bound 
from Italy and France to the Levant. If this time be com- 
pared, with that, which Colonel Capper employed in going 
to India by the way of Leghorn, aide. Aleppo, and 
Baffora, which was five months and ten days; a powers 
ful recommendation appears in favour of the road by Suez 
and the Red Sea. But againft this paflage, however advan- 
tageous, a powerful impediment, it feems, exifts from the 
Grand Signior’s having prohibited every Englith veffel from 
anchoring in the port of Suez. ‘This prohibition arofe from 
a jealoufy, which the Sherreef of Mecca, and fome Tur- 
kifh merchants entertained againtt our countrymen in Afia, 
who were preparing to trade to Suez, and who, they con- 
cluded, would, by that means, diminifh the price of India 
goods in their markets, and annihilate the old eftablifhed 
trade of Aleppo and Baflora. ‘hough their apprehenfions 
concerning their trade be perhaps infurmountable, yet, as 
our Author juftly obferves, government ought furely to in- 
fift upon our couriers being permitted to pafs unmolefted 
with difpatches down the Red Sea. If fuch a meafure be fa- 
lutary and important, as it evidently appears to be, the 
refent period feems not unfeafonable for its’ adoption. 

he fituation in which the Porte is now placed, would 
undoubtedly render a requifition of this kind eafy to be 
obtained. 

Though the main purpofe of this work be to recommend 
the plan which we have mentioned; yet it is interfperfed 
with reflections moral and political, which fhew the tafte of 
its Author, and muft recommend it to the generality of 
readers. In recounting the difficulties which he met with 
in paffing through Egypt, Colonel Capper takes an appor- 
tunity, of defcribing the Egyptian form of government, 
which comprehends one circumftance of fo curious and fin- 
gular a nature, that we fhall tranfcribe what he has written 
upon that fubjed. 

_ * Eeypr is divided into twenty-four provinces, each of which 
'$ governed by a Sangiack or Bey : the major part of thef twenty- 
2E4 four 
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foar Beys refide at Cairo, where always once a week, and fome- 
tinier ottener they fit in council, called by them the Divan : the 
Sheick Belled is the prefident of the council, and executive mem- 
ber of the government ; his office is fomewhat fimilar to that of the 
Doge of Venice, with rather more authority, but that indeed de. 
pends ypon a variety of circumitances, fuch as whether he is 4 
man of great abilitics and firmnefs himfelf ; whether he is fup- 
ported by a large party amongit his colleagues ; and whether or 
not he is on good terms with the Bafhaw. When I was at Cairo 
the Sheick Belled was rather a weak man, and owed his fafety to the 
mutual jealoufy ot two rival Beys nearly of equal power, who 
both afpired to his place. The Bathaw is fent from the Porte as 
Viceroy on the part of the Grand Signior; if he can contrive to 
fow fedition amongft the Beys, and fecretly attach himéelf to the 
ftrongeft party, whilft he feems to obferve a ftri¢t neutrality, he 

etimes acquires more influence than even the Sheick Belled him- 
felf; but then he muft act with great care and circumfpection, tor 
thould his intrigues be difcovered, andthe adverfe party to his_pre- 
vail, he certainly will be obliged to quit the country, 

* THe manner of his difmiffion is characteriftic of te gloomy and 
arbitrary proceedings of this onental republic. The Beys having 
come to a refolution of fending him away, difpatch a Carracoulouck 
from the Divan or council to his houte, who approaches the place 
where the Bafhaw is feated, and having filently turned up the corner 
of the carpet, abruptly gocs away ; he is however obliged to carry 
an order with him, which he puts into his bofom, leaving out a cor- 
ner of it fo as to be plainly perceived. The name Carracoulouck 
tignifies a black meflenger, for he is dreffed in black, with a fort of 
bonnet on his head, of the fame colour. 

‘ Tue Bathaw never pretends to oppofe this mandate or rather 
hint from the Divan, knowing that refittance would very probably 
‘coft him his life. He therefore as foon as poflible retires quietly to 
Boulako, fituated about two miles and a half to the weitward of 
Cairo} or when he fufpects a violent degree of refentment againit 
him, he' proceeds to Rofetto, and from thence by the firft con- 
veyance to Cyprus, where he remains until he hears from Con- 
ftantinople, * . - 

‘ ‘Tue Divan or council of the Beys to keep up appearances with 


the Porte difpatch a fpecial meflenger to Conttantinople complain: . 


ing of the mifconduct of the Bafhaw ; but the Grand Signior con- 
{cious of his inability to-fupport his officer, takes no other notice of 
his difmiffion than in fending another Bafhaw to Cairo, and often 
impofing a fine on the one who has been difgraced. Such, Sir, 1s 
the general outline of this Government, and as it is impoflible for 
you, during ene fhort ftay in Egypt, to difcover the fecret intrigues 
of the ftate, fo as to judge which party predominates, you Y sah 
will think it moft prudent to be equally attentive to both. On a tu- 


gure occafion when poffefied of full information, and more leifure, ! 
fhall probably trouble you with fome further obfervations on this ¢x- 
traordinary government, but I fhall conclude the prefent account 
with a curious trait of their policy, which has no precedent that ! 
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* Tue children of the Beys cannot inherit either the rank or 
the propety of their fathers, nor even be appointed to any office 
which it is deemed proper tor a Bey to hold. It is true the Divan 
after the death of a Bey, appropriates a part of his property to 
the maintenance of his family, but the remainder goes to his catheef 
or lieutenant, who generally fucceeds both to his office and eftate. 
Thefe cafheefs gre Georgian or Circaffian flaves, whom the Bey has 
bought and adopted when young, and of courfe educated with 
great care and tendernefs, with a view of leaving them grateful 
guardians to thejr orphan children, ‘This law was doubtlefs fug- 


gefted to them by their diflike to monarchy and predilection for a re- 


public ; but furely it firit cook place during the adminiftration of 
tome childlefs perfon, or the voice of nature would have fupprefled 
the dictates of policy.’ 

Againft the received opinjon, that the arts and feiencts 
took their rife in Egypt, our Author endeavours to prove, 
that the Egyptians derived their knowledge of them from 
the Afiatics. This quettionis of a curious nature, and opens 
an extenfive field for difference of opinion. The arguments 
by which Colonel Capper fupports his own hypothefis are 
ingenious. He tells us, that, if the Egy tians are faid to 
have invented geometry by making divifions of land after 
the annual overtlowing of the Nile ; to have found out a- 
ftronomy by living in a pure atmofphere ; and to have been 
taught the advantages trade by the fertility of their foil : 
fince Hindoftan has her rivers which overflow more fre- 
quently than the Nile ; has a more uniform purity of atmof- 
phere ; and is much more fertile in every article of com- 
merce ; there muft be every reafon to fuppofe that arts, 
{cience, and commerce had their origin: in Afia rather than 
in Egypt. But may we not fuppofe that geometry and 
aftronomy were the invention of fome happy genius, fome 
elevated, comprehenfive mind, which, independent of coun- 
try, or climate, penetrated into the fecrets of the creation ? 
With regard to commerce, however, the fcale may, per- 


haps, preponderate in favour of Afia, from the reafons which 


our Author has affigned. As a ftronger proof that literature 
had its origin in Hindoftan, Colonel Capper obferves, that 
there are Shanfcrit books which defcribe the Egyptians as dif- 
ciples of the Afiatics, and as learning thofe fciences and that 
liberal education from them, which their own countrymen 
had not talents to communicate. He is more fully con- 
firmed in his opinion from books now extant in Bengal 
written in the Shanfcrit language, which are copies of others 
faid by the Bramins to be dated more than two thoufand two 

hundred years before the era of chiriftianity. | 
This entertaining volume concludes with a journal of the 
Author's paflage over the Great Defart, which, no nt 
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will be found very ufeful and inftruétive to thofe, who have 
occafion to pafs the fame inhofpitable country. Journals 
are, too frequently, only a minute, unembellifhed = narra- 
tive. But Colonel Capper has contrived to foften the dry- 
nefs of his fubje& with interefting anecdotes and reflections, 
The following account which he has given of an unfortunate 
French officer, who was attacked by the Arabs and narrowly 
efcaped with his life, we think worthy of being communicat- 
ed to our readers. 

* January 24th. In the morning Captain 'Twyfs came and 
told us he fhould fail for Bafforathe next day. He had fix Englith 
gentlemen paflengers with him that were going over the deiert, 
and alfo Monfieur Borel de Bourg, the French officer, who had 
been plundered and wounded bythe Arabs on the defert. Monficur 
Borel withing to hear the lateit news from Europe, and perhaps, al{o 
being defirqus of converfing with~ a perfon who had latoly travelied 
the fame route as himfelf, came and fpent the evening with me at 
the broker’s houfe. I told him that I was no ftranger to what had be- 
fallen him on the defert, and eafily prevailed on him tq give me an 
account of his adventures. x x 

‘ Tue particulars of the bufinefs upon which he was fent, he of 
courfe concealed, butin general terms he informed me that foon 
aftcr the engagement between the two fleets near Breft, in July 1778, 
Monfieur de Sartine, his triend and patron ordered him to carr 
difpatches over land to India. I think he faid he left Marfeilles on 
the third of Avguft ; but that owing to the ftupidity of the Cap- 
tain of his veffel, and to contrary winds ke did not arrive at La- 
tichea before the end of the month; from thence he immediately 
proceeded to Aleppo. The French Conful could not collect more 
than twenty-five guards to attend him acrofs the defert ; with which 
on the fourteenth of September, he began his journey. He met 
with no ferious moleftation, until he was within fifteen days of Bat- 
fora, when early one morning he perceived himfelf followed by a 
party of about thirty Arabs mounted on camels, who foan overtook 
him. As they approached, he by his interpreter defired they 
would pleafe to amie or halt, or move to the right or left of him, 
for he chofe to travel by himfelf ; they anfwered that they fhould 
not interfere with him, and went forwards at a brifk rate. Mr. 
Borei’s people then fufpected them of fome hoftile defign, and told 
him to be upon his guard. In theevening, between four and five 
o’clock, he obferved them halted and drawn up as if to oppofe 
him, and in a few minutes three other parties, confifting alfo of a- 
bout thirty each appeared in fight, in oppofite directions, feeming- 
ly inclined to furround him : from thefe appearances very natural- 
ly concluding their inteations to be hoftile, and confequently his 
fituation defperate, he thought only of felling his life as dearly as 

fible. He was armed with a double barrelled fuzee, a pair of 
pittols anda fabre ; as he+kept marching on, he firft fell in with 
the party in front, who fired at him, which he returned as foon 
as he came within mufket fhot of them and killed the Sheick ; when 


he had difcharged his fire arms, before he could load them again, 
icves 
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fcveral of the Arabs broke in from different ‘fides, and cut him 


down. Stunned with the violence of the blow, he knew nothing” 


that paffed afterwards until about an hour before day-break the 
next morning, when he found himfelt entirely. maked on the ground, 
a quantity of blood near him, and partof the flefhof the fide of 
his head hanging upon his cheek. In a few minutes he recollected 
what had pafled, but as he could feel no fracture or contufion in 
the fkull, he began to hope his wounds were not mortal: this 
however was only a tranfient gleam of hope, for it immediately 
occurred to him, that without clothes or even food, he was likel 
to fuffler a much more painful death. The  firit objects that 
{truck him when he began to look about him were thofe who had 
been killed on both fides in the action ; but at thediftance of afew 
hundred yards, he foon afterwards pereeived a great number of Arabs 
feated round a large fire: thefe he naturally fuppofed were his ene- 
mies, he neverthelefs determined to go to them, in hopes, either 
to prevail on them to fave his lite or elfe to provoke them to put 
an immediate end to his miferies. Whilit he was thinking in what 
manner without the affitiance of language he fhould be able to ex- 
cite their compaflion, and to foften their refentment againft him 
for the death of their companions, which thefe people he had 
heard feldom forgive : it occurred to him, that they paid great re- 
{pect to age ; and alfo that they feldom deftroy thofe who fuppli- 
cate mercy ; from whence he concluded that if he could throw him- 
felf under the protection of the oldett perfon amongft them, he might 
probably be faved. In order to approach them unperceived, he 
crept towards them upon his hands and knees, and when arrived with- 
in afew paces of their cirele, having fingled out one who had the 
moft venerable appearance, he rufhed forwards and fpringing over 
the head of onc of the circle, he threw himfelf into the arms of 
him whom he feleéted for a protector. The whole party were at 
firft extremely aftonithed, not having the leaft notion of his being 
alive ; but when their furprize fubfided, a debate arofe whether 
or not they fhould allow him to live. One of them who had pro- 
bably loit a friend or relation, drew his fword in a great rage, and 
was going to put him to death, but his protector ttood up with great 
zeal in his defence, and would not fufler him to be injured ; in 
coniequence of which, his adverfary immediately mounted his ca- 
mel, and with a few followers went away. When this conteft was 
over the Sheick, for fo he happened to be, perceiving Monfieur 
Borel entirely without clothes, prefend him with his abba or 
outer cloak, invited him to approach the fire, and gave him 
coffee and a pipe, which an Arab when he is not on the march 
has always prepared. ‘The people finding Monfieur Borel did not 
underitand Arabic enquired for his interpreter, who was found a- 
lleep and flightly wounded. 

_ * Tie firft demand the Arabs made was for his money and 
jewels, which they obferved Europeans always have in great abund- 
ance, but which are concealed in private drawers, that none ex- 
cepting themfelves can difcover. He affured them thefe opinions were 
erroneous with refpect to him, forthat he was not a rich merchant, 
but only a young ‘foldier of fortune, employed to carry orders from 
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yrr\ Capper’s Obfervations on the Paffage to India. 


his government in Europe, to their fettlements in India: but thae 
if they would convey him to Graine a place near Baffora on the 
Sea coaft ; on their arrival there, and on the receipt of his papers 


he would engage to pay them two hundred chequins, about one 
hundred pou ferfin . After a few minutes confujtation with 
each other they acceded to his propofals, returned him his oldett 
Arabian drefs, and during the reft of his journey treated him with 
tolerable kindnefs and attention. , 

* Arter Mr. Borel’s arrival at Graine he eafily prevailed on an 
Armenian to advance him the money to fulfill his engagements with 
the Arabs ; and alfo to fend the French refident at Baffora an ac- 
coynt of what had befallen him on the defert, defiring to be fupply- 
ed with money and other neceflaries to enable him to proceed to Pon- 
dicherry. His letter very fortunately for us fell into the hands of 
the Englith refident at Baflora, who having heard of our rupture 
with France inftantly determined to arreft him, being convinced he 
muft be charged with public difpatches of confequence. Every ge- 
nerous mind wll lament the neceffity there was of adding to the dif- 
trefles of this fpirited and unfortunate youth ; but the lives of thou- 
fands, and perhaps the fatety of our fettlements in India, depended 
upon his being intercepted, but to prevent his being tteated with any 
ngor, or fuffering any indignity, Mr. Abraham the fecond in coun- 
cil of the factory was employed to feize him. 

* ‘Tue town of Graine is about feventy miles from Baffora, and 
is governed by an Arab Sheick who is very much attached to us, 
but Mr. Abraham knew it would be very difficult to prevail on him 
co violate the rights of hofpitality to a ftranger, and without the 
Sheick’s connivance, the execution of the proyeét would have been 
abiolutely impraéticable : the better to conceal his defign Mr. Abra- 
ham at night went down to Graine in a country boat, accompani- 
ed by the Captain of one of our fhips then lying at Baffora, and 
immediately proceeded to the Sheick’s houfe, to whom he imme- 
diately communicated his bufinefs. The Arab at firft violently op- 
pofed the meafure ; but being mollified by prefents, and alfo aflur- 
ed that Mr. Borel fhould not receive any perfonal injury, he at 
laft tacitly confented. When Mr. Abraham knocked at the door 
Mr. Borel was retired to reft, but he inftantly got up to admit him, 
thinking he was a perfon fent from the French Refident with an 
anfwer to his letter ; as foon as he difcovered his miftake he at- 
tempted to defend himfelf, but he was inftantly overpowered and 
conveyed to the Sea fide, where he was put on board the thip that had 
been fent from Baffora, and was juft then come to an anchor off the 

lace. He had two packets, one for Pondicherry, and another fot 
Mauritius, which were found, but Monfieur Borel obferved to me 
that they miffed the key of the cypher in which the difpatches were 
written, by neglecting to fearch the lining of his clothes. It was 
perhaps a fortunate circumftance for Montieur Borel that he was 
taken prifoner by us, for this wound through unfkilful manage- 
ment, andthe want of proper remedies was grown extremely bad, 
nor is it improbable if he had attempted to proceed in a country 
boat, the only conveyance he could have got at Graine, that his 


wound would have occafioned his death long before the boat cai 
ave 
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have arrived at any French fettlement in Indias I made ufe of 
thefe arguments to confole him for his misfortunes, but the zeal for 
his country, the natural enthufiafin of bis difpofition, and the 
hopes which had been given him of promotion, had he executed his 
commiffion, made him deaf to every thing I could fay to afford 
him confolation : difappointed but not ditcouraged by his former 
fufferings, he was then on his way to Baflora to pr over the 
great defert a fecond time; which I was atterwards informed, he 


pafled with every affiftance he could receive from the gentlemen of — 


our Faétory.’ 

The Author has fignified an intention, in a future work, 
of entering upon a defcription of the foil, appearance, and 
inhabitants of Arabia, and we doubt not, from the prefent 
fpecimen, that his thoughts upon thefe fubjetts will be ac- 
ceptable to the public. 


7 


Art. XII. An Account of the Life and Writings of the late William 
Hunter, M.D. F. R. 8. and §, 4. Member of the Koyal Col- 
lege of Phyficians, Phyfician extraordinary to the Queen, Con- 
faulting Phyfician to the Britifh Lying-Inn Hofpital, and Pro« 
feflor of Anatomy in the Royal Academy of London; one of 
the Foreign Affociates of the Roval Academy of Sciences, and of 
the Royal Medical Society at Parjs, 8c. Read, on the 6th of 
Auguft 1783, at a general Mecting of the Society of Phyficians 
of London, of which he was Prefident, and publifhed at their Re- 
ueft. By Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D. F. R S. Member of 
5 Ha Royal College of Phyficians, London; Honorary. Fellow of 
the Royal College of Phyticians of Lorraine; and one of the 
Foreign Affociates of the Royal Medical Society at Paris, 8yo. 
~2s.-ftitched. Johnfon. [ae 4 Basti s 


HE life of fuch a man as Dr. Hunter cannot be fup- 
fed.to yield an entertaining piece of ‘biography, nor 
interefting, unlefs to medical gentlemen.- It can only bea 
journal of his different works, and a record of his fuccefs 
in his profeffion, and in many undertakings of which he 
was the Author, Dr. Simmons, however, has {pared no 
prime to procure anecdotes of this celebrated anatomift, and 
as reared a monument which does credit to his eiteem and 
induftry. The following account of Dr. Hunter’s death 
and character cannot be difpleafing to our Readers. 

* On Saturday the rgth of March, 1783, after having: for fe- 
veral days experienced a return of wandering gout, he complained 
of great head-ach and naufea. In this ftate he went to bed, and 
~ _* days felt more pain than ufual both in his ftomach and 

mbs. ) 

* On the Thurfday following he found himfelf fo much recover- 
ed, that he determined to give the introduétory lecture to the ope- 
rations of furgery. It was to no purpofe that his friends urged to 
him the impropriety of fuch an attempt. He was determined “3 

make 
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make the experiment, ahd accordingly delivered the le€ture, but to” 
wards the conclufion his firength was fo exbaufted that he fainted 
away, and was obliged to be carried to bed by two fervants. The 
following night and day his fymptoms were fuch as indicated dan- 
ger; and on Saturday morning, Mr.. Combe, who made him an 
early, vifity was alarmed by being told by Dr. Hunter himfelf, that 
during thé night he had certainly had a paralytic firoke. As _nei- 
ther his fpeech nor his pulfe was affected, and he was able to raile 
himfelf in bed, Mr. Combe encouraged him to hope that he was 
miftaken. But the event proved the Doctor’s idea of his complaint 
ta be but-too well founded ; for front that-tifme titl his death, which 
happened on Sunday the thirticth of March, he. voided no urine 
without the affiftance of the catheter, which was oceafionally intro- 
duced by his brother ; and purgative medicines were adminiftered 
repeatedly Without prociring ‘a patlage*by ‘ftool. Thefe citcum- 
ftances, and the abfence of pain, feemed to fhow that the inteftines 
and.urinary. bladder had loft. their fenfibility and power of con- 
traction, and it was reafonable to. prefiune that a partial palfy had 
affeéted the nerves diftributed to thofe parts. «. 

* The later moments of his life exhibited an inftance of philo- 
fophical calmnefs and fortitude, that well deferves to be recorded. 
Turning to his friend Mr. Combe, “* If I had ftrength enough to 
hold a pen faid he, I would write how eafy and pleafant a thing it 
is to die.”——_ Tt 

‘ Of the perfon of Dr. Hunter, it may be obferved, that he was 
Pad faped, but of a flender make, and rather below a middle 

ature. 

‘There are feveral good raits of him extant. Qne of thefe 
is an unfinifhed painting by Zoffany, who. has reprefented him in 
the attitude of giving a lecture on the mufcles at the royal academy, 
furrounded by a groupe of academicians. Of the engraved prints 
of him which have appeared, I give the preference to that executed. 
by Collier, from the portrait by Chamberlin, an’ the council ¢ham- 
ber of the. royal academy... It exhibits an,aeeutrate and firiking fe- 
femblance of his features. : | | 

* His manner of living, was extremely fimple and frugal, and 
the quality of his food, was fmall as well as plain.—He was an 
early rifer, but when bufinefs was over, was conftantly engaged in 
his anatomical purfuits, or in his mufeum.  ~ | 

* It has been faid that he was‘reftrained by mere parfimony, from 
indulging in the luxuries and amufements which captivate the gene- 
tality of people who refide in this great citys » But he feems to have 
had no relifh for them, and continued to live, in the midft of a 
crowd, matter of himfelf, and of his own purfuits—TIt may with truth 
be afferted, that he never fuffered his economy to interfere in mat- 
ters where the dignity of his character, or the intereft of fciencc, 
were concerned. 

‘ There was fomething very engaging in his manner and addrefs, 
and he had fuch an appearance of attention to his patients when he 
was making his enquiyies, as could hardly fail to conciliate their 


confidence and eftcem. In confultation with his medical — 
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he delivered his opinions with diffidence and candour. In familiar 
converfation he was chearful and unafluming. 

‘ All who knew him allow that he poffetfed an excellent, under 
ftanding, great readinefs of perception, a good memory, and a 
found judgement. To thefe intellectual powers he united uncom- 
mon affiduity and precifion, fo that he was admirably fitted for a- 
natomical inveftigation. | 

« Asa teacher of anatomy, he has been long and defervedly cele- 
brated. Hewas a good orator, and having a clear and acctirate 
conception of what he taught, he knew how to place in diftinét and 
intelligible points of view the mott obttrufe fubje@s of anatomy and 
phyfiology. Among other methods of explaining and illuftrating 
his doctrines, he uied frequently to introduce fome appofite flory 
or cafe that had occurred to him in his practice, and few men had 
acquired a more interefting fund of anecdotes of this kind, or re- 
lated them in a more agreeable manner. He had the talent of in- 
fufing much of his ardour into his pupils, and if anatomical know- 
ledge is more diffufed in this country than formerly, we are indebt- 
ed for this in a great meafure, to his exertions. 

‘ To him, likewife, we owe much of the moderation and: caution 
which now prevail amongft difcreet and intelhgent practitioners 
of midwifery, in the ufe of inftruments, ** I admit, ‘ faid he,” inone 
of his late publications, that the forceps may fometimes be of 
fervice, and may fave either the mother or child. I have fometimes 
ufed it with advantage, and, 1 believe, never: materially hurt a 
mother or child with it, becaufe I always ufed it with fear and cir- 
cumfpection, yet, Iam clearly of opinion, from all the informa- 
tion which 1 have been able to procure, that the forceps (midwifery 
inftruments in general: I fear,) has done more harm thaw good.” 
In‘his le€&tures he had uniformly delivered. the fame excellent fenti- 
ments. . i 

Fila inoch he, contributed to the improvement, of: medical 


» 


{cience in genera] may. be. collected from the concife view. we have 
taken of his writings, . eo oe aS: 

“The munificence he difplayed in the cafe of fcience has like- 
wife a t]aim to our applaufe. Perfons of an invidious turn of mind 
who feek to depreciate his merit in this refpec}, may perhaps en- 
deavour to trace the motive by which he was aétuated, and afcribe 
to vanity what deferves rather to be confidered as a commendable 
love of fame. It is certain that Dr. Hunter facrificed no. part of 
his time or hia fortune, to voluptuoufnefs, to idle pomp, Or td “any 
of the common objects of vanity that influence the putfuits of 
mankind in general. He,feems to have been animated with.a de- 
fire of diftinguithing himfelf in shefe things which are in their na- 
ture laudable ; and being a batchelor, and without views for efta- 
blithing a family, he was at liberty to indulge his inclination. Ler 
us, therefore, not withhold the praife that is duc to him ; ‘and at the 
fame time let it be obferved, that his temperance, his prudence, his 
perfevering and cager purfuit of knowledge conftitute an example 
which we may with advantage to ourfelves, and to fociety, endea- 
Your to cultivate.’ 


Such 
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448 Rigby’s Ejjay of the Red Peruvian Bark. 


Such is the charaéter which Dr. Simmons has given ts 
the es It were to be wifhed he had dwelt rather more 


on Dr. ‘Hunter’s private charaéter as to religious principles. 
On theie our biographer is entirely filent. Dr. Kippis, in 
his life of Dr. Pringle, makes an iriterefting article from 
that eminent philofopher’s fentiments concerning religion. 

Our Readers will perhaps have feen the prefent performance 
mentioned with approbation in various periodical pamph- 
lets*, and this could hardly be otherwife, when it is con- 
fidered that Dr. Simmons was the Author of the Striétures 
in queftion. It would indeed afford’a pleafant entertain- 
ment to perufe a Review wherein Authors were permitted 
to give an account of their own writitigs. In the prefent 
cafe Dr. Simmons having exacted of the public two fhillings 
for a pamphlet, equal in fize to what is generally fold for 
one fhilling, (for it contains but feventy fix 8vo pages,) wife. 
ly wifhed by an artificial addrefs to turn the fale to as much 
advantage.as he could. 


a “tie . : 
—— 


ArT. XIIL. An Effay on the Ufe of the Red Peruvian Bark in the Cure 
of Intermittents, .By Edward Rigby, Member of the @orporation 
of Surgeons in London. 8vo, 2s. Johnfon. 


OON after the. publication of the firft Edition of Dr, 
Saunders’s pamphlet, Mr. Rigby made trial of the red 
bark, and found it fo ufeful that he communicated his ex- 
rience to Dr, Saunders in a letter dated Sept. 8, 1782. 
Farther trials, however, throwing new lights of the fub- 
jet, Mr. Rigby has now communicated to the public a fe- 
ri¢s of fa&ts ard obfervations all tending to confirm the utility 
of the red bark in the cafe of intermittents. Mr. Rigby confi: 
ders, that in whatever other difeafe it may be applicable, the 
experience of it in intermittents muft be the teit a which its 
efficacy is.moft certainly proved ; for inno other difeafe does 
the certain effect of a remedy fo obvieufly follow its ule, 





as in the intermittent. 

After fome obfervations proving the comparative ineffica- 

of the common bark, which on account of its repeated 
failures has fallen of late into great difrepute even with phy- 
ficians who are not apt to difcontinue a medicine from whim, 
or.on flight grounds, Mr. Rigby takes the liberty to differ 
from Dr. Saunders, concerning the natural hiftory of t he 
red bark. Dr. Saunders and others confider the red bark 


— | 





* See European Magazine and Review for November, &c. 
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as the produce of the fame tree from which the pale is ob- 
tained, but that the latter is taken fiom the {malt branches 
and the former from the trunk atid large branches ; they fay; 
likewife that the red bark was the bark originally known, 
and that the natives afterwards finding that taking the bark 
from the larger branches and from the trunk ipoiled the 
trees, confined themielves by degrees to the fmaller branches; 
and perfuaded merchants to purchafe the pale bark got 
thence and even preferit. This Mr. Rigby thinks very 
improbable, and is of opinion that the trees are not of fuchi 
value as to require this care to be taken of ‘them, and that 
the bark, like the bark of the oak tree, grows again, and 2 
frefh fupply is foon obtained from the fame tree. He con- 
firms this opinion in part, from Dr. Oliver’s defcription of 
the Jefuits bark, in the Philofophical Tranfaétions. He is 
upon the whole, therefore, convinced that there are different 
fpecies of the tree from ‘which the red and pale is feparately 
obtained, althaugh he confiders the controverfy on this fub- 
tect as_of very little confequence, it being fafficiently prov- 
ed, thatthe red, which has been lately imported into this 
kingdom, is much more efficacious than the pale, which 
has for fome time paft been ufed, and is at prefent fold by 
druggifts. Indeed, according to Dr. Saunders’s fuppofition; 
which may be juft, if the tree yields a bark different in qua- 
lity according as it is obtained from the trunk, from the 
larger, or from the fmaller branches, it follows that the ig- 
norance of thofe who gather and export it to this country 
muft occafion great confufion, and without ftric&t attentioti 
in our ufe of it, druggifts will be at a lofs to afcertain the 
refpective ftrengths of the different fpecies, a circumftance 
which deferves to be attended to, as the captious may offer 
itas an unanfwerable objection. 

Mr. Rigby next gives the iffue of his experiments; he 
adminiftered the red bark in every fpecies of the intermit- 
tent, and gave it to patients under the greateft variety of 
circumftances refpecting age, conititution, date of the dif- 
cafe, &c. in more than two hundred and fifty cafés. In no 
one inftance did it fail to ftop the return’of the paroxy{fm in 
the firft inftance of its application. 43 40) bateoas 

“ Inthe number of thofe who have been cured bv it, (fays Mr. 
Rigby,) were feveral whofe legs were much {welled, and thelr bo- 
dies hard, and who appeared to te rapidly haftening iito dropfies ; 
mMmany of them the fits were fo fevere, and of fuch long duration, 
other unfavourable circuinitances likewife occurring, that I am per- 
luaded if the difeafe had not been put an carly flop to, it would 

ve terminated in a hazardous fever. More than thirty were 
young children, and fix or feven were infants not a year old, A 
confidcrable number of my patients, moreover, being poof and ig- 

Exc. Rev. Vol. II. Dec. 1783. 2F norant 
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Dorant people, and fome of them living at fome diftance from Nor. 
Wich, to whom I could only give general directions, as it was im- 
poilible for me to attend them, it may be eafily fuppofed, that mot 
of that clafs took it carelefsly ; and I recoliect one perion, a ftrone 
country girl, about feventeen years. of age, who took an ounce of it 
at two dofes, and yet all of them were immediately cured. 

* As the tatte-of this bark is fo much {tronger, and more pun- 
gent than thatot the common Peruvian bark, 1 have been furprized 
with what little reluctance my patients have ufvally taken it, and 
more efpecially that children fhould have gotten it down With fo little 
difficulty. I believe, however, that it naufeates much lefs than the 

ale bark: and many of my paticnts, who upon former occafions 
oo taken the pale, have affured me that they preferred the taite of 
the red.—I have likewite, hitherto, in every inttance, given it 
timply in fubitance, not once having for the above sedition found 
it neceflary to join any thing with it ‘by way of covering the tafte: 
nor have ever yet judged it proper, on account of any fymptoms 
accompanying the difeafe, to add to it any other medicine ; the ad- 

vantage in giving every medicine uncombined, or unchanged by any 
proceis, is fufticiently obvious, “and is more efpecially fo, when we 
with to afcertain with precilion the powers and properties of a new 
one. 

* The dofe in which I have vfually given the red bark has 
been two fcruples, and the quantity w hich I have always endea- 
voured to get down before the time the fit was expected, has been 
One ounce to adults, and a ‘pe ngecent: lefs quantity to younger 
perfons and children ; but am perfuaded that this is more than in 
mott cafes is neceffary. 

Mr. Rigby’s cafes are related with accuracy and fidelity, 
and his obfervations are thofe of a found judgement and co- 
pious experience.. His pamphlet forms a fatisfactory fup- 
plement to Dr. Saunders’s work on this fubje&. | Neither 
of thofe gentlemen have advanced opinions but upon the 
fureft grounds, and in both, the new medicine has found 


able, fedulous, and ingenious advocates. 
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Arr. XIV. 4 Courfe of Lefures: containing Remarks upon th: 
Gosernincas and Education of Children; * Thoug ‘hts upon the 
Plansof, Education, and an Effay upon Elocution, a 
Maeanany Parts of England and Scotland. To which 
Sermon. By the Rev. Rett Knipe. Edinburgh 
bAuthor, 1783. 6s. Svo. No Printer’s Name. 


Mu. is the fate of poor Reviewers! condemned 
+ mo th to month, from year to year, to drudge 
Dug farrago of the prefs; and doomed to fee the 

old materials continually vamped up into a thoufand 
es by. the plaftic hands of common antizons. The prefent 










ilet is only an inferior workman even in this clafs. Hs 


#* courfe (he informs us,) confifts of five lectures. The 
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‘\ firft four lectures, are upon the government and education 
‘of children. The lait lecture is upon that part of elocu- 
“ tion which more immediately concerns the jumor in 
“ Jife*.’?. In thefe leétures he has repeated what had been 
already repeated in numberlefs former compilations. His 
matter is trite, and his manner devoid of any thing that can 
recommend it. He fays + ** I have read and compared the 
‘¢ writers both ancient and modern who have hitherto dif- 
“ cuffed the fubjects, [I have accurately noticed their diver- 
* fities of ftile, | have diligently felected the beft modes of 
“ diction, &c.”” [tis rather unlucky that Mr. Reft Knipe, 
after all his accuracy and diligence, fhould have fo often 
fallen into vulgarifms and other improprieties. Would a 
writer of accuracy or tatte have jaid that ‘‘ fora lady not to 
** {pell with exaé? propricty is frightful beyond expreffiont .” 
Frightful beyond expreffion, Mr, Anipe, is, im the prefent 
cafe, rather a fuperlative mode of diction. Had the poor 
lady failed in every female duty, could you have exprefied 
yourfelf more tragically? Would an Author, acquainted 
with ‘* the bet modes of diction,”” have employed the word 
‘‘fcrub” to exprefs a_worthlefs or improper lover, in the 
following fentence? ‘‘ What barbarity is it in a favourite 
‘“ maid to be the inftrument of a young lady’s ruin, by 
- conveying a fcrub into the very family whofe bread. fhe 
‘“eats||.” Or would fuch a writer have fpokem of “an 
“ honeft baker wanting his fon to cut a figurey??~ Had the 
prefent Lecturer on Education and Elocution: Yntrodaced 
the baker as fpeaking, there would have beena characterift- 
ical propriety in the vulgarifm; but it becomes highly im- 
roper when the fentiment is conveyed te us by the Rev. 
Rett Knipe, profeffor of the Englifh language, who, ‘by 
‘* long meditation, and habits of attentive prattice," bad 
** familiarized every,” elegancy of writing. 

Had this publication contained nothing more, than the 


. courfe of leétures on education and elocution, it mi tha ce 


been difmiffed with the above fhort animadverfion. 


fpiritual adventurer has, in the eighteenth century, obtruded: ~ 


on the world a thing which he dignifies with the appellation 
of afermon, and which in faét is a chaos of indecorum and 
abfurdity, that would have difgraced the pulpit-oratory of 
the darkeft ages. 

A few extracts from this wonderful compofition, we can 
affure the Rev. Author, will make our Reader’s fare, as the 
preaching of the whole (he informs us,) excited the admira- 
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tion of ‘*men of letters.” With this, we are in hopes 
he will reft fatishied, as admiration and a/ffoni/hment are 
nearly allied. The words of the text are taken from the 


> 


144th pfalm. ‘* Lord, what is man?” Mr. Knipe’s ex- 
ordium is in the following words, 

* Strange as it may feem, there was a time before all times; when 
there was no day, but the “ancient of days”; no good, but God; 
ne fight, but the “ father of lights; when arts were but ideas ; the 
heavens, a book in folio; the earth, one in quarto; and menand angels 
but capital etters in the margent of God’s thought* !’ 

David meditates on man, fays Mr. Knipe, 

* The more he meditates, the more he admires; the more he ad- 
mires, the more he afks; the more he afks, the greater bis tafk ; till 
mirror is changed into terror, and every glance into a trance.}’ 

-If you afk what is man, Mr. Knipe will inform you; 

* The body is the /oul’s cafle, the mouth is the extrance, the lips 
are a double leaved door, the teeth a porteullis or ivory gate, the tongue 
is the porter at the gate of that lefty tower.—Man may be viewed as 
a microcofm, or little world. A refemblance appears between the 
liver and the ocean ; the veins and the leffer rivers, the breath and 
the air; our natural heat and the warmth of the air; our radical 
moifture and the fatnefs of the earth ; our knowledge and the light ; 
our eyes and the two great luminaries. “lhe beauty of youth is like 
the flower of the {pring ; the thoughts of our minds are like the mo- 
tions of angels; our four complexions refemble the four elements ; 
and our feven ages the feven plancts.—What was man in rule and 
dominion ?' Heé- was emperor of the whole earth, admiral of the 
whole fea, the 4eir of Eden, and peer of Paradife t. Take him in 
another view, and his life is a mere farce, or comic tragedy. The 
prologue.is delivered within the certains of the womb; the prolepfs 
in his birth and cradle; the epilafis in his mirth and gaiety ; death 
as the cataflrophe ; the grave his ward-robe.—His length is but « 
ipan, his ftrength is graf, his beauty gla/s; his. thoughts are 
dreams, his body is a fhadow, his flefhy but a vapour, his glory a taper, 
which degins as a bubble, continues like a daze, and ends with a d/a/’. 
What is mian.!}\.’ Py mee | ) 

But Mr. Knipe’s knowledge is {till more extenfive. If 
wéiaik, What does grammar teach? | 

© Te teaches us to fpeak the language of our own confufion. The 
firft part contains the true orthography of our cares ; the commas, colon;, 
and periods of our paffonws. ‘The tecond part unfolds (our cafuum 
difcrimina,) a thoufand diverfities of dangers; accidents varied with 
divers cafes; with genders of forrow, engendering nomberlefs decien- 
frors of thatwhich is good. The third part difplays the mifcon- 
fruing of charity, in not coxcording with equals, not governing in- 
teriors, or not yielding to the government of fuperiors. The lait 
part of grammar is, an accexting of griets, by feveral pricks in the 





;7 —_ *~ 
> Saal 


~* Page 277, 278. f¢p-283. f.p. 286, 287, 288. || 288, ‘289, 
390. 
ficih 





ao]0 = 


in 


ti 


th 
ral 


= 


4s 








D- 


ait 


Deaie’s Obfervations in Midwifery. 453 


fief : and a fcanning of things upon the fzgers of reafon, to tickle 
the carof fancy. What is rhetoric ? Each ¢repe is a trav/lation trom 
purity to corruption; each climax climbs up by degrees of renewed 
grief; each auxefis augments, and each byperbole makes up the height 
of duman hardjbip, Whatislogic? An artot reafoxizg to inform 
reafon of the lofs of rea/on. Each predicament is a ladder of human 
frailty, declaring the /ubfance of our body of death, the quantity 
and gwality of our fin, fhowing «éere, when, and how every fin 
was committed ; demonttrating by caxfes, and proving by iaduaion 
the finners defrudion*,’ 

But it is high time that we fhould difmifs this culprit from 
the bar of criticifm; where he ought not to have been de- 
tained a moment, had not the fingularity of his mifde- 
meanour raifed him above his natural level. Even Mr. Rett 


Knipe becomes of fome confequence when he attempts to 


clothe religion in his own ‘fantattic and ridiculous attire. If 
his crime be a fin of ignorance, we pity him; if otherwife, 
he merits contempt and indignation. 

We thall conclude with obferving that, however deficient 
this extraordinary perfonage may be in the art of writing, 
he appears a perfect adept in one fubftantial part of author- 
craft, the art of vending his wares. His lift of tubfcribers 


extends to 33 pages. 





Art. XV. Obfervations in Midwifery, particularly on the differont 
Methods of affifting Women in tedious and difficult Labours : to which 
are added, Obfervations on the principal Diforders incident to 
Women and Children. By William Deafe, Surgeon to the 
United Hotpitals of St. Nicholas and St. Catharine. 8vo. 4s. 
Dublin. Walliams, White, Wilfon. - — -_— 


HIS Author is an accurate obferver, and his experience 
feems to have been extenfive There is much ufeful 
information in his book, and many new and ingenious re- 
marks. We do not think our time wafted in taking a par- 
ticular review of his feveral fections. 

He begins with an Jntrodudlory View of the Progre/s of 
Midwifery to the prefent Time. This view is but fu- 
perficial, and feems rather to be a review of thofe Au- 
thors who have particularly recommended inftrumental ope~- 
rations, to obviate the abute of which is our Author’s eget 
fed intention. 

Seétion I. General Remarks on the Difeafes incident to Prege 
nancy. Bleeding in the earlieit periods of pregnancy he op- 

fes, unlefs in patients of plethoric habits, and who feed 
full. Retention of urine he does not think fo dangerous a 
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tomplaint as it has been reprefented by fome Authors, nor 
did he ever fee a cafe that could warrant the perforating the 
uterus, as Dr. Hunter defcribes, or dividing the fymphyfis 
of the pubis. He approves and recommends. Dr. Hunter’s 
directions for obviating this complaint. _Moft women com- 
plain during pregnancy that every thing turns four upon 
their ftomach, and they are advifed to drink brandy and wa- 
ter at meals. This practice Mr. Deale reprobates in a fen- 
fible manner, and recommends plain water, and, as a me- 
dicine, the columbo root, a drachm of which may be made 
into twelve pills, four to be taken in the morning an hour 
before breakfait, drinking after them an half pint of German 
Spa water. In cafes of coftiveneis, which unlefs prevented 
often occafions much trouble, he recommends the following 
pills ; take rufus pijl one drachm, Cailile foap, diaphoretic 
antimony, gum ammoniac, of each haif a drachm, tartar 
emetic two grains, oil of minth, twenty drops, form into 
thirty pills; two or three to be taken occafionally going to 
bed. This compofition is fcarcely imple enough, the gum 
ammoniac mutt be inert in the quantity given atatime. As 
to hemorrages, Mr. Deafe is of opinion, that thofe which 
happen the three firft months are feldom dangerous. From 
the fourth to the feventh month abortion but rarely happens, 
but from the feventh to the ninth is the moft fatal period. 
His method of treatment is judicious in all. thefe cates. 
During the firft three months, the expulfion of the foetus 
and placenta is to be left entirely to nature; after the fifth 
month as the hemorrhage is more alarming, the interfcr- 
ence of art is often neceflary. His dire€tions concerning 
hemorrhages, which appear from the feventh to the period 
of geftation, are worth attending to. 

* Sudden hemorrhages which appear from the feventh to the 
ninth month, with little refpite except fuch as is caufed by the 
frequent weaknefs and faintings attendant on thefe occafions, I have 
obferved at this period of geftation to proceed frequently from acci- 
dental caufes, independent of any attachment of the placenta imme- 
djately over the os uteri; and it-is here that Puzo’s direétions ot 
breaking the membranes and encouraging labour pains will have 
moft fuccefs. 


* The firft attention of the furgeon fhould be directed to examine 
the. ftate of the os uteri. This is beft done by laying the patient 
gently on her fide near the edge of the bed, with a pillow between 
her knees, carefully avoiding any ere¢t fituation ; on pafling our 
fingers or hand up the vagina, large clots are generally difcharged, 
and the hemorrhage is fometimes alarmingly increafed, but we 
muft perfevere, and iptroduce one or two fingers into the os uteri. 
Much will depend on the touch in this cafe. 


: 


* Ifthe os uteri feels high up, and is not open fufficiently to ad- 
mit 
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mit a finger or two with cafe, nor yields to any gentle endeavours 
to dilate it, the cate Bc ierally turns out unfortunate ; for it will be 


in vain to attempt ufing force to dilate ; a prudent ufe of opium 
combined with the mineral acids, cool air, and a recumbent titua- 
tion, with as little motion as potlible, are the only means we fhould 
purfue, untill the os uteri gradually opens, and nature 18 prepar- 
ed for ouratliftance. But when we find the os uteri low down, that 

ic feels foft, and readily yields to one or two fingers gently dilat- 
ing it, that theie manceuvres excite fome pains wl hich bear down ; 
aud at the fame time the waters and membranes are plainly percep- 
tible to the touch, and feel tenie; we fhould immediately break 
them, and give the paticnt a tea cupful of tinéture of rofes with 
twenty drops of tincture thebaic; as the waters drain off, the uterus 
contracts, the diameters of the veiiels clofe, and the hemorrhage 
eereny leflens, or is cntirely ftopped, and the woman gets fome 
rei 

In Seétion If. Of the bef? method of affifting womey in natu- 
ral and tedious labours, our Author is minute agd accurate, 
but there is nothing new. 

In Se€tion ITl. Of difficult labours, he enters at forne 
length on the fubje& of the forceps. As he has fubftituted an 
in{trament of his own invention inplace of Smellie’s s forceps, 
it will be necefiary to confider his obje€tions to that forceps, 

That the forceps prudently applied, is an inftrument, which in 
sé hands may-fafely effect delivery in difficult labours, is what 
every practitioner muft have been repeatedly convinced of ; as alfo 
that it has many difadvantages; the moit obvious, I will as’ cons 
cifely as poflible point out. 

The firit is, that it is an inftrument that cannot be applied 
without the woman’s being apprifed of it: Ihave always found 
that the very idea of making uie of an inftrument conveys horror, 
and alarms not only the woman in labour, but-all the affiftants, 
and muft -be productive in thofe that are nervous, of very difagree- 
able effects. 

' Secondly it is an inftrument that is difficult to fix, lable to 
flip, and in many cafes fatally compreties the child’s head. 

‘ Thirdly, when the head is charged in the forceps, the divari- 
cation of the handles puts the perineum on fuch a ftretch, that out 
of ten cafés where it is employed, I make no doubt on a moderate 
calculation, feven of them will be lacerated, particularly, if it be 
a firtt child. 

* Fourthly, in almoft all cafes where inftruments are employed, 
the head of the chile is pufhed down in a conicgl form, fo that the 
03 uteri. Is often not dilated more than the breadth of the apex ot 
the tumid fcalp, which is engaged in it: the dilatation is painful 
and difficult on account of the os uteri being thickened. When 
the forceps is introduced in thefe circumftances, the parts fuffer 
much contufion and often laceration that muft in general prove 
fatal, 

* Thefe objections to the forceps are not the refult of any mif- 
conceived prejudice again‘t its ufe, or predilection in favour of any 
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other inftrument not warranted by experience, but a fair account of 
the difadvantages I have known to attend its application even in the 
moft dexterous hands. 

* The lever of Koonhuyfen was originally very defective, and 
the manner of its applicanon highly injurious, as the operator did 
not extract the head in the direction nature ordained that it fhould 
be expelled; but on the contrary the inftrument was applied tq the 
occiput of the child, and againft the fymphyfis of the pubis, by 
elevating the handle towards the belly of the woman, the forehead 
was pretied down againft the facrum inftead of being raifed from ir, 
and the perineum mutt inevitably in the greater number of cafes, 
have been miferably lacerated. 

* 1 believe the original inventor of this inftrument and his fuc- 
ceflors, obtained a great deal of their celebrity by making ufe of it 
jn fuch cafes as were only tedious, and where the efforts of nature 
alone would in a little time accomplifh the delivery ; for otherwife 
on confidering the form of the inftrument, and their method of ut- 
ing it, it @ pears impotiible they could effect delivery in difficult 
cates. 

‘ This is farther confirmed by the number they affert they de- 
livered: by this infirument where the child’s head, was fixed in the 
pelvis, or as the French exprefs it, in an enclavement. One of 
thefe furgeons is fuid to have delivered eight hundred women in 
thofe circumftances*. From this it appears that they employed 
' this infrument, only in tedious cafes, where no inftrument fhould 
be ufed; as in ditlicult labours it muft have proved ineffectual.’ 

_ Mr. Deafe next proceeds to defcribe his own inftrument, 
which jis an improvement of Koonhuyfen’s lever, and is 
certainly well calculated to anfwer all the purpofes of the 
forceps, but for the plate in which it is delineated at large, 


and the defcription and manner of ufing it, we muft refer 
to the book itielf. 

Seétion 1V. confifts of fome. excellent practical remarks 
on preternatural labours. 

In Se@tion V. he entirely difapproves of the Cefarian o- 

eration, and the divifion of the fymphyfis of the os pubis, 
fat his arguments are rather confirmations of what has been 
already advanced by Ofborn, Hamilton, Hunter, and others, 
than new objections. 

In Se&tion VI. he takes a review of the difeafes incident 
to lying-in women. On all thefe he writes judicioufly, 
but is moft copicus and inftructive when treating the puer- 

ral fever. After mentioning every Author’s hypothefis and 
mode of cure which have appeared, he hig fome very in- 
terefting information from his own practice. The follow- 
ing obfervations are particularly deferving of attention. 
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* Vide Remarks by Camper on the fe of the Lever in the fifth 
' Jn 


volume of the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Surgery. 
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* In 1774 the puerperal fever became an object of particular atten- 
tion to the Dublin practitioners ; not that the difeate appared near 
fo frequent as in London, and could fearcely be called an epidemic 
difeafe; but as much had been written about it, curiofity was ex- 
cited ; it was obferved in the lying-in hofpital, particularly in two 
wards that had many beds in them; the fever appeared tw«, three, 
or four days after lying-in, feldom after the fixth, with fhverings 
fucceeded by heat, thirft and rapid pulfes, the lochia and niik for 
the moft part were fuppreffed, great pain about the pit of the fiomach, 
belly tenfe, bilious ftools, which generally terminated the difeate 
favourably when yellow, but fatally when they were thin, dlack- 
ith and feetid with an increafed tention ot the belly; the — 
recovered flowly, but were in general out of danger or dead on the 
fixth, feventh, or eleventh day. In feven women that died of 
this fever the appearances on diflection were found to be fimilar to 
thofe defcribed by Hulme and Leake. 

* From many opportunities I had of feeing this fever in private 
practice, I did not find either the fymptoms or progrefs of it corre- 
{pond with thofe that attended it in England; tor the period of its 
invafion was uncertain ; and in one cafe in which | was particular- 
ly interefted, it appeared three weeks after delivery ; the patient 
had a general laffitude, heavy bilious look, eafily to be perceived 
before the fever was developed, the belly had not that inflammator 
tenfion, nor was it fo exquilitely painful as generally deferibed, 
but it was too full, and feemed to be oppreffive: the patient inftead 
ot acute pain, had all that bilious anxiety about her, fo that fhe 
was never eafy but when vomiting, but more particularly when 
purging; the pulfe was light and very quick, fhe had very little 
fleep, and that not refrefhing, bur feldom raved unlefs at thofe in- 
tervals. Some paticnts became yellow in the progrefs of the fever, 
the lochia and milk generally difappeared in the increafe of the fe- 
ver, the belly became tumid, and the fever increated, the breath- 
ing became very fhort, often the lungs were fo much engaged that 
it appeared as if part of the morbifie matter-had been tranilated to 
them, the ftools became thin, putrid and involuntary, and the pa- 
tients died commonly in fometime trom the feventh to the fixteenth 
day ; however I have known of one that died the fourth day; thofe 
that recovered, feemed to have had no regular crifis, the difeafe 
appeared to go off by ftvol. : 

* However this fever might be complicated with accidental caufes, 
the leading character of it teemed to be bilious, and this matter was 
heft got rid of by determining it downwards; for puking harrafled 
the patients very much, I-never faw a cafe that required, or in- 
deed would admit of bleeding without injury to the patient. A 
late eminent practitioner frequently pretcribed a powder compofed 
of nitre one drachm, feamony three drachms, calomel a-feruple, 
tartar ftibiat four grains; of this heterogeneous compofition a 
fcruple was exhibited for adofe, in order to unload the inteftinal 
canal of any bilious accumulation: as far as I faw, the practice was 
attended with the worft confequences ; if it had not been immedi- 
ately dropped in one cafe, in which I was concerned with him, it 
would have induced a rcal inflammation of the bowels; and in many 

cafes 
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svone exfe, which had at firft the moit unpyo1 
_ think nothing contributed fo much to relieve the: 
Yglyfiers.. In the fame cafe Seltzer water and yal§ocafionally drank 
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which ould hardly be ftopped; and in others where it did nor 
purge, the effects were more tatal, as the feyer, thirit, and tenfion 
of the velly were rapidly increaleds 1: found that the indication of 
unloadng the inteitinal canal was much afer fulfilled by repeated 
giyften, mild. cathctics, apozems»made of panna and cream of 


“.eafes I lave known its adminiitration followed. by a fuperpurgation 


he. intention very 
Meto the patient, 
eftomach. Butin 
Hg appearance, | 
patient as repeated 


tartar were extremely grateful and anfwer 
well ; the effervefcent draughts were very ret 
and gueted the conitant ficknefs and uneafin 









o 


Atemed of great ufc. So 
™..* Enever found the bark of any. advantage while the heat and 


‘. gfevet kept up; there exifls in thefe circumf{tances;“asgeneral ere- 


8 


thiffm throughout the fy item, particularly about the ftomach, which 
m all medicines of this tribe extremely difgufting, and nature 
— them, but impells the fick to defire with avidity thefe juleps 
that are of a cooling and refrefhing nature. In the {tate of con- 
efcence we may avatiourfelves of every advantage of the tonic 
d.antifeptic powers of the-bark. 

In the progrefs of this difeate I never faw any advantage arife 
fomithe application of bliiters, except the lungs feemed to be en- 







thy ‘There jg a method of. cure propofed by Dr. Doulcet in 1782, 
whieh was read at a meeting ofthe RoyalSocicty of medicine in 


Paris, and. much approved of, andfaid to be infallible in this fever, : 


which. is .adminiflering fifteen grains. of ipecacuanha in two dofcs, 
imimediatelyon the attack of this diforder, and occafionally repeat- 
ing it; the effects of the ipecacuanha‘are kept up by a potion com- 
poted of two ounces of oil of fweetalmonds, one of fyrup of marth 
-maliows, and two grains of kermes mineral. I can only hay of this 
«method, that I have repeatedly given a vomit of ipecacuanha in the 
pane of this fever, when the ftomach feemed to be loaded with 
ilious matter, &c. but I never found thofe decifive advantages na- 
turally to be expected from it as a {pecific in thefe cafes. 

Section VII. and laft contains fome excellent remarks on 
the difeates of children, particularly the hydrocephalus inter- 
nus. Lhe volume concludes with a relation of cafes adapted to 
‘the foregoing obfervations. ‘Thefe are related with accuracy 
and candour. ~ Upon the wliole, we confider Mr. Deatfe’s 
book as abounding with matter of teal practical utility, and 
recominend it to young prattitioners as a book from which 
they may reap knowledge of the fureit kind. 
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Art. XVI. Traité fur le, Venin dela Vipere, fur tes Poifons Ameri- 
caias, ferte Laurier Chrife, &S fur quelques. autres Poifons vegetcaux, 
er, Par M. Fontana, Florence. z,tomes.en.4to. Elmfly. London. 
A Treatife.concerning the Poifan of the Vipers the American: Poj/ons, 
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the Lauro-cerafus, and fome other vegetable Poifons, With Obferva- 
tions relative to fomeother Subjecis. — Plates. 

HE firft part ‘of this laborious work was publifhed'in 

Italian feveral years agos- After defcribing the ftruc- 

ture of the teeth of the viperiand the other parts deftined to 


contain and intseduce the poifon, the Author proceeds to— 


clear his way, by correcting the errors of former writers: 
it was the opinienef Redi, that the poifon runs along the 
outfide of the canine or poifonous teeth, but our Author 
fhews by experjment what indeed is fufficiently clear from 
the itructure, thatit is conveyed into the wound along: the 
canal that perforates the teeth. It has been imagined) that 
the bite of the viper derives its deitructive effects from the 
faliva becoming envenomed in confequence of the fury.of 
the animal, but our Author’s experiments concur with 
thofe of Rediand Mead,-to thew that it is the yellow Ji- 
quor alone contained in a particular refervoir, which proves 
fatal without being at all intluenced by the rage or calmnets 
of theanimal. Mr. Fontana introduced.cotton dipped in 
the faliva at atime when the animal was highly ex ed 
into the wounds of animals, from which they did not ap: 
pear to fuffer in the leaft. . He decapitated feveral vipers 
when they were in perfect tranquillity, and applying the 
yellow liquor to wounds infli€ted 1n_ different animals, found 
that it was as deleterious, as when introduced by the bite of 
the viper itfelf. ‘he next experiments fhew that this liquor 
is not poifonous to the individual in which it is lodged, 
nor to any one of the {pecies. - This circumftance ‘very na 
turally led the Author.to fuppofe that fome other animals 


might enjoy the fame privilege, and he accordingly found - 


that the leech, fnails, the afp, fnake, and blind worm ac- 
tually poffefs this immunity... The turtle is not eafily or 
foon killed by the bite of the viper, but it is fatal to moft 
other cold animals. ‘hele experiments are followed by an 
enquiry into the properties:'of the poifonous fluid. It is 
not-of an acid nature as Mead had afferted in. the firft. edi- 
tion of his publication on, this fubject, nor is it alcaline, 
as other authors have imagined. Moreover it does not con- 
tain falts of any kind, as Mead maintained in a fubfequent 
edition of his work; the, Author points out the fources of 
this miftake. This liquorappears to have no determinate 
tafte; it has not any thing of the caufticity or acrimony of 
the poifon of the bee, the wafp and hornet. It leaves how- 
ever upon the tongue, an unpleafant fenfation of flight af- 
tringency, which lafts for fome time. It is not inflam- 
mable, ‘When kept long, it lofes its deleterious properties. 

The Author afterwards proceeds to inquire into the caufe 
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ef the death of animals bit by the viper. He recounts the 
opinions of writers refpeéting this caufe, and finds no reat 
difficulty in fhewing them to be falfe. He then delivers his 
ewn. He thinks that the poifon of this reptile deftroys 
the irritability of the mufcular fibre. The experiments 
he relates fecm very much to favour this notion ; he even 
endeavours to advance one flep further in accounting for 
the fatal effects produced by the fluid in queftion, and fup- 
pofes that it deftroys the irritability of the mufcles, by in. 
ducing an incipient putrefation. In this firft part the Au- 
thor obferves, that he has forborn to make much alteration, 
becaufe the fequel is properly fpeaking only a fupplement, 
and will enable the reader to add for himfelf what is want- 
ing, and to corre&t what is erfoneous. 

The firft experiments related in the fecond part, were made 
with a view to afcertain whether cauftic volatile alkali is a 
certain cure for the bite of the viper, as Mr. Sage of the 
French academy has afferted with fuch confidence. They 
determine the gueftion in the negative beyond the poffibility 
of a doubt, and even fuggetta fufpicion that this boafted 
remedy is rather hurtful in fome cafes. They are exceed- 
ingly numerous, and were made on fparrows, pigeons, 
fowls, guinea-pigs, rabbits, cats, dogs, and frogs. Befide 
this negative confequence, they lead to others. From the ex- 
periments on the birds it appears, rft, that the es. of the 
viper is fatal to each kind; 2d, that the larger fpecies 
) le longeft againtt its efte&s ; 3d, that the bite of the 
Jargeit viper kills fooneft, that the fymptoms are worfe as 
the viper is more furious and retains the part longer between 
itsteeth ; 4th, that the part bit is more inflamed, the 
longer the animal lives after the bite; 5th, that fome- 
times the blood iffues black and livid, and at others red out 
of the wound; and that in the latter cafe the animal lives 
 longeft; 6th, that fometimes thepoifon runs out along with 
the blood, in which cafe the animal lives long and fometimes 
recovers without even feeming to fuffer, The Author 
> fometimes found in the bag that contains the poifon a vifcid 

whitifh matter that had no poifonous properties. The vola- 
tile alkali whether ipplied: externally ot received into the 
{tomach, is ineffef&tual, and if in one or two among a vatt 
number of trials the animal furvived, it was evidently owing 
to fome other circumftance. There was a very wide dif- 
ference between the times different animals of the fame kind 
lived after havjng been bit; infomuch, that fome died ina 
few minutes, while others furvived many hours; but the de- 
duétions we have jut fet down will in a great meafure en- 


able the Reader to account for them. , 
From 
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From the experiments on the guinea pigs and rabbits, it 
appears, that the young ones almoft lene die, whereas 
fome of the adult efcape ; in like manner young cats gene- 
rally die and the old recover. Of dogs the fimall fort are 
generally killed, the largeit furvive, and the middle fized 
jemetimes efcape, and fometimes die. ‘The bite proved fatal 
to about half, or rather more, of the frogs. The alkali was 
ineffe€tual as on all other occafions. ‘he Author took care 


that each of the animals we have named fhould be bit only 


by a fingle viper in one place. 

In the experiments next related, we have an opportunity 
of tracing the effects produced by the bite of one or more 
vipers on the fame part, or two correfponding parts. On 
the: whole it appears as might be expected, that a greater 
number of bites proves more certainly fatal, or elfe produces 
worfe fymptoms, if the animal recovers. It is remarkable that 
the feveral kinds ufed by the Author in thefe inveftigations, 
went and ftretched themfelves upon the ground after having 
been wounded, in which fituation they continued without 
motion during the fubfequent illnefs. 

Hitherto the bites of the vipers had been confined to the 
leg. Mr. Fontana next defcribes the phenomena produced 
by the application of the poifon to various parts of the bo- 
dy. Hefound upon applying it to the tkin, after he had 
removed the epidermis and fome of the fkin itfelf, that it is 
not fatal to guinea pigs and rabbits, but produces fuppuration 
in the parts which it touches. When however the fkin 
was pierced quite through, a tumour arofe and fometimes 
burft in two or three days, after which the animal died. 
From the application of the poifonous fluid to the cellular 
fubftance, or cellular tiffue (as we would rather denominate 
it, along with the Latin, French, and Italian writers, ) when 
it comes in contact with no other part, fatal effeéts do not 
feem te follow. When the venom was introduced into the 
fubftance of a mufcle it killed pidgeoris but not rabbits or 
guinea pigs ; when it was applied to the furface, it produced 
no ll confequences. 

Inthe next paragraph the Author does not feem to have 
made deductions with his ufual accuracy. He was defirous 
of knowing whether the envenomed liquor lofes its delete- 


tious qualities after it has poifoned an anintal: to afcertaing: 


this he laid bare the mufcles of a pigeon’s leg and applied 
the poifon, he then brought the bare mufcles of another 
pigéon’s leg into contact with thofe of the former. In one 
experiment both birds became ill, and in others they died, 
the datter fome time after the former. Hence he concludes 
that the poifon is not rendered innocent by ——— 
wit 
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with the blood of living animals, but it does not appear that 
the whole of .the poifon. muft. have been combined with the 
blood, part might eafily, aye continued unaltered, and in 
that ftate been received bythe fecond pigeon. It would 
not have been difficult to determine the queition. Mr. Fon- 
tana might have diluted the fluid with biood, or he might 
haye tried the blood of a poifoned animal. When the Av- 
thor wounded the inteftines and liver with an envenomed 
tooth, fatal confequences,. itis evident, would foon follow. 
It were to be piled that he had contrafted thefe experi- 
ments with others made, in:the fame way, only omitting the 
poifon. He would.then shave jad a term of compariton, 
and. been able to diftinguifh® the effeQs of this. fluid from 
thofe produced fimply. Jaying bare and wounding thofe 
vifcera. The application of it ‘to the pericranium, periof- 
teum, and bone was attended with no bad effets, nor even 
to the brain itfelfin-two experiments, though in a third it 
proved fatal: when applied to the marrow of the bones’ it 
was innoxious. In thefe experiments the Author judicioul- 
ly employed the abovementioned expedient. When a viper 
was made to bite a fowl on.the comb, the wattles generally 
fwelled confiderably ; and when a guinea pig or rabbit was 
bit at the nofe, the wounded part was not inflamed, but a 
large tumour arofe in the lower fide of the neck, and the 
animals commonly recovered. ‘I'he fame experiment made 
upon dogs and cats may be added to the proofs which philo- 
fophers have already adduced of the uncertainty of analo- 
gical arguments. It may alfo ferve to fhew how very dif- 
ferent- effets the fame caufe may produce when a fingle 
circumitance only i is changed, of w hich yet no one could 
expect a priori that it would make any variation in the re- 
fut, In the laft mentioned animals the {welling and inflam- 
mation were confined-to the wounded part and. never at all 
affected the neck. . The Author's next trials were made up- 
on tendons, a part’that of late years has much employed 
the attention of phyfiologifts. He concludes upon the whole 
that the venom does not affe& the tendons, and yet the ani- 
mal generally died in lefs than forty hours after it was applied. 
The moft decifive of his experiments are the following. 

He took fix very large rabbits,. and laid the tendo achillis 
of cach quite bare. He pricked two with. a tooth-contain- 


ing the. poifonous fluid, two others with the point of a- 


needle, and the remaining two he did not wound.at all, 
feveral folds.of;linem; were then wrapped round them. All 
the fix rabbits ldied.and i in times not very different... Hence, 
befidcs- a Rare eleeed mentioned, the Author makes 
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another, viz. that when. the.tendon is Jaid quite bare, the 
animal generally dies. 4s se ! 1 

We have next a deféription @£ the teeth aad fheath in Hi 
whith they are contained, anda difcufion of fome other 
points occurring in the firft- part, after -qvhich the Author 
endeavours to inveftigate the properties of the envenomed 
liquor. His experiments feem to. fhew that its a fubitance 
fui generis,. uch a one as has. mever yet. been sntroduced to 
the knowledge -of chemitts, «viz. .an animal gum. = [t 4s. 
foluble in water, and may. be. precipitated ie of ‘wine, 
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and entirely agrees in this, and other pf 2s, with guin 
arabic. ‘The Author inclines to think thatthe poifonous: 
fluid of winged infects is of the fame naturej . 
In the third part, the Author aca the mode of 
action of the poifon. . His-firft emguiry 1s tito the quantity 
neceflary to deitroy an animal: from the experiments he re- 
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cites, it appears that tooo of a grain will fometimes, but not 
certainly, killa fparrow. About four or five times as much, - 
proves fatal to a pigeon. If now he may & allowed to fup- 
pofe that the effects produced by the poifomre in Poportion | 
to its quantity, that the power of refifting thefe. effects is 
proportional to the fize of the animal, and that he may 
argue from. one clafs of animals to another, viz. trom fowls ' 
to quadrupeds, he concludes that about twelve grains will iH 
deftroy an ox, and three a man. A-viper of the middle | 
fize has about two grains of poifon in his refervoirs, hence . 
the poifon of fix vipers will be-requifite to kill’an ox, and 
almoft that of two to killa man. But.as,a viper does not, 
wafte his whole ftore at once, it may be/juftly inferred that 
not lefs than twenty can kill an ox, nar fewer than five or- 
fix a man. : 
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tain the time which mutt elapfe before the poifon produces - 
effects, Mr. Fontana concludes that its action is not inftan=. 
taneous. Between fifteen and fixteen minutes elapfed before: 
any fymptoms of a morbid condition appeared in the ani- 
mals upon which his trials were made. It is probable that ~ | 
the time will vary very much in different:animals. 
When the Author injected the poifonous fluid intothe:. { . 
jugular vein of animals, they almoft inftantantly died: | 
with tokens of the moft excruciating pain. The blood was. 
found on diffection to be coagulated. . 


Every page of this work holds forth: unequivocal proofs, 
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his philofophical feepticifm, and the refources of his genius 
draw an uncommon degree of attention. From the pheno- 
mena that appeared in confequence of his firft trials, an or- 
dinary experimenter would have concluded without hefitation 
that theaction of the venom is chietly exerted upon the nerves. 
But Mr. Fontana by the multiplicity and variety of his expe- 
riments was led to a very different, and thofe apparently, juit 
conclifions. At the termination of his refearches on this 
important fubje&, he advances the following propofitions. 

1. The livic and red {pots that are obferved on the nerves 
fubjected to experiment are the cffeét of mere mechanical 
violence. 

2. The death of the animals (rabbits) 1s the confequence 
of the wound indi€ted on the nerve, and not of the venom of 
the viper. " 

3. hata verom does not communicate to the nerves 
any fymptoms of the peculiar difeafe. which it produces, and 
does not haften the death of the animal. 

4. The poifon of the viper is as little noxious to the 
nerves, as water or a folution of gum arabic, which produce 
no til effeéts, as cther experiments have proved to me. 

The envenomed liquor does not produce on extravafated 
blood fuch effeéts as the Reader would perhaps expect. It 
is far from coagulating it, as it does, when injedted into 
the veffels, it caufes it to retain its fluidity longer than blood 
not mixed with any other fubftance, it however changes its 
natural red colour to livid or black, 

Upon cenfidering all the phenomena, the Author con- 
cludes, that the poifon aéts upon the blood. In the fr/ 

t, he delivered it as his optnion that it immediately at- 
tacks the irritability, amd proves fatal by deftroying that 
property of the mufcular fibre. But he was not then aware 
that it did not affe& the nerves, and that when injetted 
into the blood veffels it proves inftantly fatal It therefore 
becomes neceffary to modify the hypothefis ; the irritability 
is indecd weakened, and in no great length of time totally 
deftroyed, but this is an effeét rather than a caufe. 

Such are the experiments and reafonings contained in the 
firft volume. That we may be enabled to dwell a little upon 
the fecond we fhall delay our account of it to a future num- 
ber; and it is a felicity which rarely happens either to thc 
readers or writers of Reviews to have their attention engaged 
by the labours of a Fontana ora Spallanzani; Philofophers, 
who never failtp illuminate the fubjeét they treat of, by at 
once inveiting it with the lafre of truth, and difpelling the 
gaift of error. 
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MON THLY CATALOGUE, 
For DECEMBER, 1783. 
POLITICAL. 

Art. 17. 4 Colleion of the Letters which have been addreffed to 


the Volunteers of Lrctand, on. the Subyed of a Parliamentary Reform. 
By the Earl of Effingham, Doétor Price, Major Cartwright, 
Doétor Jebb, and the Rev. Mr. Wyvill. To which are annexed, 
‘a Letter of the Rev. Mr. Northcote on the fame Subjeét: a 


Letter of Lieutenant Colonel Sharman to Dr. Jebb, with his’ 


Anfwer : and all the Letters of the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, addrefled 


to the Yorkfhire Committee of Affociation, to John Campbell, * 


Chairman of the Committee of Stirling Merchants; Brafs 
Crofby, Efq; and others, 2s. Od. 8vo. “Stockdale. 


HE Rev. C. Wyvill, chairman of -the Yorkfhire Committee 
of Affociation tranfmits the determinations of the Committee 
with his own fentiments tothe different focieties and private perfons 
with whom they withed to eftablifh a political correfpondence. Mr. 
Wyvill exhibits a very confiderable fhare. of political knowledge. 


The Irith gentlemen difcover the greateft vehemence and ardour:, 


Dr. Price with his ufual foundnefs of judgment, but with a modera- 
tion and regard to pradicability which will probably appear very 
reprehenfible to moft of the volunteers, of Ireland, while his 
triumph in the emancipation of that country will feem difguiting to 
many of the Englifh.. It is chiefly among philofophers and citizens 
of the world that the Doctor will meet with approbation. Major 


Cartwright and Dr. Jebb fupport their principles and policy, which. 


are generally known, with that energy whichis naturally connected 

with an enthufiafim for liberty. | 

This:colleétion contains a catalogue of the primitive defects in 
our owm prefent modes: of reprefentation, and the moft judicious 
hints that have been thrown out for removing them. 

Art. 18. 4n Argument to prove that it 1s the Indifpenfible Duty 
of the Creditors of the Public to infif that Government do forthwith 
bring forward the Confideration of the State of the Nation; in. order 
to afcertain, as near as may be, the Annual Receipts and Expen- 
diture of the State: and, by providing efficient. and adequate 

Funds for the Sum in which the latter fhall be found to exceed 
the former; to ftrengthen the Public Credit, and to reftore Pub- 
lic Confidence. By John Earl of Stair. 8vo. 1s. 6d.* Stockdale. 
1783. 

Lara Stair in this publication difplays all his ufual induftry, 
candour, and unaffected zeal for the public good. But, if he does 
not view things rather through a gloomy medium, the {tate of this 
nation is truly alarming: for, according to his calculations the 
total annual peace expenditure will be fixteen millions, feven hun- 
dred and forty feven thoufand, five hundred and forty nine 
pounds fterling. He thinks it idle to imagine that we can anfwer 
all the deficiencies that now prefs upon us from the gleanings and 
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tefuse of taxable fubjects that now remain, He propofes however, 


a plan by which confiderable duties may be raifed on wine and to- 
bacco. After all, twelve hundred thoufand pounds will itill be 
Waating, for which he declares it impoflible for him to difcover any 
adequate fund. He recommends a general meeting of the public 
creditors, who may find itiues from the labyrinth of diftrefs un- 
known to him. 

In the courfe of his reafonings Lord Stair makes the following 
obfervations on a fubject in which the public is deeply interefted. 

* Our titles to our acquilitions in India have now got ftability, 
from long poifeffion ; and however much private vices and private 
injuftice may have itained the adminiitration of the Company’s Ser- 
wants, their Syilem of Government appears folid ; and on trial has 
refifled and trivmphed over all the attacks which Europe and Alia 
combined have made upon it. . 

* Tus being the caic, the frequent, trifling, partial, peevifh in- 
terferences of Parliament in the Company’s affairs, cannot but be 
hurtful to them, and are derogatory in fome fort to the Dignity of 
Parliament. Above all, the late attempts in Parliament to difmifs 
trom his Government with difgrace the Company’s Great Minitter, 
the powerful Cuatuam of the Eaft, who has ‘thaded with laurels 
every dubious part of his former conduét, were proceedings of « 
moit abiurd ingratitude, for which no reafon can be ailigned but a 
deteftable one, viz. his poflefling what many men covct to poilets. 

* TneveR faw, probably never thall fee, Mr. Hastines. What 
I write are the unbiaficd effufions of impartial juttice, charmed to 
find a fit fubject for panegyric. I neither have nor ever had any 
connection with him, or with the Eaft\India Company or their at- 
fairs; yet I think itis ftrange to fee all the force of reform bent to- 
wards that quarter of ‘the globe in which alone our affairs have been 
conduéted with fuccefs.’ 

~- Our noble author, from the premifes he lays down, draws the fol- 

lowing very ferious conclufion, ** that the tlate is a dankrupt; and 

that thofe who have trutted their a to the public faith, are in very 
imminent danger of becoming (I die, fays the, pronouncing it,) 

BEGGARS. 

Art. 19, Serious Confiderations on the Political Condud? of Lord 
North, fiance bis fir Entry into the Minifiry ; with .a Deduction ot 
pofitive facts, fhewing clearly, that his Lordfhip’s Syftem was, 
and is, not only the beft, but the only one which could or can 
be purfued with the leait Hopes of effecting the great national 
Points of making us refpeéted Abroad, onl a free, eafy, and 
happy People at Home ; by converting the prefent Narionat 
Desr into permanent landed Property; which would dettroy 
the pernicious Practice of Stock Jobbing, reduce the opprefive 
Taxes, and caufe the Necefliry ot borrowing, in Future, to be 
totally done away for ever. By Nathaniel Buckington, Efq; 
Barrifter at Law. 8vo. 2s. Stockdale. 

It was fome'time before we difcovered that the whole of this pub- 
lication is irenical, and that the author means the very contrary ot 
what he profefies to believe. ‘That the reader fhould be long kept 

ik 


Sen » 
i 





= 3 vs @&eYY ee Se ee 











Monruty Catatocue. Political. 467 


in fuch an uncertainty is an error in compofition, according to the 
judgment of allcritics. However, this pcrfurmance is not wholly 
deftitute of what is called /y wit; Lord North is the great object 
of its fative. But his colleagues in officc, particularly Mr. Burke, 
are now and then roughly handled, and in too many initances with 
propriety and juftice. 

ArT. 20. Zhe Minifterialifi. By Junius. 8vo. 1s. Stockdale. 
This fpurious Junius is no great wit, and of a talent, which he 

affects tor irony, he is utterly dettitute.’ Neverthelefs, the plain 

facts he urges againit Mr. Fox, and fome of his friends and crea- 
tures carry in them all the poignancy of the fevereft fatire. For 
example, he contratts the fpeeches of Mr. Fox, when out of office, 
with his conduct in forming and acting fince the coalition. He 
takes notice of Lord Keppel’s varying aflertions refpecting the 
comparative ftats of the Briuth navy, and the combined fleets. He 

{peaks with an affected gravity of the intecrity of Meffrs. Sheridan and 

Burke: and affirms that the condu& of the former, refpecting the 

accounts of the Opera Houfe will be difcufied in a court of law. 

The failure of Burke in his Weit India collectorfhip he fays, 

fhould alfo be brought to a judicial trial. He alludes, in terms 

which itis fcarcely fafe for us to tran{cribé, to the caufe depending 
between Edmund Burke and Lord Verney, and {cruples not to aflert 
that Mr. Fox held a public Faro dank at Brookes’s. 

Art. 21. Obfervations on a Letter to the Court of Direétors of 
the £aft India Company, from Warren Hafiings, Efg; Governor 
General of Bengal, dated at Fort William, the 20th of Mareb, 1783. 
Interfperfed with fach authentic Documents, as tend to fhew the 
Grounds upon which the Directors eltablifhed their Refolutions 
refpecting Mr. Hastinos’s Condu& towards Cheyt_ Sing the Ra- 
jah of Benares. Printed by Order of the Court of Directors, 
Nov. 19, 1783. No Price or Bookfeller’s Name. 

The ttudied, but not very artful comments that are contained in 
this publication, are cither of {mall importance to the grand quef- 
tion they are intended to illuitrate, or uncandid, and fometimes 
even abfurd. Mr. Hattings fays, thatthe ‘“* dtter from which the 
extracts, which he quotes, were taken, is figned by the two Chairs, 
andeleven Direétors.””. The author of this pamphlet, attempts to 
difprove this affertion, by fhewing how many directors were tor the 
different refolutions tranf{mitted in the company’s general letter. Is 
not a letter one thing, and the different refolutions it contains 
another? And is it neceflary farther to illuftrate the {pirit and defign 
of this very unfair and weak performance ? 

Art. 22. Proceedings of a General Court of Proprietors of Eajt 
India Stock, Held at the India Houfe, on Friday Nov. 7, 1783, 
relative to the Hon. Warren Haftings, Governor General of 
Bengal. 8vo. 28. Debrett. 1783. 

At this meeting, of which Sir Henry Fletcher was chairman, 
Commodore Johnitone moved firft, that the thanks of that court be 
given to Warren Haftings Efq; and the other members of the fu- 
preme council, for their great fervices done in India; and fecondly, 
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‘hat the court requeft the faid Warren Haftings, Efq; not to refigu 
his offices in India. 

The Chairman and Mr. Edward Moore, were the only perfons 
who declared a itrong difapprobation of the conduct of Mr. Hattings, 
or who withed to withhold from him thofe honours which appeared 
fu much due to his merits. The motions paffed only withMr. Moore’s 
diffentiest voice. 

The fpeakers, at this general court were Commodore Johnftonc, 
Mr. Dallas, Sir H. Fletcher, Mr. Sullivan, Major Scott, Mr. 
Watfon, Mr. Moore. The fpeeches on the fide of Governor 
Haitings, as they are reported in this Colleétion, are by far the 
moitcloguent and able. Governor Johnftone is particularly ani- 
mated, daring, nervous, and manly. Mr. Wat/onis argumentative 
and difplays, at the fame time great dignity, and genecrofity of 
fentiment.. Mr. Dallas is infinuating, ‘fluent, and pathetic. Mr. 
Sullivan refutes the arguments of . Sir H. Fletcher in a mafterly 
manner. Major Scott, according to his manner, delivers a num- 
ber of facts with precifion, perfpicuity, and a fpecies of bluntneis, 
which is not without its effect. Mr. Moore is defultory, paffionate, 
aud clamorous. 

MEDICAL. 


Art. 23. Defcription of a Gla/s Apparatus and two. Lendiometers, 
Sc. Ina Letter to Dr. Prieftley trom Mr. Magellan, Fi X. 8S. 


In the preceding edition of this Ictter there were defcriptions ot 
three endiometers, but in this the author has judicioutly fuppredled 
one. The chief addition confitts of animadverfions on Mr. Cayal- 
Jo’s itrictures on thefe inftruments; they feem to be juit and con- 
clufive, . We however have-lately heard of fome new experiments 
which render the extenfive utility of the nitrous teft exceedingly 
dubious, though they by no means leffen the praife due to Mr. 
Magellan’s ingenuity. Of. thefe experiments an account will be 
laid before our readers in, due time. 

Art. 24. 4 Serious and Friendly Addrefs to the Public, on thé 
dangerous Confequences of néglecting common Coughs and Colds fo fré- 
guent in, this Climate; containing a fimple, efficacious and do- 
meitic Method of Cure. Neceflary for all Families. by a 
Gentleman of the Faculty. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Murray. 

We recommend this pamphlet to the attention ot perfons of all 
ranks efpecially at this feafon. The beft account we can give of it 
is inthe author’s own words. 

* To conclude, if every perfon that finds himfelf. affli@ed with 
a cold, would take the trouble to read this pamphiet with attention, 
fo as to underftasd its contents well, and not too curforily catch one 


part, without attending tothe other; and afterwards carefully to 


apply the means here recommended, we flatter ourfelves, without 


_prefumption, that the complaint would foon be removed, and the 


patient, initead of languifiing many months of a-confumption, !4 
confeqtence of having negieSted this care, would enjoy good 
health and-vigour in its place. Was this to be attended to 1n ge 


“heral, it would foon put an end to the difputes of the learned, whe- 
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ther our d:rt4s, or our burials, exceed each other; by the great num- 
ber of fubjects it would fave to the fate, and fhew foreisners that 
confumptions are rarely, if ever contagious in England. “and by no 
means, fo common as they are in Spain, Portugal, and Italy. . The 
great contagion here is, careleffne/s ef colds in their origin® and 
which we hope to fee ivtiened every day; it is our mott apsious 
svi/b, and it we have the pleafure to hear, that dué one paren fe vel 
his darling fan, or one fon an affectionate and tender parent, through 
eur direéiions, ave fhail have a rieb reward; and it will confirm us in 
an old favourite motto, that, No LIFE Is SO PLEASING TO Gop, 
AS THAT, WHICH IS USEFUL TO MANKIND.’ 

We have no doubts as to the uiefulnefs of this pamphlet, for the 
directions are plain and fimple, and the applications pertectly fafe. 


Art. 25. Obfervaticns on the fibers ior Efficacy of the Red Peru- 
vian Bark, in the Cure of Kevers ; interfperied with occafional 
Remarks on the Treatment of other Difeafes by the fame Re- 
medy. Fourth edition, confiderably enlarged. By Wiiham 
Saunders, MW, D, F. A. S. Member of the Roy al College of Phyfi- 
cians, London, and Phyfician to Guy’s Hofpital. 8vo. 3s. Johnfon. 
In our Review for April, we took notice of the tormer edition of 

this ufeful work. ‘The edition before us contains tarther confirma 
tions of the fuperior ethacacy of the red bark in the cure of thofe 
diforders in which the common bark has been ufually, but untuccefs- 
fully applied. The following letter from Dr. Simmons merits at- 
tention. 

‘¢ The fuperior efficacy of the red bark is now fo clearly eftablith- 
ed, that it would be fuperfluous to trouble you with a detail of the 
numerous cafes in which I have triedit. In the cure of intermir- 
tents, fome of them very obitinate ones, and that had refifted the 
common bark, it has not failed me; and I have lately feen an infu- 
fion of it remove a double tertian. st three months—ttanding, in a 
young woman, who had taken a large quantity of other bark, and 


of the pale Peruvian bark, both in decoction and in fubstance, with- 


out experiencing any relicf from either, A lady upwards of fifty 
years old, who refides in a part of Kent where agues are very fre- 
quent, and who for more than a twelvemonth had laboured under 
a quartan, which had brought on fymptoms of jaundice, and re- 
fifted the common bark, change of fituation, and a variety of other 
remedies, likewife owes her recovery to the red bark. My learned 
and worthy friend, the celebrated Profeilor Comper, informs me, 
that he has experienced the fame good effects from this bark in Frief- 


land, a country where agues are endemial. From repeated experi- 


ments he is convineed that fix drachms of it are equal in eilicacy to 


one ounce of the pale Peruvian bark.” 





; 


* “Phe winter is juts now fet in, and colds begin to be very com- 
mon, and we are forry to fay with the ufual want of care, but we 


-are well fatisfied that if our direétions. are but attended to in time, 


many of the faid perfons will be alive, to. the comfort of themfelves 
and families, who, otherwife it is to be feared will, before this day 
twelve months, be numbered with the dead.” 

G 3 The 
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The teftimony of many other phyficians is to the fame purpofe, 
and on the whale: it may be eftablifhed in pra¢tice that the red bark 
: firtt, more foluble than the Peruvian bark, both in water and 
pirit. 

Secondly. That it contains a much larger proportion of active 
and refinous parts. 

Thirdly. That its active parts, even when greatly diluted, retain 
their fenlible qualities in a higher degree than the moft faturated fo- 
lutions of common bark. 

Fourthly. That it does not undergo the fame decompofition of its 
parts by boiling as the common Peruvian bark. 

Eifthly. That the red bark is more aftringent than the common 
Peruvian bark. 

Sixthly. That its antifeptic powers are greater.—In a word, that 
it has not failed in a fingle cafe, {topping the return of the paroxyfm 
in the very firit inttance of its application. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Art. 26. 4 Letter to the Earl of Effingham on his lately pro- 
pofed AF of Injolvency.. By James Bland Burgefs, Efq. of Lin- 
coln’sInn. $vo. 2s. Cadell. 

The grand defideratum in the cafe of imprifonment for debt, is, 
fome jutt tribunal in which the merits and demerits of debtors’ may 
be afcertained, in order that punifhment may be proportioned to 
criminality. It is certainly a reproach to the laws ot Great Bri- 
tain, that the fober, honeit citizen, who borrows ten pounds to 
anfwer fome prefling emergency, and with a full intention to re- 
ttore it, fhould be configned to the fame fate with the unprincipled 
vagabond, who borrows thoufands of pounds in order to promote 
the purpofes of his own extravagancc, or of extending his fraud, 
and with a fixed refolution never to refund a fingle fhilling. 1 
the Author had bent his whole efforts to remedy this imperfection, 
he would have merited ftill higher praife than that of having clear- 
set 3 that in many, and perhaps in moft cafes, impri- 
onment for debt is unjuft, cruel, pos gus NE 
Art. 27. 4 Letter to the Rev. Samuel Dennis, D: D. Vice 

Chancellor of Oxford, and Prefident of St. Fobu’s College: In Reply 

to a Letter figned Vinpex, in the St. James’s Chronicle of the 

16th Qétober 1783. By the Rev. Philip Withers, D. D. 

Dodfley. 

Doétor Withers having made feveral fevere, but juft remarks on 
Mr. Knox’s Effay on Education, in which that Writer vilifies the 
Univerfities, enters on the contideration of that part of Vindex’s 
letter which concerns himfeif. In anfwer to the charge, ‘* that he 
**“is defective in the learned languages, and grofsly ignorant,” he 
invites his opponent or any of the gentlemen mentioned in his 
(Vindex’s) Letter, to a trial of fkill in any language, or on any 
fubje&t. And wish regard to the charge againft him, that he is 2 
methodift, he gives his creed, which appears to us to be abundant- 
ly orthodox. We fhall not enter more deeply into the wranglings 
of pedagogues. It is but juftice however to Mr. Withers, to fay 


that he was provoked to appear in his own defence ; and that there 
is 
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is in the writings of Mr. Knox, a petulance, a levity, and a defire 


to raife, on the ruins of other feminaries, his own academy. 

Art. 28. The Magic Pidiure. A Play altered from Maf- 
finger. By the Rev. Henry Bate. _ 1s, 6d. Egerton. 

The Magic Picture as written by Maffinger abounds in abfurdi- 
tics and indelicacies. ‘he tatk of an alterer was difficult. Mr. 
Bate however has fhewn great judgment in re-writing many parts of 
the play, the new frenes fo happily refembling the manner and 
ttile of Matiinger, that to a Reader not acquainted with the origi- 

nal, it would not be eafy to fay which iswhich. As it ftands now, 

however, it is better calculated tor ttage effect than for the clofet. 
There is too much farce in many of the characters. Eugenius and 
Sylvia are the principal, and are pourtrayed with the hand of a 
matter. ‘The jealoufy of Eugenius is well difplayed, and in the 
chara¢ter of Eubulus and Hillario there is great attention to nature 
and confiftency. Mr. Bate has added a few airs to heighten the 
intereft of the piece with the audience. The prologue is very in- 
diferent indeed. The principal objection to the alteration is the 
retention of fome natty allufions to a diforder not fit to be mention- 
ed in decent company. Thele the Author might have well lefe 
out. . : 

Art. 29. Abelard to Eloifa. An Epiftle. To which are 
prefixed Sonnets; with a Rhapiody minal at Stratford upon 
Avon. By Thomas Warwick, late of Univerfity College, in 
Oxford, L.L.B. 28. 6d. Dilly. 

Thefe poems rife conliderably above mediocrity, and will afford a 
reader of tafte no little pleafure in the perufal. They are net in- 
deed fuperior in excellence, but there is a propriety of thought and 
expreffign, and a corre¢inefs of meaiure which mutt recommend 
them. In fhort fonnets {uch as we have here, perhaps much origi+ 
nality cannot be expected, as they are merely complimentary trifles, 
vet the following, we are periuaded, will be confidered as no unpleat- 
ing {pecimen. 

* Sonnets addreffed to R. P. Carew, Efg. 
To climb at early dawn the mountains fide, 
Ere devious herds have brufh’d the dews away, 
Be mine: at noon amid yon elms to ttray ; 
Whofe-artful tufts the cooling current hide : 
Mine from the purple heath’s horizon wide ; 
To trace the {plendors of reclining day, 
Until the moon my homeward path to guide, 
Diftain the foreft-edge with filver grey ; 
And if fuch fcenes the “rifing foul expand, 
The fluttered heart if fimple blifs becalm, 
Where nature clofelier knits the focial tie ; 
No light addition fhould my Carew’s hand, 
With equal friendfhip’s animating balm ; 
To lettered eate the place of fame fupply.” 
The .doelard to Eloifa is perhaps the beit that has yet appeared, 


but it falls greatly thort of Pope’s epittle in point of eafe and harmony, 


Indeed the fault of Mr. Warwick’s poetry is that it is too much 
itudied, whence there is a confufion in many parts which obitructs 
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the ready conception of the meaning. But the reader fhall judge 
for himfelf from the following lines. 

“* To me, jut heaven; the lifted bolt con! fine, 
The weaknefs her’s—the gift was only mince ; 

By me in earlieft years to thame betray’d, 

The virgin feet of Eloifa ftray’d ; 

By me her heart to each impreffion warm, 

Of fatal love received the lafting form: 

And if fuch hymns as Seraphs would repeat, 
Such tears as fhould have wath’d a Saviour’s feet ; 
Sighs whofe pure breath a Magdalen might own, 
Nor yet fuffice her frailties to atone ; 

Still let a wretch whom more than human woe, 
Hath rent fo long from all he lov’d below, 

Ere clos’d unwept his folitary fpan, 

The ftain of manhood, and the fcorn of man; 

Ere ftay’d the pang that never felt a paufe— 
Forget his own to plead a dearer caule! 

O welcome fhowers, that lend a late relief, 
Whofe balm ailays the bitter draught of grief? 

The focial tear does Eloifa join, 

And throbs her heart in fympathy with mine ? 
Congenial cares might equal meafure keep, 

And one fad hour behold us kneel and weep. 

Nor this at leaft the world-abjuring vow, 

Nor faith, that walks with heaven, can difallow, 
(Who not th’ eternal will prefumes to fean, 

But feels, and owns the brother in the man.) 
That ere the fate, which mark‘d our mutual doom, - 
With pitying hand unbar the friendly tomb, 

The pallid cheek of Abelard may reft, 

A monient’s fpace on Eloifa’s breaft, 

The common mifchiefs of his life repair, 

And paint in Dearathe fruits of Ear THLy care.’ 

The greater part of thefe lines want fimplicity and ek qualities 

which are efpecially neceflary in a poem, the main tendency of 
which is pity and tendernefs. The author, however, difcovers a 
prolific imagination and happy choice of epithet, and he generally 
writes to the heart. Laboured periods often obfcure his meaning, 
but where he gives his genius proper fcope, his poetry is of that 
kind which’a reader of modern verfe will place in no mean rank. 
In fome of the fonnets he is wild and irregular, and in thofe we find 
the chief beauties of his pen. 

In the preface he differs from Dr. _Johnfon, who is of opinion 
that the /onnet has never fucceeded in our language, which has 
greater variety of terminations than the Italian, and requires the 
rhymes to be often changed, and we muft confefs Mr. Warwick 
has given no defpicable, proof that the fabrick of a fonnet (when 
from the hand of a miafiter,) may be conftructed of Englith materials. 


For 
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For the ENGLISH REVIEW. 


NATIONAL AFFATIR S&S 
[For DECEMBER 1783.] 


HIS month has exhibited to the enlightened part of the world 

a ftriking proof of the excellency of the Britith conftitution. 
A powerful and daring faction in the Houfe of Commons, actuated 
by that fpirit of innovation which pervades the world, and en- 
couraged by that relaxation of government which has for fo many 
years ‘manifetted itfelf througho ut the Britifh empire, boldly at- 
tempted to coniolidate their power by invading at once the prero- 
gatives of the crown, and the rights of the people. The Houfe 
of Lords, with a degree of dignity and wifdom, not unworthy of 
their rank in the political tcale of this country, interpofed their 
voice in the legiflative power, to fruftrate a defign fo full of public 
danger. 

East-Inpia Biut. 

The grand arguments by which the promoters of the Eaft-India 
bill endeavour to juttify the meafures it propofed, are firlt, that 
the company are bankrupts, fecondly, they are unfit for the go- 
vernment of thofe vatt territories their arms have acquired in Afia. 
It appears to us, on an impartial and clofe attention to the evidence 
that has been produced of the company’s infolvency on the one 
hand, and of their profperous fituation on the other, that neither 
are their affairs fo tree from embarraffment as they themfelves would 
have the world imagine, nor fo defperate as they are reprefented to be 
by alate prime minifter and his aflociates. The fame caufes which 
have involved in difficulties the finances of the ftate, have alfo in- 
volved thofe of the company. But as wife economy may retrieve 
the affairs of the former, fo wife ceconomymay allo redeem thofe of 
the latter. Vat refources yet remain to both: important. fubjects 
of improvement and of retrenchment. The territories of the com- 
pany, during the adminiftration of Mr. Haftings has been extend- 
ed, defined, and confirmed by treaty: their revenues increafed, and 
the mode of collecting them diminithed. Noincumbrances remain 
but what time and prudent management may remove; if the violence 
of government do not deprive the company of thofe advantages 
which all merchants enjoy, and which are effential to commerce. 
Thefe advantages may be reduced to two: CREDIT and REASONA- 
ELE EXPECTATION Of PROFIT. 

It is the very nature of ‘trade to deal more or lefs upon credit. 
‘The merchant who fells upon tru{t takes up money upon bills. De- 
pending upon his rea/, he is authorifed to take advantage of a fic- 
titious capital. He borrows money on the ftrength of his ftock; and 
if that ftock be refponfible, he is at no lofs to find thofe who are 
ready to lend. But the Eaft India company cannot borrow but of 
parliament, and parliament: infiead of fupporting appears intent 
on deftroying their credit. Lord Beauchamp’s motion in the 
Houfeof Commons, on the 24th inft. is a proof that the faction 
with whom he zow acts perfectly underftand the caufe to which the 
company’s prefent diitrefles ought to be attributed. The commif- 
fioners of the treafury are reitrained from fupporting the eredit of 
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theconipany. Itisin this manner that the fupporters of the re 
jected Eatt India bill propofe to prove, if poffibie, the truth of their 
aflertions refpecting the bankruptcy of the company, and to take 
vengeance for their defeat'in the Houfe of Peers. ‘They form a 
law with refpect to the merchants trading to India, which, were it 
to operate with regard to individual merchants, would certainly in 
the courfe of one year, deftroy the credit, and annihilate the trade 
of all the merchants in London. 
‘The other great principle which animates commerce, we have 
ovferved, is 2 REASONABLE EXPECTATION of prRoritr.’ And to 
this expectation in the merchant, a perfect knowledge and command 
over his own affairs is indifpenfably neceflary. Mytterv, darknefs, 
and arbitrary controul, are wholly inconfiftent with the free genius of 
commerce. Commerce fices from the fertile plains of defpotic go- 
vernments, and takes up her abode amidft rocks, and fens, fupport- 
ing in her turn, as fhe 1s f{upported by her fifter, Lrperty. But what 
confidence could the proprietors of India ftock repofe in feven com- 
miffioners appointed by @ fadfion that needed their fupport, and who 
had every inducement that is fitted to operate on the felfifh nature 


‘of man, to reward their obfequioufnets, by connivance at their 


‘crimes. What truft could they place in men appointed, like fo 
many bailiffs, ** immediately to enter upon, and to poflefs tnem- 
felves of all lands and tenements, houtes, warchoufes, and other 
buildings whatever, of or belonging to the faid united company.” 
Men who, not poflefing, or being bound to poffefs one fhilling of 
ftock, would not lofe atarthing by the company’s ruin? But, fince 
the commerce of any country is, in the prefent enlightened age, 
confeffedly of greater value than the territorial poffeffion, the com- 
merce of India fhould have been the chief object in the delibera- 
tions of politicians, andthe energy of commerce was by all means 
to have been preferved, even if the territorial property had been fa- 
crificed. A few fortrefles, and fortified iflands would futhice for 
the purpofes of trade; and the defolations and animofities of war 
would be thus avoided. Is it certain however that directors, ap- 
pointed by the ruling faction in parliament, would be more fitted 
for the tafk of coverning the poffeffions of the company than di- 
rectors appointed by the company themfelves ? if this be afferted, 
it muft be alledered that the direétors appointed by the minitler 
would have a fupcriority over thofe appointed by the proprietors o! 
India ftock, in refpect to integrity, wifdom, and power. As to the 


‘ two firft of thefe qualities, it may be afked whether men who are 


interefted in the management of an eftate more nearly, or thofe who 
are interefted in it more remotely, the moft likely to chufe men of 
virtue and ability for their ftewards ? not to mention. that in thefe 
refpeéts the old directors are unimpeached; and, farther, that two 
of them were enrolled in the lift of the feven commiffioners. It 
they avant power, why not give them more power? Is there any 
regulation eftablifhed in the Eaft India bill, that might not have 


> 


been fixed confiftently’ with the choice of the directors by the com- 
pany ? the’bill which it was pompoufly faid, would be the falvation 
of India, and redound at once to the good of the proprietors and of 
the ftate, pointed not out any new fources of wealth, or any new 
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channels for commerce. It held forth a dezree of liberty, not to 
the mafs of the people of Hindottan, fo much as'to the landholdér 
or Zemindars; and proteficd'a detire to bring delinquents to juitice. 
Thefe were indeed great objects, and fuch as became the policy and 
the humanity of an enlightened and liberal nation. But, might 
not the Zemindars be fecured, on paying a’ fated tribute, in their 
poffeilions, without 2 total violation of the company’s charter ? and 
is it quite certain that the Gor» which has hitherto eluded the i7- 
quiries, would not {till be able, even on the new plan, to efcape the 
execution of juttice. : 

Suppofing, not conceding that the bill would have been good for 
India, we are clearly of opmion that it would have been-bad for Great 
Britain. The vatt ditference between the territorial property of the 
Katt India company, and the exclutive privileges of any other chart- 
tercd fociety in Great Britain, is urged as a reafon why an invafioh 
of the company’s rights fliould not excite any general alarm. An 
example is never folitary. ‘The world, in the prefent day, needs 
not to be inttructed that example has a wondertul power of multi- 
plication, and. that it is the great principle which governs the 
world. "That miniftry, becaule they grafped at the property of the 
company, would have im like manner, if they had been fuccefsful, 
gone on to violate the charters of cities and boroughs, was not itt- 
deed a matter greatly to be apprehended. Buta dangerous: prece- 
dent would have been fet of facrificing public faith to the exigen- 
cies of the itate; a pretext which would never have been wantin 
to an ambitious and profligate minitter. ‘Tlie public funds, would, 
in all probability, have next prefented to the ufurper a fit fubjedt 
of depredations Refumption of various grants and rights would 
have followed ; and no bounds would have been fet to encroach- 
ment. Cum conful femel gladium eduxerit- quis finem-impofuerit,-aut 
guis moderabitur ? when we reflec on the daring and inventive genius 
of the father of the Eaft India bill, there is reafon'to fuppofe that 
it was only part of a plan for itrengthening: the hands of govern- 
ment at the expence of the nation. If fubjects of taxation were 
almott exhautted, there remained fill, fubjects of rapine and violence. 

That one precedent produces another, and that, particularly in 
the prefent cafe, the violation of one charter leads to the violation 
of another, if it were a matter that needed: proof, is ftrikingly 1l- 
luftrated by the conduct of the Duke of Portland, and other Lerds, 
as well as Commoners of his faction, in former years, contratted 
with their conduct in the prefent. Formerly they confidered char- 
ters as the ftrongeit ties upon the juttice of the Lealdiedienn as the 
firmeft fecurities that covid be given from men to men, and con- 
tended that a violation of thefe would fhake public credit, and en- 


danger property and public liberty. On thefe grounds, the: patri-. 


ots of the day oppofed the different acts framed for new-modelling 
the political and judicial arrangements of the Eaft India Company. 
But what is their language now they have become Minitters. 
‘* ‘The act of 1773 was a-violation of the company’s charter, thofe 
of 1779, and 1780, were equally fo.” Thus they plead as pre- 
cedents for their own conduct thofe very meafures which themfeives 
had arraigned as unjuft and tyrannical. 
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It was however, not the violation of public faith, but the in- 
fluence that mutt arrive to the executive power, that was juftly the 
great object of apprehenfion in the bill for regulating the affairs of 
India, The patronage of the Eait India Company is immentfe. 
‘This patronage, with the command of two millions of clear revenue 
a year, added tothe patronage and power of the Crown, would 
have quite overpowered the landed intereit of Great Britain, and 
rendered the Houfe of Lords almoft a cypher in the ftate. The 
Peers faw the danger that threatened them, and averted it. And 
it is faid a great perfonage was fecretly a¢live for the deieat of the 
India bill. If this is certain, his influence was not mifapplied, and 
the worft that can be faid of thofe peers who yielded to that influ- 
ence, 1s, that they paid to royal favour, what they owed to them- 
felves and to their country. It was to have been enacted that the 
Commiffioners fhould be appointed by the predominant faci in the 
Houfe of Commons; not by the King; that they fhould remain in 
power for four years, a period that would comprehend the next ge- 
neral election ; and that they might be members of parhament, be- 
caufe it would be convenient to have them at hand whenever it might 
be thought proper to afk any quefions, or to enquire into their condud : 
as if the authority of the Houie of Commons, which can compel 
the-attendance of its members, could not alfo compel the attendance 
of its fervants! Thefe circumftances were fo prominent in the fea- 
tures of the bill, that they could not fail to roufe a jealoufy and 
alarm : and thefe could not but be heightened by the contideration 
that power always pants after more power, and that as the politician 
who grafped at the wealth and the patronage of India had never 
fhewn himfelf very fcrupuldus as to the means of obtaining autho- 
rity, fo neither was it likely that he would be very fcrupulous in the 
exercife of it. 

British ConsTiITuUTION. 

The rejection of Mr. Fox’s bill has illuftrated the nature and ex- 
cellency of the Britith conftitution. This conftitution does not, in- 
deed, confift as an ingenious foreigner*, and on his authority fo 
many other writers have fuppofed, in a nice balance of three fepa- 
rate powers. The Houfe of Commons is plainly paramount to the 
other branches of the legiflature, WHEN THEY SPEAK THE SENTI- 
MENTS AND PURSUE THE MANIFEST INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE. 
But herein contifts the excellenev of our conftitution, that when the 
interefts of the people, or what the people conceive to be their in- 
terefts are abandoned, then the formality of the Houfe of Lords, or 
the prerogative of the Crown, although in faét dependent on the 
Commons, may interfere, with effect, to check and controul the pre- 
cipitancy or the defign of their proceedings. Thus while virtue re- 
mains in Britain, and /exury and faction have not deftroyed all that 
is refpectable in the flate, puBLIc spiRiT is the ruling power in 
the Britith conititution. There is as it were, a party in the tftate, 
different from King,, Lords, and the Houfe of Commons ; that par- 
tv is, juitice, reafon, political fincerity and wifdom. Whichever 
ot the branches of our conftitution have thefe on its fide, if they are 
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generally acknowledged to be on its fide, may check the meafures 
of the other two with fafety. If the Houfe of Commons poflefs the 
public confidence, they are irrefiftible : if not, they may be controuled 
by the Lords, or by the King. It any confution arifes from the jar- 
ring of thefe different powers, the King diffolves the parliament : 
the fpirit and language of which conduct is fo far from being arbi- 
trary and defpotic, that it is even republican and popular. For 
what is it? Is it not the language of the Roman patriots, in the 
pureft times of civil liberty >” Prowco ad populum. I appeal to the 
people. ‘This reafoning we confefs would be more jut, if the people 
were more equally reprefented in Parliament. And in conicience 
we believe that a more equal reprefentation of the people is a mea- 
fure eminently calculated to give due political weight both to the 
people and the Crown, and perhaps not unneceflary as a barrier 
againtt thofe powerful factions which are formed under the wings of 
thofe great e@u1ers who think, that becaufe their anceftors had a 
fhare in the introduction of King Wittiam, they have a right to 
direct his fucceflors to ‘all generations. But we return from this 
digreffion. 
PRESENT SPIRIT AND SITUATION OF THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. ali 

It is pleafing to obferve the workings of ambition in popular af- 
femblies,and how much they are governed by fixed principles. The 
parliament in the reign of ‘Charles I, like the parliament of our 
times, manifefted their ambition by encroaching on the executive 
power’; and like parliament too they dreaded above all things a dif- 
folution. They made an act that the parliament fhould not be dif- 
folved, prorogued, or adjourned, without their own confent. 
Their authority was thus confirmed and rendered perpetual. But 
fhould fuch an act pafs in the prefent Houfe of Commons, who 
imagines that their power would remain uncontrouled ? The he¢to- 
ring and domineering language of certain orators in that aflemby is 
either affected, or flows from a want of difcernment of the figns of 
the times. The parliament in the reign of Charles I. poffefled the 
confidence of the greater part of the nation. ‘The prefent Houfe of 
Commons is univerfally accufed of venality and corruption. We 
forbear farther to purfue thistheme. We fhall-only obferve, that it 
would be madnefs in any demagogue of the prefent times, to prefume 
too much on the attachment of the people. 

NEW MINISTRY. 

The injuftice and unpopularity of Mr. Fox’s bill was a fit oppor- 
tunity for the King to difentangle himfelf from the faction that had 
befieged his throne, and, it is juftice to fay, he had the magnani- 
mity to embrace it.. A very pernicious meafure is overthrown. And 
if they {hould even force themfelves again into power, they will 
be taught fome degree of circumfpection and moderation. Jn 
what manner the new mipiitry propofe to prevent the return of their 
power, is a fubject, at the prefent moment, of great fpeculation 
and conjecture. Some obferve, that there are upwards of feventy 
members, .who have refitted the importunities of the late Miniter to 
come to town to vote for his bill: and that thefe, it is probable, 
will join the minifterial ftandard. Adminiftration will try their 

ftrength 














a tne RET nal mE 





478 National Affairs. 


ftrength on fome important quefiions, and if they are defeated only 
by a {mall majonty, or fuch a majority as would in all probability 
be counterbalanced by the minifterial influence on a general elec- 
tion, they wiil be encouraged, and notwithttanding the general de- 
claration trom the throne, they will find pretexts for diflolving the 
parliament. Jf, on the contrary, they (hall be foiled by a great 
majority, and fach as they could not with any degree of certainty 
make up, they will, it is to be nnagined, have the prudence to ab- 
ftain from a meafure which would only ferve to exafperate the new 
parliament, and to render it more untractable rhan ever. 

It is probable that Mr. Pitt will bring a bill into parliament, not 
very diilimilar to that of Mr. Fox. He will give the nomination of 
the Directors to the Crown or to the Company or to both: and 
thus avoid the great rock on which Mr. Fox’s bill was loft in the 
Houfe of Peers. But all that was excellent in that bill he will pro- 
bably adopt ; and thereby give a decent opportunity to thofe who 
wifh for it, of veering about trom the coalition. Indeed, it may be 
fairly fuppofed, that-there are fome independent members: in the 
Houfe of Commons who voted for Mr. Fox’s bill, and who may 
think it their duty to vote alfo for Mr. Pitt’s. For the repugnancy 
Between thefe bills will not, probably, be fo great as to juitify op- 
pofition to the latter, at a time, when ail confeis that a {fpeedy inter- 
pofition is neceflary to the prefervation and profperity of the Britifh 
poflefhons in India. 

Such isthe theory that to us appears the moit plaufible upon 
this new and fingwar fituation of public affairs ; a miniftry-chofen 
from a party that commands at prefent not a third part of the Houle 
ot Commons. On the whole of the late changes in the cabinct we ob- 
ferve, that they exhibit a itrange mixture of refolution and timidity. 
Why did not the fame fpirit that dared to oppofe the India bill, alfe 
dare to diffolve the Parhament ? Mised and unilable councils never 
fucceed: but vigour and uniformity gradually draw numbers to 
any party ; and at laft ripen ito execution, fchemes, which at firit 
appeared fanguine and chimerical. ‘The advantages which might 
haveencouraged, and might itill encourage the new miniftry to dif- 
folve the parliament are thefe : 

CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH INCITE TO DISSOLVE THE 
PARLIAMENT. 

Firft, the general alarm excited by the ambitious rapacity of Mr. 
Fox in violating the charter ef the EattIndia Company is ftrong 
and active, and enlivened by novelty of impreflion. If it 1s fuffered 
to evaporate it will grow cool, and no artifices will. be able to revive 
its firft vigour. ‘The active refentment of the Proprietors of Eaii 
India ttock, fo refpeétable for their numbers, their wealth, and 
their influence in the flate ; the jealoufy of incorporated focictics ; 
the odium againit the coalition: thefe are no trifling encourazge- 
ments for miniftry, in the prefent difientions between the two Houies, 
by diflolving the parliament, to muke an appeal to the people. 

Secondly, Witat are called the rotten boroughs and other boroughs, 
and even fome counties-are not more incorruptibic, or lefs under mi- 
nifierial influence than they have formerly been. 

Thirdly, A very great number of thofe Members of the Hovfe 
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of Commons who have fupported, and ftill fupport Lord North, pur- 
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f chafed their feats in a with a view of receiving full com- 
A penfation tor their difburfements, in fome of thofe contracts, and 
g various offices, civil, military, and naval, which were connected 
; with, or arofe out of the American war. But with that war fuch 
c aa . 
i" hopes have ceafed, and it is not likely that the members we have i 
y now alluded to will be atthe expence of buying their feats a fecond | 
# time without the motives which induced them to purchafe them at 
firit. 
| In oppofition to all this reafoning concerning the probability of 
" a diffolution of parliament, it may be faid that his Majetty has pro- 
¢ mifed, in his aniwer to the petition of the Commons, that he will 
J not interrupt their proceedings on India afiairs by exercifing the 
" royal prerogative in a prorogation or diffolution of parliament. { 
His promile is made after a recommendation of de/icacy in their pro- 
)= > 9s : 
1. ceedings as welkas difpatch. If that dedicacy be not obferved ; and 
i if a aagority of the Houfe of Commons reject the bill for regulating 
. the affairs of India that will affuredly be brought in by A%, Pitz, 


his Majefty may certainly diffolve the parliament, confiftently with 
the: itriéteit interpretation of his reply to the Commons. For in 
‘ fuch a cafe the proceedings in the afairs of India are interrupted not 
by his Majeity, but by Parliament itfelf, Qne bill is thrown our 
by the Lords ; another by the Commons. In fuch a dilemma what 


q is his Majefty todo? If ever there was a cafe in which the exercife 
q of the prerogative was expedient, this is one. His Majefty obferv- 
4 ing the diflentions between the Lords and Commons, diffolves the 
Parli t d has b lready obferved, appeals to the 
y arliament, and, as has been already obferved, app 


. people. 
IRELAND begins, as we had predicted in our laft political fpecu- 








7 lation, to wear a pacific form. The Parliament is intent on ino- 
. proving theinternal trade of that ifland, by forming canals, and all 
a other methods. | 
2 _ AMERICA eontinues to confider France as the gens amiciffima, and 
‘ is ftill trongly influenced with a jealoufy and hatred of Great Britain. Hi] 
a _ France in the midft of profound peace, keeps up a powerful ma- +] 

rine, and lofes not fight of that eternal conteft with Britain which dt 
: muft terminate in the deftruction of one or other of thefe countries. i} 
; In HoLttanp 4 
; In Hotianp a new party, the Democratic, begins to prevail 1 
if over the LouvestTEin faction and that of the Prince of Orance. | 
i They with to change the ariftocratical conttitution of the States into i 
. a republican form: and, it is imagined, that they are only wait- 
FA ing tor the death of the Pruffian monarch to proceed with vigour in | 
4 the execution of their defigns. 
Russia, while Britain is torn into factious contefts about the go- | 
. vernment of India, prepares the way for drawing the commerce of ‘ 
Afia into Europe, as heretofore, by the Buwize, the Ca/piam, and the 
7 Red Seas. (A Hae 2 ; 
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To the Epitror of the ENGLISH REVIEW. 
SIR, November 1783. 


AS | often read your Review with pleafure, fo I with to 
fee as few errors in it as pottible. 

Will you give me leave to venture an hyper-criticifm on 
the Editor of the Poetical Works of King James. 

King James fays, ‘* that dooth me fike.’”” You know the 
Editor’s note, in which I am apt to think he is miftaken. 
The word, I apprehend, is fpelt right; has been Jong 
tranfplanted into England; and is now in common uwfe a- 
mong the vulgar, in many counties: it means figh ; fo that 
in modern Englifh King James would have faid, ** that 
makes me figh.” The commentators upon Shaketpeare 
have, by neglecting to make themfelve$ acquainted with 
the diale&t of the county he was born in, run into number- 
lefs fimilar errors ; which is the more to be wondered at as 
one of them (Dr, Johnfon) is faid to have been born 
within a few miles of Stratford. 1 thall, at.prefent, give 
only one inftance. In the two gentlemen of Verona, a 
fprightly talkative fellow is faid to have ‘* no woe with 
him.”” The commentators fay, ‘‘ that is he knows no for- 
row.” An I[rifhman would fay, ‘* forrow mend your ig- 
norance ;”’ and with due deference, [ fhall prefume to affert 
that they have here, as well as in many other places, totally 
miftaken the author’s meaning. 

‘¢ That man has no Wo with him”’ is a phrafe in daily 
ufe in Warwickfhire and fome neighbouring counties ; and 
means only that he is not to be ftopt.” 

When a driver wants to ftop his horfes he cries ‘* Wo;” 
and hence, no doubt, tlie derivation. 

I have no authorities to fupport thefe criticifms, but who- 
ever chufes to take a trip into the aforefaid counties will 
foon be convinced that they are well founded, 

Iam, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
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*,* IN our next we expect to give an account of the lait 
meeting of the Imperial Academy at Peterfburg, when the 


prizes were diftributed on the following important queftions, 


1. The Influence of the Earth's Motion on the Duration of 


Time? An 


on 


2. The Theory of Fire and Vapour Engines. 
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